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Volume 56 ï Issue 3 

Summer 2026 

The Central Indiana Division Newsletter 

Chad Boasô 1958 era Monon Railroad layout Jim Lewisô Nickel Plate layout is late 50's early 60's era 

Larry Swansonôs D&RGW Pueblo Colorado area layout Chuck Tuttleôs Salt Creek & Eastern 60ôs era layout 

Our first layout tour of 2026 featured 4 layouts from the 
Lafayette/West Lafayette area. 

EXTRA! EXTRA! See page 11 for a last minute update as Mike and Precilla Roderick are 

presented with the Presidentôs Award from our NMRA President Gordy Robinson! 
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Features (click title for link)  

6 The Fort Ben Library Display 
This annual event continues to grow 

8 The Lafayette Area Layout Tour 
The CID visits several nice layouts on this tour 

11  The Rodericks receive the 
NMRA Presidentôs Award! 

16 Our SW Area Members 
John Coy visits the Evansville Train Show and 
discusses membership in this area of the Div. 

18The April Modelerôs Meet  
 A great meet held at the Carmel/Clay Library 

21The UP Blue Stripe Division 
 Pat Timpe introduces us to his model railroad 

23 Ops with Larry Boswell 
An operating session on the UP Green River to 
Provo, UT Railroad 

25The Indiana Flattop & 
Nostalgia Railroad 
Jeff Norkin takes us on a tour of his model RR 

27 Size Matters, Portable or 
Movable 
John Coy talks layout construction 

The CID has members with the experience to 
help solve your modeling problems and are will-
ing to help ALL modelers, whether you are a 
member of the NMRA or not. We believe that we 
can help and be of service to you. With your 
problems solved, you can better enjoy the hobby 

of model railroading. 

 

Contact: cidnmra@comcast.net 

Need Some Help? 

NMRA Achievement Program 
 

The CID congratulates the following members of 
the division for being awarded AP Honors. 

 
Nothing to report this Quarter 

Notices of club open houses, or other 

non-CID shows & events will be included in the 
Extra Board  first come, first served, space per-
mitting.  
 

Send your information to the editor at: 
 

cid.rustyspike@gmail.com 

The Usual  
3 Your CID Board Directory 

Contact information for your CID Board 

4 From the Superôs Desk 
Eric Smith shares his thoughts and plans for the 
future of the CID 

5 Upcoming Events 
What to look forward to, both from your CID and 
other model railroading opportunities 

12Around the Division 
Pictures and Notes from our members 

27 Back Pressure 
Thoughts from the editor 

28 Pike Ads 

29 Clubs in the CID Area 

mailto:cidnmra@comcast.net
mailto:cid.rustyspike@gmail.com
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The RUSTY SPIKE is the official publication of the Central 

Indiana Division, Midwest Region, National Model Railroad 

Association, and is published quarterly. It is located on the CID 

website at www.cidnmra.org/ Articles for publication are wel-

come for the benefit of the readers and the hobby but cannot be 

paid for. Submit articles for publication to: 

Email: cid.rustyspike@gmail.com 

Editor/Publisher 
Dave Mashino 

3423 Woodhaven Trl. - Kokomo, IN 46902 
Ph: (765) 860-1560 - cid.rustyspike@gmail.com 

 

Webmasters 
 

Rich Seymour 
8504 W. Thorn Tree Rd - Muncie, IN 47304-8701 

Ph: 765-759-6856 - rseymour@bsu.edu 
 

Dan Banks 
1506 West 4th Street - Anderson, IN 

Ph: (765) 810-3130 - wabashbanks@att.net 
 

Mark Faust 
Westfield, IN 

Phone: (814) 880-1101 
mark.faust@mac.com 

 
CID web site www.cidnmra.org 

 

Rusty Spike Closing Dates 
 

Volume 56 Issue #4 - September 1, 2026 
Volume 57 Issue #1 - December 1, 2026 
Volume 57 Issue #2 - March 1, 2027 
Volume 57 Issue #3 - June 1, 2027 
 

