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Photo: Martin Hooks 

Here is a different perspective from Martin Hooksô quadcopter of the floor 
of the Martinsville Meet just before the doors opened to the public.  

A beautiful spring day did not deter 463 people 
from attending the Martinsville Meet on April 21, 
2015. The Martinsville National Guard Armory 
was filled to capacity with vendors and train lay-
outs. Despite being the CIDôs smallest venue 
there was a surprising variety of vendors and 
model railroad items to please everyone. Many 
thanks to Ina Jones and her family who stepped 
forward to supply our dining car services. Plans 
are to hold the meet again next year even as the 
2016 NMRA National Convention looms over us. 
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IƛƎƘōŀƭƭ ǘƻ LƴŘȅΣ нлмс 
July 3 ï 10, 2016 

Downtown Indianapolis 

Important Deadlines 
 

This is a reminder to you that the 2016 NMRA National Convention and National Train Show will be 
here in just 16 months.  And ñhereò in the previous sentence means not only the time for the conven-
tion, but also the location - Downtown Indianapolis.  Another important deadline to remember is that 
registration costs will increase in 9 months.  So, rather than procrastinating and taking a chance you 
will forget this deadline, now would be a good time to register for the convention.  You may accom-
plish this by going to either the NMRA or the Highball to Indy, 2016 (HTI, 2016) web site.  For the 
NMRA site, go to NMRA.org and then click on NMRA Store at the top, left of the page.  Click on 
Members Only Store and then choose 2016 Indianapolis Convention.  You may also use the HTI, 
2016 site.  To do this, go to NMRA2016.org.  Choices for how you may get registered are listed on 
the home page. 
 

The HTI, 2016 CID host committee has been busy collecting information about layouts whose own-
ers wish to have them open for tours or operations during the convention.  We are also recruiting 
clinicians for the convention.  Do you have some modeling information of a local nature youôd care to 
share with the other convention attendees?  If you are interested in either of these opportunities, you 
will find information about them under the Volunteer Today! tab on the HTI, 2016 web site.  Due to 
publication lead times, we need to have the layout information by late summer this year.  Donôt daw-
dle. 
 

If you are attending this yearôs convention in Portland, OR, stop by the HTI, 2016 booth and say hel-
lo.  Weôll be there publicizing our convention.   
 

Donôt pass up this opportunity to attend a National Convention in your own back yard.  I think itôs 
pretty safe to say there wonôt be one held closer to the CID than this one.  See you in Indy in July, 
2016.   
 

Steve Studley 
 

Highball to Indy, 2016, chair 
MWR Vice President 
CID Past Superintendent 
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missed the show. The current plan is to go 
ahead and have the Martinsville show next year 
even as we prepare for the 2016 NMRA Nation-
al Convention in July. 
 

Since we are on the subject of our meets, I 
have taken over responsibility of the Danville 
Meet and am looking for any help that I can get 
with regard to that meet. If you would be inter-
ested in working with any aspect of the show 
from advertising, working with vendors, secur-
ing or running food service, etc., please let me 
know immediately. Any help would be greatly 
appreciated. This meet will be November 21st 
and many things need to be in the works now. 
 

More praise needs to go out to Trainmaster Jon 
Silverberg who organized our Spring Layout 
Tour with six layouts on the north side of Indian-
apolis to see. These included a wide variety of 
scales to see and many modeling ideas to learn 
from. I also want to say thanks to Al Askerberg 
who invited tour participants to stop by his 
groups On30 meet and see what they were do-
ing in that scale. Despite the weather being un-
cooperative, all the layouts were well worth a 
stop to see. 
 

Finally I want to thank anyone else who helped 
work on CID projects since the first of the year. 
Your CID board members and others work hard 
to offer you quality events that I urge you to 
take advantage of. Let me know what you think 
about what we are doing or about other things 
you would like to see the CID do and I will take 
them to the board for discussion. The board 
wants you to know that we work very hard to do 
what is best for the CID.  

 
Keith Clark 

CID, Superintendent 
 

With summer almost 
upon us and all those 
outside activities 
looming over us I am 
sure model railroad-

ing will probably take a backseat for some of 
you for a while. Your CID board however will 
continue throughout the summer planning for 
events and working for the betterment of your 
Central Indiana Division. With that said I would 
like to welcome the three Trainmasters to the 
board that you elected this spring. Congratula-
tions to Trevor Jones, Bill Schoonmaker and 
Jim Shellhaas. Jim is new to the board and I am 
sure will be a great addition. I look forward to 
working with all these gentlemen as they serve 
their terms. I will also be looking for several 
people whom I have the opportunity to appoint 
to the board. If you think that you would like to 
be an appointed member to the board please 
contact me at the information found on page 
two of the Rusty Spike. I would love to talk to 
you about filling one of those positions.  
 

