
1 

 

Volume 48 ï Number 2  March - August  2018 

The newsletter of the Central Indiana Division of the  

Midwest Region, National Model Railroad Association 

New Franklin Show Location Proves Worthy 

Trainmaster Eric Smith looks on as Paymaster Joe Rodenberg and Trainmaster Jin Schellhaas sell tickets to the relo-

cated spring train show at the Johnson County National Guard Armory in Franklin, Indiana. (Photo: Rich Seymour) 
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Attention ï All notices of club open houses, or other 

shows & meets will be included in the Extra Board only if 

the official request form is used. This form may be printed 

off the CID website at:  
http://www.cidnmra.org/rusty-spike-back-issues and click 

on Extra Board Request Sheet 

Fill out the form and send to the address listed on the 

form. Upcoming deadlines for each Rusty Spike are listed 

in the Spike or may be obtained from Keith Clark (see pg. 

3). Events not sent on the request form cannot be included. 

 

Rusty Spike Closing Dates 
 

Volume 48 Issue #3 - September 9, 2018 

Volume 48 Issue #4 - December 2, 2018 

 
 

Dates are tentative and subject to change. 

Features  

2 My Apologies 
5 Danville Train Meet 

7 2018 Danville Special Favorites 
Contest 
See what this unique Favorites contest has for 
requirements. You now have about ten months 
to prepare your entry. 

8 Train Day at the Museum 
Model Railroaders display their layouts at the 
Terre Haute Childrenôs Museum. 

10 October Modelers Meet 
A look at educational offerings from fellow 
model railroaders. 

 

The Usual  
2 Rusty Spike Closing Dates 

3 Your CID Board Directory 
Contact information for your CID Board of  
Directors. 

4 Superintendentôs Report 
Thoughts from your Superintendent. 

6 Upcoming Events 
What to look forward to, both from your CID and 
other model railroad opportunities. 

10 Board Meeting Schedule 
CID members are welcome to attend. 

11 Pike Ads 

 

There is lots more infor-

mation to discover on out 

website. Go to the url be-

low for  all kinds of mod-

el railroad links. 

www.cidnmra.org 

My Apologies - 

 
I wanted to let all of the members of the CID know 

that I am sorry for my lack of promptness in getting 

the Rusty Spike published for you over the last sev-

eral months. After being charged with the relocation  

and management of the spring train show and other 

CID duties I just could not get myself motivated to 

get the Spike out. There really is no excuse as that is 

a responsibility that I took on and do take seriously 

but I guess it was just a good time for a break. Please 

look forward to the Spike being on time and informa-

tive as Dan Hinel takes my place as CID Superinten-

dent. He will do a great job for you and I can have 

more time on the Spike and Danville train show.  

Again I apologize for the lateness of the Spike. 

 

Keith Clark 

Rusty Spite Editor/Publisher 
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The RUSTY SPIKE is the official publication of the Central 

Indiana Division, Midwest Region, National Model Railroad 

Association, and is published at least five times a year just prior 

to meets. It is sent FREE to all N.M.R.A. members in the C.I.D. 

and non-members may subscribe for $6 per year. Articles for 

publication are welcome for the benefit of the readers and the 

hobby but cannot be paid for. Submit articles for publication to 

the Editor; address changes or mailing problems to the Circula-

tion Manager; and advertising or advertising inquiries to the 

Publisher. 