- Superintendent - 

Eric Smith - Fishers, IN 
eric@askncs.com 
Phone: (317) 288-1720 
Operations Chair  

- Asst. Superintendent - 

Steve Johnson 
Noblesville, IN 
stevejohns@yahoo.com 
Layout Tours Manager 

- Paymaster - 

Brian Chapman 
Cid.paymaster@gmail.com 

- Chief Clerk/Historian - 

Phillip Burnside, MMRÈ  
5660Spring hollow Ct. 
Avon, IN 46123 
Phone: (317) 442-6046 

-Past Superintendent - 

Daniel Banks - Anderson, IN 
Phone: (765) 810-3130 
wabashbanks@att.net 
Clinic Manager 
Achievement Program 
 Chair 
Social Media Manager  

CID Board Members 

Chris Clouser 
morpar55@hotmail.com 
 
Len Pasket 
Phone: (317) 332-4499  
Len.Pasket@gmail.com 
 
Roger Scoggins 
Westfield, IN 
Phone: (317) 617-0297  
rscroggins55@comcast.net 
Layout Tours Asst. Mgr. 

Trevor Jones - Bloomington, IN 
Phone: (317) 625-7626  
trevjn@sbcglobal.net   
Portable Layouts Manager  
 
David Nance - Lebanon, IN  
Phone: 765-894-7041 
David@nanceplumbing.com 
Lebanon Train Show Manager 
 
Eric Peterson - Carmel, IN 
Phone: (317) 947-4829 
ericgpet@gmail.com 
Ambassador Program Chair 
Backshop Program Chair 
 
Jim Shellhaas - Zionsville, IN 
Phone: (317) 750-4834  
jshellha@butler.edu  
Carmel Library Display Manager 

ðïïðððððððððððððð Managers ððððððððððïððððð 

Patrick Timpe 
ptimpedega168@gmail.com 
 
Marvin Goodwin 
Goodwinmarvin 
 @sbcglobal.net 
 
Jack Simpson 
jackshoosierline@aol.com 

Joe Mattick 
josephmattick@yahoo.com 
 
Brad Rotert 
engrbrad@hotmail.com 

ðððððððððððððððTrainmasters ððððððððððððððð ðð Officers ðð 

Michael Roderick - Greenwood, IN 
Phone (317) 833-3556 
mdrghost@hotmail.com 
Membership Manager 
Great Train Show Manager 
 
John Coy, MMRÈ - Avon, IN 
Phone: (317) 294-4675 
Indycop999@hotmail.com  
Avon Library Asst. Manager 
Mooresville Library Asst. Mgr. 
Layout Tours Asst. Mgr. 
Modelers Meets Co-Manager 
 
Dave Mashino - Kokomo, IN 
Phone: (765) 860-1560 
dave@mashinos.com 
Danville Train Show Manager 
 
Pedro Spicer 
spicerp777@gmail.com 
Library Train Displays Manager 
Advertising Committee Assistant 

Robert Perry, MMRÈ - Avon, IN 
Phone: (954) 675-2179  
rjpod@me.com 
Mooresville Library Display 
 Manager 
Avon Library Display Manager 
Modelers Meets Co-manager 
 
Mark Faust - Westfield, IN 
Phone: (814) 880-1101 
mark.faust@mac.com 
Track Talk Chair 
 
Dan Hinel, MMRÈ  
danhinel@sbcglobal.net 
Advertising Committee Chair 

http://www.cidnmra.org/
mailto:cid.rustyspike@gmail.com
mailto:cid.rustyspike@gmail.com
https://www.cidnmra.org/
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My name is Eric Smith and Iôm proud to serve as the 

newly elected superintendent of the Central Indiana 

Division. I have lived in Fishers, Indiana since 2001 

and have been involved in model railroading since I 

was a kid. On my basement layout, Iôm modeling 

the modern Canadian Pacific Railway (now the 

CPKC) but my main interest is in realistic opera-

tions. Iôve been the editor of the Operations Special 

Interest Groupôs The Dispatcherôs Office publication 

since October 2017. I also own the OperatingSes-

sions.com site, which is used both locally and across 

the country to organize operating sessions of all siz-

es.  

