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Volume 51 – Number 1   January – March 2021 

The newsletter of the Central Indiana Division of the  

Midwest Region, National Model Railroad Association 

Division Members: 
 

I am writing to let everyone in the Central Indiana Division of the NMRA know some great news concerning 

the Franklin Spring Train Show. As you know we had to cancel the Train Show for April 4th, 2020 in Frank-

lin, IN at the Johnson County Fairgrounds. We normally have our Spring Train Show in April but due to 

scheduling at the Johnson County Fairgrounds. I am let-

ting everyone know that we are going to have the Train 

Show in May 15-16th 2021 at the Johnson County Fair-

grounds in Franklin, IN. We have secured additional 

floor space for the Train Show. This Show is now going 

to be a 2-day event with clinics on both Saturday and 

Sunday. Will have a food vendor that will be providing 

food for both days. Vendors will be spread out between 

3 buildings with the 4th building to be used for clinics 

and the Divisions Annual General Business meeting. 
 

We have also already secured the dates for the next 

Train Show at the Johnson County Fairgrounds which 

will be held in April 15-16th 2023. The reason we will 

not be having a Train Show in 2022 is we are combining 

the Divisions Train Show for Franklin in with the Indy 

Jct. 2022’s Train Show. There will be more information 

coming out next year for this show.  
 

I will be sending out more information after the first of 

the year for the Vendors. We will be following all 

COVID-19 procedures that are in place. This will be a 

great show going forward. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Michael Roderick 
Franklin Train Show Manager 

Street Running 100’x100’  
Contest Winner 

Charles Malinowski wins 2020 100’x100’ contest.  

See page 9 for more entrees. 

Franklin Train Show To Expand 



2 

 

Attention – All notices of club open houses, or other 

shows & meets will be included in the Extra Board only if 

the official request form is used. This form may be printed 

off the CID website at:  
http://www.cidnmra.org/rusty-spike-back-issues and click 

on Extra Board Request Sheet 

Fill out the form and send to the address listed on the 

form. Upcoming deadlines for each Rusty Spike are listed 

in the Spike or may be obtained from Keith Clark (see pg. 

3). Events not sent on the request form cannot be included. 

 

Rusty Spike Closing Dates 
 

Volume 51 Issue #1 - December 6, 2020 

Volume 51 issue #2 - March 6, 2021 

Volume 51 issue #3 - June 6, 2021 

Volume 51 issue #4 - September 5, 2021 

 

Dates are tentative and subject to change. 

Features 

1 Franklin Train Show 
This show is expanding. Read what is 
happening for this year. 

4 Track Talk Report 
Track Talk sessions continue virtually on the 
Web. 

4 Round & Round  
Turntable Installation in existing layout 

5 Franklin Train Show Flier  

7 Book Review 
“Modern Steel Mini-Mill Details for the Modeler”  

9 2020 100’x100’ Contest 

Winners 

10 Best Kept Secret 
Learn about the model railroad displays at the 
Madison County Historical Society. 

 

The Usual  
2 In This Issue 
2 Rusty Spike Closing Dates 

3 Your CID Board Directory 
Contact information for your CID Board of  
Directors. 

4 Super’s RR 

6 Upcoming Events 
What to look forward to, both from your CID and 
other model railroad opportunities. 

11 Pike Ads 

Due to COVID19 restrictions for  both Hamilton 

County and the State of Indiana it was decided 

by the CID board to cancel the Noblesville Show 

set for January .  See page 5 for what the CID 

hopes will be a train show  on a larger scale. 

Goodness know we need to be able to look at and 

by train stuff again. 
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The RUSTY SPIKE is the official publication of the Central 

Indiana Division, Midwest Region, National Model Railroad 

Association, and is published quarterly. It is sent FREE to all 

N.M.R.A. members in the C.I.D. and non-members may sub-

scribe for $6 per year. Articles for publication are welcome for 

the benefit of the readers and the hobby but cannot be paid for. 

Submit articles for publication to the Editor; address changes or 

mailing problems to the Circulation Manager; and advertising or 

advertising inquiries to the Publisher. 