Circulation Manager 
Chuck Tuttle 

1708 Maywood Dr. - Lafayette, IN 47906 

Ph: 765-463-0531ðchuck.tuttle@outlook.com 

 

Editor/Publisher 

Keith Clark 

4132 W. Briar Gate Drive - Bloomington, IN 47404-5911 

Ph: 812-876-6799ðgtwfan@bluemarble.net 

 

Webmaster 
Rich Seymour 

8504 W Thorn Tree Rd- Muncie, IN 47304-8701 

Ph: 765-759-6856ðrseymour@bsu.edu 

 

CID web site http://cidnmra.org 

columbusarearailroadclub.com 

 

- Superintendent - 

 

Dan Hinel 
1525 Birdsong Drive 

Westfield, IN 46074 

Phone: (317) 763-1356 
Internet: danhinel@sbcglobal.net 

PR Manager 
 

- Asst. Superintendent - 

   

Jon Silverberg 
10207 East 200 North 

Sheridan, IN 46069  

Phone: (317) 431-2102 
Internet: jonfsilverberg@cs.com 

 

- Paymaster - 

 

Joe Rodenberg 

9220 Golden Leaf Way 
Indianapolis, IN 46260-5070 

Phone: (317) 334-7833 

Internet: jhroden@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
- Chief Clerk - 

 

Rich Seymour 

8504 W. Thorn Tree Rd. 

Muncie, IN 47304-8701 
Phone: (765) 759-6856 

Internet: rseymour@bsu.edu 

Historian & Webmaster 
 

-Trainmasters - 

 
Trevor Jones - Bloomington 

Phone: (317) 625-7626  
Internet: trevjn@sbcglobal.net   

Portable Layout Manager  

 
Jeff Norkin - Fishers 

Phone: (317) 439-5808 

Internet: jeff@etfbs/com 
 

Ed Novit - Avon  

Phone: (716) 449-2203  
Internet edward@edwardnovit.com  

 

Michael Roderick - Greenwood 
Phone (317) 833-3556 

mdrghost@hotmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 Jim Shellhaas - Zionsville 
Phone: (317) 750-4834  

Internet: jshellha@butler.edu  
Noblesville Show Manager 
 

Bill Schoonmaker - Bedford 

Phone: (812) 275-2211 
Internet: 

b.schoonmaker@comcast.net 

Clinic Manager 

 

Jack Simpson- Indianapolis 

Phone: (317) 374-5444 
Internet: jackshoosierline@aol.com 

 

Eric Smith - Fishers, IN  
Phone: (317) 288-1720  

Internet: eric@northcomp.com 

Chuck Tuttle 
Phone: (765) 586-4806 

Internet: chuck.tuttle@outlook.com 

Membership/Circulation Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Managers - 

 

Matt Ahlbrand - Columbus 
Phone: (812) 342-6477 

Internet: fmahlbrand@gmail.com 

GTS Manager 

 

Thomas Cain - Indianapolis 

Phone: (317) 696-2818  
Internet: atsf93@comcast.net 

CID AP Manager 

 

Doug Rolfe - Ellettsville 

Phone: (812) 679-9223 

Internet: domarolfe@yahoo.com 

Carmel Show Manager 

 

-Past Superintendent - 

 

Keith Clark - Bloomington 

Phone: (812) 876-6799 
Internet: gtwfan@bluemarble.net 

Rusty Spike Editor/Publisher & 

Danville Show Manager 

CID Board Members 
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Dan Hinel 
CID Superintendent 

 
Hello CID/NMRA Members, 

 

I am Dan Hinel, your newly elected CID Superinten-

dent.  It is a great honor and privilege to represent 

you for the next two years.  Even thou I have been a 

member in three different divisions/regions of the 

NMRA for over 25 years, I still have a great deal to 

learn.  My first lesson is how great a job Keith Clark 

and your CID board has done fostering model rail-

roading here in central Indiana.  Keith has left me 

with some pretty big superintendent shoes to fill.  I 

will state for the record that I will probably stumble 

and fall as I learn my new duties. 

 

I hope everyone is enjoying their summer so far.  

Yes, it has been hot but what better excuse to go 

down into that nice cool train room and work on the 

layout or other projects.  One project that you might 

be interested in is the 100ô X 100ô scale feet favor-

ites contest.  Prepare an entry for display at the Dan-

ville Train show.  See the CID web page  https://

www.cidnmra.org for further details. 

 

While looking at the web page donôt forget to see 

the CID/NMRA Timetable for other events this Fall.  