We had our first meeting with the new board and I 

wanted to thank all of the board members who just 

finished terms, are changing jobs, or are serving on 

this board today. The CID is one of the most active 

divisions and is the largest one in the Midwest Re-

gion. We do a lot of good work here and weôre go-

ing to keep doing that.  

After serving as assistant superintendent, Iôve identi-

fied some things that weôre going to tweak in the 

coming months.  

¶ Communications ï we need to have a consistent 

way to communicate with our members and the 

public at large. This means using a consistent 

brand, terminology, graphic assets, etc.  

¶ Silos ï we have lots of people doing lots of 

things in the CID, but too many people are tak-

ing on all the work by themselves. Weôre going 

to be reorganizing some of our functions into 

committees to help share the workload and then 

get the committees to work together. While the 

committee chairs/co-chairs will report to the 

board, membership in these new committees is 

not restricted to elected or appointed board 

members. Watch your email for more details.  

¶ Planning for the future: we have some big events 

coming to the CID and we need to build up our 

volunteer corps in advance. Asking for volun-

teers is far easier when itôs for a specific job and 

timeframe. In addition, if youôre pursuing any of 

the NMRA Achievement Program certificates, 

this is a perfect way to get some of your hours 

required.  

¶ Nationalôs division requirements: the NMRA has 

some new standards for the activities and tasks 

each division needs to complete on a yearly ba-

sis. Weôre at probably 80% of the requirements, 

but we are short in social events and actually 

having meetings of the members. Given that 

weôre spread out clear into Kentucky, some of 

these meetings can be online. These will pull in 

some of the aspects of our Modelerôs Meets and 

Track Talks, but in a shorter, more digestible 

format. Theyôll be recorded and shared to our 

YouTube channel, in case you canôt attend live.  

Iôm looking forward to my term as your superinten-

dent. I plan to work as a servant leader to smooth out 

bumps, resolve issues, and make it easier for our 

board, managers, and volunteers to do their jobs.  

Iôm always happy to take your questions, ideas, and 

criticisms. Please contact me at eric@askncs.com or 

by phone at 317-288-1720 and letôs chat.  

As we all know, the summer months 
are slow in the model railroading 
world. We would love to see content 
from as many members as possible to 
keep the Rusty Spike  between the 
rails this summer. Send us your pho-
tos, stories, and articles by Sept. 1 for 
inclusion in the next issue! 

Going to Chattanooga? Send us your 
favorite photos and stories to share. 
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ï  Extra Board ï 

ï Division Schedule ï 

Are you wondering about upcoming train shows and events in Indiana, Ohio and Michigan? Go to the CID home 
page under Train Shows / Master Listing to find a listing of many events that might be of interest. It has new, 
regular and cancelled events to help you make plans. This list also includes NMRA events. Updated lists will be 

posted as received or you can go to www.TrainShowList.com 

Modelers Meet / Irvington Presbyterian Church - 55 Johnson Ave, Indianapolis 
Saturday, October 3, 2026  from 10 AM - 3 PM 

Indianapolis Train Show @ Garfield Park - Saturday, October 3rd, 2026  
10am-3pm  - Admission: $5. Children 12 and under free with adult.  
Location: Burrello Family Center, Garfield Park. 2345 Pagoda Drive, Indianapolis, IN 
Vendor Information or inquiries: Naptownmrr@gmail.com or 317-643-0779 
The Naptown & White River Model Railroad Club is excited to partner with the Burrello Family Center and Garfield 
Park to bring our Train Shows back to our own neighborhood. Admission is still just $5 dollars, with free and plentiful 
parking. All Scales welcome, featuring layouts and displays in all sizes, and more than 70 tables of Toy and Model 
Trains, memorabilia and Railroad Artefacts. 