I want to take this opportunity to express my 
thanks to Trainmasters Trevor Jones and Dan 
Goins for managing another great Martinsville 
Meet. They do a wonderful job putting on the 
show in a space that they could fill with more 
vendors if they had the room. We had a large 
turnout on a beautiful day despite the fact I am 
sure people took advantage of the weather to 
enjoy other activities outdoors and therefore 
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(Above) Al Askerbergôs small HO module is beautifully 
done.  (Left) Shopper's scour the floor for bargains and 
those things you just have to have. 

(Above) CINTrak brought their great N Scale modular lay-
out for display. Here, one of itôs members is placing cars 
on a train in preparation for a run around the layout. 

(Above) More shoppers and also great to see the kids there. (Left) 
The CID Annual Meeting took place at Martinsville. Here we have a 
photo of attendees listening to and looking over reports from 2014. 

(Above) This meetôs favorites contest besides Favorite 
Train was Favorite Locomotive. Hereôs one of the entries. 

All Photos: Rich Seymour 
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Attention ï All notices of club open houses, or other 

shows & meets will be included in the Extra Board only if 

the official request form is used. This form may be printed 

off the CID website at:  
http://cid.railfan.net/Extra_Board_Request_Sheet.pdf 

Fill out the form and send to the address listed on the 

form. Upcoming deadlines for each Rusty Spike are listed 

in the Spike or may be obtained from Keith Clark (see pg. 

2). Events not sent on the request form cannot be included. 

 

Rusty Spike Closing Dates 
 

Volume 45 Issue #4 - June 14, 2015  

Volume 45 Issue #5 - September 6, 2015 

Volume 46 Issue #1 - December 6, 2015 
 

Dates are tentative and subject to change. 

ï  Extra Board ï 

ï Division Schedule ï 

 

Fall Modelerôs Meet ï Keep watching the CID website for information 

 

Fall Layout Tour ï Keep watching the CID website for information 

 

Carmel Library Train Show ï November 7, 2015ï Carmel, IN 

 For more information: trevjn@sbcglobal.net 

 

Danville Train Meet ï November 21, 2015 ï Danville, IN 

 Hendricks County Fair Grounds, Danville, Indiana 

 Dealer Show & Meet ï 10am to 3pm  - $3.00 per person/$5.00 per family 

Operating layouts, vendors, door prizes, contests, food and free parking 

Dealer tables $16.00 each (10ô table) 

For more information: Keith Clark at (812) 876-6799 or gtwfan@bluemarble.net 

Columbus Area Model Railroad Club 15th Annual Train Show & Swap Meet September  12,  2015 ï Edinburgh, IN 
Johnson County Park at the Park Office Building, Edinburgh, IN 

10am-4pm - Admission is FREE! Meet is held in conjunction with the Heart Nut Festival. 

At our swap meet we will have both vendors and individuals selling their wares.  There are three operating layouts 

in the clubroom in various states of completion, four if you include our Z gauge layout - something for everyone. 

Besides the activities at our club show, the Indiana Live Steamers will be operating at the park that day, and there 

will other exhibits and activities of potential interest to CID members and their families. 

For more information: Bob Morrison (812) 378-4275 

 

Highball to Indy ï NMRA National Convention ï Indianapolis, IN  ï  July 3-10, 2016 
Westin Hotel & Indianapolis Convention Center 

50 S. Capital Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46204 

National Train Show July 9-11, 2016, Indianapolis Convention Center 

For more information: http://www.nmra2016.org 

Upcoming CID Board Meetings 
 

Date:        June 7, 2015 
 

Location: Indianapolis Marion County Library 

                Wayne Branch Library 
                198 S. Girls School Road 
                Indianapolis, IN 
 

Time:      1:30 PM    
 

CID members are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
Board members can confirm location and date. 