In particular the CID Modelers Meet Saturday, Oc-

tober 13, 2018 Carmel Library Show, Saturday, No-

vember 10,2018 and the Annual Danville Train 

Show, Saturday November 17, 2018. 

 

Many of you are probably have recently returned 

from the 2018 NMRA National Convention at Kan-

sas City, but even if you did or did not there are vari-

ous regional and divisional activities around.  In par-

ticular the Michiana Division is host the Edu-Train 

E & T Conference in South Bend on September 21-

22, 2018.  Ok, you are in need of an op session, 

reach out and contact your fellow model railroaders 

for opportunities to operate.  Even if you are a nov-

ice operator you will always be welcome.  Plus do 

not forget the CIRROPS Weekend     November 3-5, 

2018.   

 

Ok one final comment.  I and the CID Bod are here 

for you but feedback is critical in the improvement 

process.  So, I will open up a can of worms since I 

cannot read your mind I will ask.  What is your opin-

ion of the CID/MWR/NMRA?  Rate your response 

on a scale of 1-10, 1 needs improvement and 10 canôt 

say enough good things.   If you a sighting a defi-

cient, can you also provide a suggestion how you 

would improve the situation.  Let me know, either by 

attending a CID Bod meeting or sending me an 

email, danhinel@sbcglobal.net .  Final thought,   I 

donôt have all the answers but we as a group can 

come up with a great many.  Look to what you have 

accomplished since 1963, hosted regional and na-

tional conventions, promoted the hobby and made 

great friends, constructed some of the best layouts in 

the hobby.   Let us not look at obstacles that block 

our path but rather for paths around such obstacles so 

we can meet our objectives. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Dan Hinel 

CID Superintendent 
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Central Indiana Division 
of the 

National Model Railroad Association 

Danville Train Show 

Saturday - November 17, 2018 

Hendricks County Fair Grounds 
ON OLD US 36 ï 4.9 MILES WEST OF AVON ï NORTH SIDE OF OLD US 36 AND 

COUNTY ROAD 200 E (across from post office) 
 

10 AM to 3 PM 

Check out our website at http://www.cidnmra.org 

Presents the 

The next train show will be at Noblesville in January 27, 2019 

Å Operating Layouts Å Displays 

Å Dealer Tables  Å Model Judging  

Å 2 Clinics   Å Door Prizes 

Å Food    Å Free Parking 

Dealer Tables $16.00 each [8 foot] Setup from 7:00 AM to 10:00 AM 

Contact Keith Clark at (812) 876-6799 or gtwfan@bluemarble.net 

- Popular Vote Contest - 
Favorite Train &  

Favorite 100x100 Scale Feet Display 
 

Model registration:  10am to 11am 

Voting open: 11am to 1:30pm 

Winners announced: 1:30pm 
 

All in attendance are asked to be sure and stop by the con-

test table and vote for your favorite train and scale display. 

Show Features 

Admission  
$3.00 per person  

$5.00 per family  

I-465 

 

Danville 

Map to Hendricks County 

4-H & Convention Center 

1900 E. Main St., Danville, Indiana 46122-0007 

U.S. 36 U.S. 36 

S.R. 39 

S.R. 39 

I-70 

U.S. 40 

Brownsburg 

Plainfield 

I-74 

Old U.S. 36 

S 200 E 
Avon 

N 

Hendricks County 4-H & 

Conference Center 

Hendricks 

Community 

Hospital 

County 

Jail 

I
n
d
i
a
n
a
p
o
l
i
s

 

Map not to scale 
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ï  Extra Board ï 

ï Division Schedule ï 

Fall Modelers Meet - October 13, 2018 - Zionsville, IN 

Irvington Presbyterian Church, 55 Johnson Ave, Indianapolis, IN 

Hours will be our regular 10A to 3P.  The presentation for the meet will be on ï 

JMRI Operations ï will be given by Joe Mattick. 