Circulation Manager 
Chuck Tuttle 

1708 Maywood Dr. - Lafayette, IN 47906 

Ph: 765-463-0531—chuck.tuttle@outlook.com 

 

Editor/Publisher 

Keith Clark 

4132 W. Briar Gate Drive - Bloomington, IN 47404-5911 

Ph: 812-876-6799—gtwfan@bluemarble.net 

 

Webmaster 
Rich Seymour 

8504 W. Thorn Tree Rd- Muncie, IN 47304-8701 

Ph: 765-759-6856—rseymour@bsu.edu 

 

CID web site http://cidnmra.org 
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Hello CID Members, 

 

I would like to start off wish hoping everyone’s 

friends and family are doing well during this Covid 

pandemic.  It has been difficult to adjust to the ever 

changing circumstances.  Almost all the in person 

events for model railroading have been canceled 

throughout the country these past months.  By now 

you will have heard that despite a great effort by the 

CID board the Danville and Noblesville shows have 

been canceled.  However, in these trying times it is 

great to be forward thinking so we are planning a 

bigger and better Franklin Show (Johnson County 

Fair Grounds).   

 

If there is a bright light it must be the use of the 

virtual meeting concept.  Many organizations includ-

ing the CID have taken this route in order to contin-

ue communications with our members.  A weekend 

rarely goes by without a virtual meet up, demonstra-

tions, clinic, layout tour, etc.  I have attended many 

of these and have come to the conclusion that I have 

been able to expand my knowledge and have seen 

many layouts virtually that I normally would not 

have seen.  CID’s virtual Track Talk continues to 

provide an excellent content and I urge you to attend 

these events.    

 

So, keep working on your projects and look for-

ward to better times.   

 

Dan Hinel 

CID Superintendent 

The Tack Talk meetings are well attended meetings 

average of 30 attendees from all corners of the division 

plus we have been getting fellow MWR modelers from 

other divisions.  These Track Talk meetings do not fol-

low the original parameters of in person meeting the 

backup plan has been very successful.  Hopefully, you 

have updated your email information and are getting 

email reminders.  To date there have been over 30 vir-

tual track talk meetings covering a wide variety of 

great topics from layout tours, product reviews, clinics, 

book reviews, various discussions, answering Back 

Shop questions, and most importantly being able to 

connect with fellow CID members.  If you have not 

attended, I am sorry that you have been missing some 

great programs filled with interesting and helpful in-

formation.   You can contribute to the Track Talk con-

tent, attend and join into the discussions.  Currently the 

Track Talk Zoom meeting are being held every other 

Monday.  However, I would check the CID website for 

further events. 

CID Track Talk 
Report by Dan Hinel 

 

The Track Talk program continues to be a very suc-

cessful with CID members and guests.  The group 

effort thanks to Eric Peterson, Dan Banks, Eric 

Smith, and Tom Cain, Track Talk is continuing to 

stay on track but on a new route.  The Track Talk 

program took a diverging route and entered the virtu-

al meeting space via bi-monthly ZOOM meetings. 

Just like a turntable, I find myself going round and 

round in trying to determine exactly where and how 

I'll install my third turntable.  I have always been fas-

cinated by turntables.  I've seen quite a few in action, 

both prototype and model, and am always impressed 

with the ones that are completely ringed with 

“whisker” (spoke) tracks. 
 

I have always though it would be so cool to have that 

on a model railroad.  However, as most of us know 

first-hand, the majority of us simply do not have 

enough space to do that.   
 

And, if you are fortunate enough to have a very large 

space, how do you access an entire turntable area, in-

cluding surrounding spokes?  That my friends may be 

a long, long way to reach, especially if you have O 

scale.   
 

Recently, circumstances and the purchase of too 

many engines, put me into the position of having to 

take engines off the layout in order to improve 

switching and road operations.  This is not a good 

thing; especially for those of us who own O scale 

steam engines; which are long, heavy and awkward to 

(Continued on page 6) 

Round & Round 
By John Robert Coy 
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Central Indiana Division 
of the 

 National Model Railroad Association 

Johnson County  Fairgrounds 

250 Fairground St. 

Franklin, IN 
 

10 AM to 3 PM 

CID Annual Meeting  

May 16th at 1:00PM 

Check out our website at http://www.cidnmra.org 

Presents the 

The next CID train show is at Danville, IN on November 20, 2021 

• Operating Layouts • Displays 

• Dealer Tables  • Food 

• Clinics    • Door Prizes 

• Free Parking 

Dealer Tables $16.00 each [8 foot] for both days 

Setup from 7:00 AM to 10:00 AM Both Days 

Table reservation form at: cidnmra.org 
For information contact Michael Roderick at (317) 833-3556 or mdrghost@hotmail.com 