 
 
 

Closed meeting for board members only 
 

Date:        August 9, 2015 
 

Location: Announced to board members  
 

Time:      12:00 PM    
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Modelers Meet Report 

March 14, 2015 

Subject: Open Loads 
 

The Central Indiana Division (CID) held its Spring Modelers Meet on Saturday, March 14 in Indian-
apolis.   The subject for the session was Open Loads.  Superintendent Keith Clark saw to it that Bob 
Frankrone, from Louisville, was invited to attend.  Bob is well known for his ñOpen Loadsò presenta-
tion and several of us have attended his talk in the past.  He is in the process of upgrading his talk.  
The new clinic will be presented in May at Mid Central Regionôs convention, ñThe Thoroughbred Lim-
itedò, in Lexington, KY.  Bob also brought 20+ models for which he had constructed open loads.  This 
allowed us to see the actual models that had been shown as photos in his clinic.  We enjoyed having 
Bob join us for a day spent sharing modeling information.  I believe Bob also enjoyed the day, inter-
acting with members of the CID.  Thanks, Bob, for visiting   
 

There were 19 members present displaying projects that either matched the subject or showed mod-
els currently under construction.  There was enough time for each modeler to talk about what they 
had brought and for others to ask questions.  Attending CID Modelers Meets proves to be a great 
way to learn about different modeling techniques and tips that help us to expand our modeling skill-
set.  Remember ALL CID/NMRA members are invited to attend regardless of your current level of 
modeling skills.  Members only, though, with one exception: a member may bring a guest (non-
NMRA member) for a one-time visit to learn the educational value of participating in a Modelers 
Meet.  The price is right, too ï itôs free.  See you at the next Modelers Meet.  The location, date, and 
time, will be announced in a future issue of the Rusty Spike and on the CID website ï cid.railfan.net 

 

Steve Studley 

(Above) Tom Cain describes  how he made some of his open loads. 
(Right) Bob Frankrone give his clinic on ñOpen Loadsò. (Below Right) 
One on Bobôs loads simply made from empty scotch tape reels but the 
bracing is awesome. (Below) Models demonstrating several ways to 
load auto frames are the work of Dick McPherson . 

All photos: Rich Seymour 



8 

 

        The Central Indiana Division of the NMRA 
would like to welcome these new members. Weôre 
happy to have you aboard.  If you know any of 
these new members or happen to see them at a 
CID activity, please give them a personal wel-
come. 

Rusty Spike Vol. 45 No. 3 

ÉCopyright 2015 

Central Indiana Division, 

Midwest Region, N.M.R.A. 

Albertson Estate Closing Report  

 

During the hair trigger years of the cold war, 
Jack Albertson, USAF, was a fighter pilot sta-
tioned in Europe. He was on the front line pro-
tecting our freedom. At any time his next sortie 
might have been a training flight, or his role in 
nuclear Armageddon. One thing he did to relax 
was to visit a German hobby shop and buy 
Fleischmann HO trains to build a layout. Years 
later, enjoying the peace, he helped secure, he 
built an N scale layout in his Bloomington base-
ment. In the Rusty Spike this time last year I 
reported how we recovered Jack's trains from 
that basement. Since we are a 501c3 organiza-
tion, Jack's widow, Peg, was able to donate his 
trains to the CID. I also reported that the board 
developed a policy and a donation form for han-
dling estates. 
 
I'm pleased to report that at the April board 
meeting we voted to close the book on this es-
tate since it has all been disposed of. The CID 
benefitted by $808.50. Most of the collection 
was sold at the Naptown and White River Man-
ual High School meet last March, with the rest 
being sold at Danville and other meets. Some 
remaining unsold items of very little value went 
to two of our Martinsville dealers. So we now 
have a procedure in place which we know 
works well if you become aware of a railroad 
collection that could possibly be donated to the 
CID get in touch with any board member. 
 

 Trevor Jones 

Election Results  
 

National 

 

 President    Charlie Getz 
 VP-Administration  Clark Kooning 
 VP-Special Projects  Gerry Leone 
 Pacific District  Mike Bartlett 
 Eastern District  Joe Gelmini 
 At-Large NADirector Peter Youngblood 

 
Central Indiana Division 

 
There were 61 ballots cast and the following people were 
elected. Their 2 year term begins on May 15th. 
 
 Trainmaster   Trevor Jones 
 Trainmaster   Bill Schoonmaker 
 Trainmaster   Jim Shellhaas 
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Vol. 45- Issue 3 

 

Train Central 
In business since 1976 

 
Large selection of: 

Z, N, HO, O Scale & Lionel Model Railroad Supplies; 

Model & Prototype Railroad Books; 

Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends; 

Die Cast Race Cars; 

Free Flight Model Airplanes. 

 
Phone: (317) 375-0832  

Fax: (317) 375-1278 

 

6742 E. Washington St. 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46219 

 
All Year Monday-Saturday 10:30 AM to 6:00 PM 

November-January Sunday 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 