Bring something with you that youôd like to share with others.   
For more information: Steve Studley (812) 876-9726  

 

Carmel Library Train Show ï November 10, 2018ï Carmel, IN 

         Operating Layouts & Circus Displays (No vendors)  

          10am to 3pmðAdmission is FREE  

 For more information: Jim Shellhaas at (317) 750-4834  

 

Danville Train Meet ï November 17, 2018 ï Danville, IN 

            Hendricks County Fair Grounds, Danville, Indiana 

            Dealer Show & Meet ï 10am to 3pm  - Admission $3.00 per Person/$5.00 per Family 

Operating layouts, vendors, door prizes, contests, food and free parking 

For more information: Keith Clark at (812) 876-6799 or gtwfan@bluemarble.net 

 

Noblesville Meet ï January 27, 2019 ï Noblesville, IN  
Hamilton County 4H Expo Center, 2003 Pleasant Street  

Dealer Show & Meet ï 10am to 3pm  

Admission: $3:00  per Adult / $5.00 per Family  

Operating layouts, vendors, door prizes, contests, food and free parking 

Dealer Tables - $12.00 for 6ô table 

For more information or tables: Jim Shellhaas at (317) 750-4834  

Naptown & White River Model RR Club ï September 15, 2018 ï Indianapolis, IN 
Train ShowïManual H.S. Gym, 2405 S. Madison Ave., Indianapolis, IN 

Admission $5.00/Children under 12 free with adult 

Free admission to all Scouts in uniform w/paid adult 

Saturday, 10 am to 3 pm ï Vendors, Layouts, Clinics, Food, and More! 

Club Layout will be open free of charge 

See www.naptownrr.org for map and directions 

For more information: Michael Roderick at (317) 833-3556 or naptownmrr@gmail.com 

 

Monon R.R, Historical Society Annual Swap Meet/Train Show ï September 23, 2018 ï West Chester, OH 

Entertrainment Junction, 7379 Squire Ct., West Chester Ohio (Near Cincinnati) 

Admission: $3:00  per Adult / $5.00 per Family  
Sunday 10 am to 3 pm ï Vendors, Layouts, Clinics, Food, and More! 

Vendors, clinic, and food (Clinic by Mont Switzer) 

Dealer Tables - $15.00 for 6ô table 

For more information or tables: Ron Simunic at (812) 322-7306 or simunic22@att.net  



7 

 

Reminder - 2018 Danville Special Favorites Contest 

100 Scale Feet X 100 Scale Feet Display 
 

Note that the ñ100 Scale Feetò contest will be held at the Danville meet on November 17, 2018.  If you get 

busy and work quickly you will have enough time to complete your entry.  But, you do need to get busy! 

The subject for this special Favorites Contest will be a 100 scale foot X 100 scale foot display in the model 

scale (NO 1:1 scale) of your choice. 
 

The major rules are: 

Maximum horizontal dimensions = 100 Scale Feet X 100 Scale Feet square or 100 Scale Feet diameter 

circle 

No part of the model should extend past the edge of the base 

Maximum vertical dimension = none, but the model must stand on its own 

This is a display - no backdrop 

May be electrically powered, 18 V maximum from batteries or 110V wall-wart 
 

Schedule for the day of the contest: 

10:00A ï 11:00A  Model Registration 

11:00A ï 1:30P  Voting Open 

1:30P    Winner Announced 
  

Steve Studley 

Above: Eric  Peterson explains how he made 

his O Scale signals for his model railroad. 

Photo: Rich Seymour 

Below: Tom Cain shows how he builds his 

HO signal bridges for his Santa Fe model rail-

road. 

Photo: Rich Seymour 
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TRAIN DAY at the MUSEUM 

    We just finished the 6th Annual    "Train Day at 

the Museum" on July 14th,  (at the Terre Haute Chil-

dren's Museum.)    A show of Operating Layouts, 

Dioramas,  Railroad Museums. and Yes the NMRA. 