- Popular Vote Contest - 
 

Favorite Intermodal Facility 

Show Features 

Franklin Train Show 

Saturday-Sunday May 15th & 16th, 2021 
Masks Required - Hand Sanitizer Stations, - Contact Tracing  

**CID Annual Meeting** 

Map not to scale 

Admission: $3.00 per Adult or $5.00 per Family 

**NMRA Members Free with current membership card (must show card at entrance)** 

 



6 

 

 

Franklin Meet  ̶  May 15 & 16, 2021  ̶  Franklin, IN 

Johnson County  Fairgrounds, 250 Fairground St., Franklin, IN 
Dealer Show & Meet – 10am to 3pm . CID Annual Meeting May 16 at 1:00PM 

Admission: $3:00  per Adult / $5.00 per Family  

NMRA Members Free with current membership card (must show card at entrance) 
Operating layouts, vendors, door prizes, contests, food and free parking 

Dealer Tables - $16.00 for 8’ table 

For more information or tables: Mike Roder ick at (317) 833-3556 or www.cidnmra.org 

– Division Schedule – 

handle.  There are many things that may easily become damaged when you handle engines in any scale.  The 

less you touch them the better. 
 

That fact immediately brought to mind the “new” redesigned Atlas O turntable.  

This “new” version (#6999) like the original (#6910) has a 24 inch long turntable 

bridge.  That is relatively short for O scale but fairly large in actual size.   
 

The newest #6999 version has extra added rollers and electrical contacts.  The extra 

rollers did resolve a major issue with the original version.  The original's bridge 

would sink (dip) when an engine either entered or exited the turntable, because of 

the weight, making for a rough transition.  The newly added rollers resolved that 

issue.  Thank you Atlas O!   
 

I am very pleased that Atlas upgrade this turntable, because it is very affordable and 

functional.  I personally do not require a highly detailed realistic turntable for my 

needs.  I'm strictly looking for function.  This turntable will be installed in a hidden 

area and it's sole purpose will be to store engines; freeing space on the layout and 

eliminating the need to physically handle engines. 
 

BUT, there always has to be a “but” doesn't there?  I envisioned this turntable being completely surrounded by 

whisker tracks.  How in the world am I go to access the entire turntable area for: installation, operation and 

maintenance (along with the other tracks in that immediate area) when it will require at a minimum a six foot 

diameter circle area to accommodate? 
 

No one can reach across 6 feet.  If you stand at any point on the perimeter, you would need to reach 36 inches 

to reach the center.  That is way too far to reach; especially if you need to work on something. 
 

In my book, Model Railroad Custom Designer, I have written extensively about reach and access.  I can share 

with you from about 50 years of experience that you don't want anything more than 24 inches away.  At that 

distance, you can work comfortably even on small details.  At 36 inches, it will be a challenge, inconvenient 

and pain in the rear to do any work of any kind. 
 

So how now brown cow?  I read back in the 1970s in Linn Wescott's book: How to Build Model Railroad 

Benchwork, something that has always stuck with me.  Westcott suggested when cutting an access hole into 

your table, set the blade at a 45 degree angle; so when you cut an access opening, the cut you made will NOT 

fall through!  However, you can lift it out upwards.  Brilliant idea! 
 

That recollection gave me the idea, an alternative, to my dream.  If I make it possible to simply lift out my 24 

(Continued from page 4) Round & Round 

(Continued on page 8) 
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“Modern Steel Mini-Mill Details for the Modeler”  
Book Review by Phillip Burnside 

 

This book focuses on the operations of a mini 

mill as well as how to model on.  If anyone 

wants to model a steel mill but does have 

much room to work this book is full of ideas 

on how you can model steel mill in small area.  

In addition, this is coffee table type book that 

is a great reference to who would learn more 

about the steel making process and the all the 

equipment that used to support manufacture of 

steel from raw materials to coils ready for 

shipment to the customer.   Then book has 

well over 200 photos of the plant and equip-

ment. 
 

Chapter 1 looks at the history of the electric 

arc furnace (EAF) through the modern ver-

sions of this and short history of the NUCOR 

Steel.  
 

Chapter 2 is in-depth look at the materials that 

are used including scrap and the raw materials.  

This includes the steel industries many classi-

fications to the steel scrap types.   
 

Chapter 3 focus on the EAF starting with the 

scrap bucket used to load the scrap and ending 

with details of the modern operation of the 

modern EAF. 
 