This space is reserved for non-CID events. If your organization would 
like to place a notice here for an upcoming event, send your info to: 

cid.rustyspike@gmail.com. 

Fall Fest Train Show - September 12th - 10am to 4pm and 13th - 10am to 3pm 
At the Indiana State Fair Grounds Expo Hall, Admission $10 per person, 10 and under free 
For Information Contact: Michael Roderick - fallfesttrainshow@gmail.com - (317) 833-3556  

2026 NMRA National Convention ï Chattanooga, TN July 27 to August 2, 2026 

Mid-August, 2026 - CID picnic with the Indiana Live Steamers 

Check the CID website at cidnmra.org for updates 

https://www.trainshowlist.com/listings.pdf
mailto:Naptownmrr@gmail.com
mailto:cid.rustyspike@gmail.com
https://www.nmra2026.org/
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By the time I arrived around 9:00 AM on that Satur-
day morning on April 4, the last of the layouts were 
rolling in. I came in with John and Joeseph Coy fol-
lowed by Dan Hamilton who took the last available 
table. The library staff had brought in coffee and do-
nuts for the volunteers who took the time to be here 
for the kids (of all ages).  

The doors opened at 10:00. The first hour was re-

The dedicated group of mostly CID members were joined by the CINTrak N-Trak group all arriving early to get set up for the show. 

The Fort Ben Library Display 
By Dave Mashino 

served for sensory sensitive attendees, so the sound 
was turned down a notch. I was surprised how many 
people were there when the doors opened. Many of 
those first attendees had some kind of disability that 
might have kept them from being around noisy 
crowds, but all I saw that morning was smiles. A 
continuous stream of visitors came through the li-
brary all day. 

Visitors were there early for the first sensory sensitive hour of the event. 
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CID members Bill Kennedy and Pedro Spicer orga-
nized another great event with the assistance of Shel-
by Peak and the rest of the library staff. Shelby said 
there were 480 visitors that day. 

What a great turnout of folks we would not normally 

see at one of our big train shows. Library shows are a 
great way for us to share our love of this great hob-
by. 

A big thanks to all the participants that made the 
show a success. 
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Chad Boasô layout depicts the 
Monon Railroad around 1958. 
It starts in staging and runs 
from Monon IN south running 
through 10 towns to Mitchell 
and back into staging. There 
are the main switching yards 
at Lafayette and Bloomington 
and some switching at the 
yards in Monon.  

Scenes From the Lafayette/West Lafayette Layout Tour 
Steve Johnson did a wonderful job of arranging the tour which took place on April 18th. There were four lay-
outs plus the Purdue Railroad Clubôs open-house included which made for a great day of model railroading. 

The Lafayette shops on Chadôs layout 
is an impressive scene 

Left - Jim Lewisô Layout depicts the late 50's early 60's 
Nickel Plate RR Indianapolis to Michigan City division  
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Left and below - Chuck Tuttleôs Salt Creek & Eastern is a freelanced 
HO railroad set in the mid 1960's. Operations are by TT/TO with a 2:1 
clock on a 24 hour schedule that requires 10 or so operators per ses-
sion lasting 3-4 hours each. The layout occupies 1200+ sq. ft of the 
basement plus staging in two crawl spaces. The main line is approxi-
mately 550' long on two levels with a helper grade rather than a helix. 
There are three active interchanges with other railroads that operate 
independently from the SC&E plus a narrow gauge logging line. Most 
of it has scenery.  

Larry Swansonôs D&RGW ƺ The emphasis is on the Rio Grande in HO scale, 1100 SF. Pueblo Colorado is where 4 railroads con-
verge. Rio Grande, Santa Fe, MoPac and Colorado and Southern each have separate staging on this double deck scheme. Major in-
dustries include the CF&I Steel mill, Ideal Concrete plant, Meat Packing Plant and many smaller switching spots found in Pueblo 
and Canon City. Scenery is 80% complete.  














