6 years ago I was asked to (and I Quote try) to put 

on a Train Show at the Children's Museum.   The 

Terre Haute area is a place that most train shows 

have come and gone, and talking with a few of those 

that had tried to put on a show,   breaking even was 

a big drawback.   It  could have been facility rental 

fees or lack of show visitors, Who Knows.    Several 

years have passed since the last of those shows and 

so far our show is still here, finishing it's 6th year 

and already working on the 7th.    

      

    As a previous volunteer at the Museum,  I re-

paired older exhibits along with being a member on 

the board,   I had a long acquaintance with the Mu-

seum to include helping set up the traveling exhib-

its,   Dinosaurs, Sharks, and the like.      Little did 

they know how many model railroaders I knew 

around here.   We were able to bring in 7 layouts at 

the first show (more than the Museum thought we 

could bring in),  and yes 285 visitors came in to see 

it, ( not that the terrible storm pushed them in to see 

it that day). 

 

  The News Media interview of the 1st Show came 

out with the Museum saying that this was the first 

annual event.   I then new this was going to contin-

ue.    The Museum was wondering if there was a 

limit to how many layouts could be brought in or 

even fit in the Museum.   Well it has grown from 

those first 7 layouts to a high last year of 18 operat-

ing layouts,  Railroad Museums,  Dioramas, and 

Displays and we still find places to put every-

one.    We opened this year's "Train Day at the Muse-

um" with 14 layouts down a few but drew 451 visi-

tors, over doubling a regular Saturday attendance at 

the Museum.  My Railroad Engineer Manikin , came 

home with a name this year of  "FRED" given by 

Kids at the Museum.  He will wear that name next 

year  The last three years we have boasted that possi-

bility this show may be the largest gathering of (and I 

Quote small layouts) in all of Central Indiana.  We 

may never know for sure as few records probably 

exists about shows from years past.    I am thankful 

of the near endless amount of Central Indiana Divi-

sion portable layouts out there and as always a new 

one or two each year add to the show.    I have to 

thank several Central Indiana Division Members 

faithfully bringing their layouts out for this event 

each year.  And what a wonderful place to showcase 

your trains,  your modeling work and at a "Summer 

Show" in a Beautiful Building no less with a lot of 

kids and families with their eyes a glowing.    I al-

ways pondered how well a show would work here on 

the west side of Indiana.  And here it is.   A show that 

has no costs to us, the exhibitors.     All entrance 

money goes for a good cause,  The Terre Haute Chil-

dren's Museum.   Not sure yet if 451 is a new record 

of attendance for the show,  but if it isn't it is well on 

it's way.   We may not have Vendors,   But we have a 

Great Show.  

 

     After visiting the show in 2017,  an NMRA  Dis-

play Table from one of your own,   Steve Studley 

(Continued on page 9) 

Steve Studley mans the CID Booth at Train Day at the Museum 

                 Photo: Newman Atkinson 
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Representing CID, the NMRA, and your Region 

President exhibiting for the first time and showing 

his Scale 100 Square foot scene. Steve left with 

Smiles as did my CID  regular exhibitors, and Yes 

even my new ones.  Thanks goes out to all the ex-

hibitors as it is not a show without you.    "Train 

Day at the Museum".    We get to show case to the 

children of all ages, the Parents, Grand Parents 

and  Model Railroaders.    A neighbor walking her 

dog this morning started talking about the show and 

is planning to take her Grandkids next year.  She 

told me I should go to it,   seeing my interest in 

model railroading.  Yep,  that was me Hosting the 

show,  I said.   All these could be future NMRA 

Members, We Hope. 