Chapter 4 gives the reader detailed descrip-

tions how slag from steel making process is 

handled and then process into a product is 

sold.  Almost nothing goes to waste at the steel mill. 
 

Chapter 5 gives you information on how the ladles that hold over 200 tons of molten steel.  This is including 

the refractory brick lining and how to prep the ladle for use. 
 

Chapter 6 covers the Ladle Metallurgy Furnace (LMF) where the chemistry of the steel is adjusted to meet the 

customers requirements.  This includes how the temperature of the molten steel is maintained and stirred 

while the chemistry is adjusted. 
 

Chapter 7 describes the first step in making steel coils while using the continuous caster to solidify the molten 

steel from a liquid to a solid.   This continuous slab is cut specific length needed for rolling the slab.   
 

Chapter 8 describes how design of the tunnel furnace that are used reheated to uniform temperature need to be 

able run the slab through the rolling mill stands. 
 

Chapter 9 shows the rolling mill stand equipment need smash the steel slab into thin sheet of steel that cus-

tomer requires.  This includes the run-out tables, and the cooling systems need to fix the metallurgy of the 

steel. 
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inch turntable, I could literally stand in the dead center of the turntable area; enabling me to easily reach all the 

tracks! 
 

I would only need four wires going to the turntable lift out section: the two wires that power the motor on the 

turntable and the two wires that would power the track.  If I do elect to attempt this setup, I will ensure that these 

four wires all have male-female connectors that may be easily connected or disconnected for installing or re-

moving the turntable. 
 

On the other hand, friend and fellow NMRA Member Robert Perry suggested that I lower the turntable versus 

lifting it out.  He believes that the engines and other objects may be in the way.  “Where will you lay it down 

once you life it out?” Robert asked.  He offered several excellent suggestions / points as to turntable installation. 
 

This turntable will be located in an area on my layout that is 60 inches high.  

I realize that is higher than most people prefer, but for me being 6'2”, it is not 

bad.  The positive fact about a 60 inch height is that it's easy to get under-

neath to do whatever needs to be done.  I'd rather be on my feet versus my 

back any day of the week for model railroad construction / wiring.   
 

This project is going to involve a lot of planning, because the turntable will 

be located in an already complex web of benchwork and trackage on the 

Glacier Line.  It is the corner of my basement where three reversing loops (2 

lowest levels and 1 highest level and an one additional third level track pass 

through) which are all “stacked” on four different levels; thereby conserving 

a tremendous amount of space.   
 

I'm looking forward to this turntable being added on the east end of the Glacier Line.  Currently on the east end 

there are only four staging lanes for trains and no separate storage for engines.  (There is a tremendous amount 

of off layout storage.) 
 

Conversely, on the west end of the Glacier Line there are 8 staging lanes and a turntable with eleven (11) 

Whisker tracks.  There are also two spur sidings available for engines only.   

 

The west end (Whitefish) is adequate for our operational needs, but the east end (Shelby) was originally de-

signed to merely be a turn-around point and not a staging area.  My issue began when people began to visit the 

Glacier Line and then kept returning; some even bringing their own engines and rolling stock.  I like good prob-

lems!  The addition of multiple operators created the need to im-

prove the east end.   
 

I will write a follow up article down the line outlining what I fi-

nally decide to do.  And for now, like a turntable, I continue going 

round and round.     

(Continued from page 6) Round & Round 

Rusty Spike Vol 51 No. 1 

© Copyright 2021 

Central Indiana Division, 

Midwest Region, N.M.R.A. 

Chapter 10 describes the coiling machines that wrap the steel sheet into a coil of steel and then band them to en-

sure they can handle the coils safely.  This ends with the hot rolled coils that some customer use.. 
 

Chapter 11 describes the cold rolling post processing of the steel in order further add value to the customer.  This 

includes acid pickling, thickness reduction, annealing, and coating. 
 

Chapter 12 covers additional details for exterior support equipment including bag house cleaning of exhaust gas-

es.  
 

Chapter 13 provides additional modeling techniques for building models of the various parts of the mill and the 

support equipment used around the mill. 
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This year’s Danville train show 

was cancelled due to COVID re-

strictions but we had some who 

finished their 100’X100’ model. 

We wanted to make sure that 

work was seen. We also had al-

ready received the prizes so we 

decided to make a one time 

change and hold this contest as a 

photo contest. We had three en-

trants modeling three very differ-

ent takes on this year’s theme of 

Street Running.  
 

We sent out a link to allow CID 

members to vote. We had 66 

votes cast. Thank you to the vot-

ers for voting. It wouldn’t be a 

contest without the voting! We 

appreciate your assistance in se-

lectin the winner! 

The complete set of photos sub-

mitted by each modeler can be 

seen on the CID page at  

https://www.cidnmra.org/ 

(Left) Dan Banks won 3rd 

place with his street car, ap-

propriately named Desire, dis-

play. (Above and right) Dan 

Hinel took 2nd place with a 

little comedic variation on the 

Street Running theme. 

(Above) the 1st place choice of the voter’s was Charles 

Malinowski’s display. If you are a railfan that might be 

a nice house to live in with the trains going by. 

https://www.cidnmra.org/
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Best Kept Secret 
 

I was standing in one of the two large rooms in the Madison County Historical Society, Inc. when one of our 

volunteers said, "this is the best kept secret in Anderson, and it is. Not because we want it that way. 

 

Here we have two large rooms filled with Model Railroad and railroad materials and virtually no one knows 

about it. They know about the layout in the Library and the O 27 gauge layouts in the Paramount Theater that 

is open about 6 weeks at Christmas tine. But we seem to be having a great deal of trouble getting the word out 

about our layout rooms. 

 

We have a mockup of a Baker Valve Gear in a ¼ scale, an 8' x 16' HO Scale Layout with two town scenes and 

a major yard, a 4' x 6' On30 Scale layout that kids can operate with a push of a button and with a small town of 

1900 vintage, an O Scale Traction 4' x 8' layout showing Anderson's own Union Traction line going into the 

Indiana Railroad line, an ever growing O-27 Gauge Lionel and Marx 8' x 8' setup (roughly) with city and side 

tracks, an N scale 3 1/2' x 15' setup with a city and major yard, and an S Gauge 4' x 14' American Flyer setup 

with a city and lake with boat. There is even an HO 3' x 16' display of the Ringling Bros and Barnum & Bailey 

circus train just coming into town for unloading,  

 

On the walls are numerous photos representing railroads from the early 1900s right up to today. And there are 

displays and drawings depicting the glory age of railroading and traction along with older Model Railroad 

magazines for any who might wish them. 

 

I'm a 35 year plus member of the NMRA  and have had my own small layout open for division layout tours 

from time to time. I have been a member of the CID Board, the webmaster for the CID, and have even been 

active with the national NMRA website. All this and we still seem to be the Best Kept Secret in Anderson. 

Perhaps you can help make a difference by visiting us at 15 W 11th Street Anderson, IN on Monday, Wednes-

day, and Friday from 10 to 3. There is no charge for admission, but right now, you must call ahead to make 

reservations for your visit due to the Corvas19. We really would like to show you around, so come to Ander-

son or a visit! 

 

Roger Hensley 

602 E 31st Street 

Anderson IN 46016-5416 

Madison County Historical Society, Inc. 

765-649-2367 Home 

765-683-0052 MCHS 

One of the Madison County Historical Society model train dis-

plays. 
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Naptown & White River Model Railroad Club  
1115 McDougall Street Indianapolis, IN 46203  

 Visitors always Welcome  Monday nights 7 - 9 PM  
Memberships available  

 

For information contact:  

(317) 643-0779  

naptownmrr@gmail.com  

 

 

Web address: www.naptownrr.org 

  

  Web address: www.naptownrr.org 

Jack Simpson - Indianapolis, Indiana 

jackshoosierline@aol.com 

“Jack’s Hoosier Line” 

Keith A. Clark 
 Superintendent 

The Flint, South Bend and Kalamazoo Subdivisions  

Bloomington, Indiana 

Phone (812) 876-6799 

gtwfan@bluemarble.net In the 1970’s  

mailto:naptownmrr@gmail.com
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in business since 1976 
Large selection of Model Railroad Supplies 

Z,N,HO,O Scale &Lionel Trains 
Model and Prototype Railroad Books 

New Location 
1651 North Shadeland Ave. 

Indianapolis 

South East corner of  
North Shadeland Ave. and 17th St. 

Telephone: 317-375-0832 

Email: waynestrains@earthlink.net 

Web: www.waynestrains.biz 
 

Open Hours 

Monday thru Saturday - 10:30am to 6:00pm 
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