    Next Year's Show we invite all of you to show off 

your work of your 100 X 100  Scale Square Foot 

(Continued from page 8) Scene you are hopefully doing for the Danville Show 

in November and we will showcase these and a pub-

lic Favorites judging from the kids at the Museum.  I 

am working on mine as well,  Are You?  We will see 

if a different crowd has the same opinion of which 

one is best as will Danville, Indiana........ 

from your  Host of "Train Day at the Muse-

um",    Newman Atkinson 

See you there in 2019. " TRAIN DAY AT THE MU-

SEUM" 

      

Newman and Connie Atkinson 

Trevor Jones shows off his Transylvania Railroad. 

                Photo: Newman Atkinson 

Interested in getting involved and building a Free-

mo module or two to mate up with other modules? 

You can contact Keith Clark  at 

gtwfan@bluemarble.net for more information. 

Part of a Free-mo module at the 2018 National Train Show in 

Kansas City.                          Photo: Keith Clark 
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The  next CIDôs Modelers Meet will be held on Sat-

urday, October 13, 2018.  Weôll meet on the east 

side of Indianapolis at the Irvington Presbyterian 

Church, 55 Johnson Ave, Indianapolis, IN.  
 

Hours for the meet will be our regular 10A to 3P. 
 

The presentation for the meet ï JMRI Opera-

tions ï will be given by Joe Mattick. 
 

Attendance at Modelers Meets is free to ALL 

NMRA members, but if you have a non-member 

buddy who would like to attend, bring him or her 

along.  Non-members are limited to one visit, 

though.  To attend future Modelers Meets, we do 

expect the modeler to join the NMRA.  Attendance 

at this free meet is a direct benefit of your member-

ship.  Attend, increase your modeling skillset, and 

get acquainted with other Central Indiana modelers. 
 

Bring a model with you that youôd like to share with 

others.  Remember, even though we have a theme, 

the item you bring does not need to be specifically 

about the same subject.  It is okay to bring any mod-

eling item.  And it doesnôt need to be completed.  If 

there is an interesting technique that youôve found 

works well for you, come to the meet, bring an ex-

ample with you, and share it with the rest of us.  
 

In the past, weôve had many modelers wonder if 

they should attend, the answer to that is ñYesò.  Re-

gardless of the level of your skillset, come to the 

meet and we can almost guarantee you will learn 

some bit of information that will increase your mod-

eling skills.  Plus, we have a good time at the meet.  
 

You may bring your lunch with you or there are a 

couple restaurants near the church.  Some of us will 

be staying in the church during lunch, so, if you 

bring your lunch, youôll have somebody to chat 

with.  And if you go out, weôll keep an eye on the 

models, so they will be safe.  This will be the final 

Modelers Meet for 2018, donôt miss it. 
 

Steve Studley 

sastudley@comcast.net 

 

Upcoming CID Board Meetings 
 
 

Date:    October 14, 2018 
 

Location: Indianapolis Marion County Library 

                 Wayne Branch Library 

                 198 S. Girls School Road 

                 Indianapolis, IN 
 

Time:       1:30 PM 

 

CID members are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Board members can confirm location and date. 

Rusty Spike Vol. 48 No. 2 

É Copyright 2018 

Central Indiana Division, 

Midwest Region, N.M.R.A. 

The 2018 Noblesville Show was a very busy place as 

usual. 

Photo: Rich Seymour 
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Want to promote your layout? 
 

Why not do it here with a Pike Ad? 

$7.50 - 1yr   $14.00 - 2yr.   $20.00 - 3yr. 

 

Contact Keith Clark for Information 

See Page 3 
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Vol. 48 - Issue 2 

 

Train Central 
In business since 1976 

 
Large selection of: 

Z, N, HO, O Scale & Lionel Model Railroad Supplies; 

Model & Prototype Railroad Books; 

Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends; 

Die Cast Race Cars; 

Free Flight Model Airplanes. 

 
Phone: (317) 375-0832  

Fax: (317) 375-1278 

 

6742 E. Washington St. 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46219 

 
All Year Monday-Saturday 10:30 AM to 6:00 PM 

November-January Sunday 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

Address Service Requested 

8265 Center Run Drive 


