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b | o Noblesville Meet Wrap-up
a S [!][m 0 @S Vl I hope that you were one of the 385
paying guests at our Noblesville Train
Show. We had great weather this year
and if you remember, it was just two
days later that we had that big ice and
snow storm. Talk about dodging a
bullet! Anyway we had 109 dealer
tables and ten portable layouts on dis-
play. There was plenty for everyone
to see and buy. I know that I came
home with four new cars for my lay-
out. We had two excellent clinic pres-
entations as well. Our auction was a
little less than it has been in some
years, but some folks went home with
some nice deals. Thank you to every-
one who brought something for the
auction. We have another train show
coming up on April 9th at a new loca-
tion in Martinsville so we hope to see
you then.

Tom Cain
Past Superintendent CID
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Why Attend Regional Conventions?

I recently attended the Midwest Region Convention
in Rockford, IL and had a great time. I did notice
that there were only a few CID members there and
some had to go because they had a Region board
meeting to attend. I would like to encourage all our
members to attend and explore what a Region Meet
can do for them.

Granted, there are some bad things about attending a
Region Meet. Some can be a good distance away
and the hotel can cost some money. The distance and
costs issues can be mitigated somewhat by planning
a bit.

My wife and I have hectic schedules that eat in to
our time together so we view the Region Meet as a
get a way and let us relax together. Sometimes she
just reads or sews while I am doing railroad things,
other times she joins me. She never misses the lay-
out tours. We also catch up with old friends from
other areas and make new friends also. We may even
use the meets specifically to plan reunions with old
friends. The meet can be a pleasant time of enjoy-
ment. They work well for us.

Other model railroaders I know make it a guy thing
and go as a group of friends. Quite often there will
be groups of model railroaders wearing their club
colors as they explore the meet. They share driving
duties and may share rooms to hold down costs.
They may even research other hotels on the internet
to find ones nearby at a better price. Once at the
meet they cram as much model railroading and rail
fanning in to the weekend as can humanly be possi-
ble. They learn and see new things as a group and
get ideas to take back to their own layouts or clubs.
They look at it as reward for working hard at their
jobs the rest of the year. Others view it as a time
away from the family to relax and get another view
of life and recharge so they come back rejuvenated.

I also know of model railroaders who take the whole
family to the meet for an enjoyable weekend retreat
as a family. Most of the hotels used have fun things
for the kids to do in the hotel, or there are other en-
tertainment choices in the area that are not available
at home. It is also great to see dad and the kids en-
joying the trains together and building a bond. The

kids may or may not become model railroaders
themselves but they do enjoy the trains and they get
a better understanding of dad's hobby.

We usually plan to attend all the Midwest Region
meets because we support our local division and re-
gion. We also look at any region for meets that are
within a 3 or 4 hour drive as something interesting
and different to do. We have also attended meets in
Kentucky and other areas of the Midwest. We have
even planned vacation trips around meets such as in
Virginia. My wife is a Civil War buff so we plan
trips so she can see her old houses, cemeteries and
forts and I can see trains. Hobbies are so much better
when shared.

The NMRA calendar lists known Region Meets
when it is printed and can be used as a planning
guide. You can also check http://www.nmra.org/
convention/regional.html to see where meets are be-
ing held around the world.

Try planning to spend some time at a Region Meet. |
know you will enjoy it and learn something new and
see some great model railroads. Happy Trails.

Lou Venema

*Article side note. Lou had written this article some
time ago and with a little editing to account for the
time span, it is printed here. With the Midwest Re-
gion Convention coming up in April (see Upcoming
Events, Pg. 6), I felt it was a great time to include it.
Thank you Lou for the article.

Keith Clark

Rusty Spike Editor
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Thousands of negatives still need

your positive support.

So do the thousands of plans, photos, and slides from our
Kalmbach Memorial Library that we're working to digitize so
that members can access them from their own computer.

Diamond Level — Contribute $7,500 and receive

The good news is that the scanning is well underway.
Llenkféti:gfﬁ,‘s that our image library Is even larger a diamond-and-gold Anniversary pin, a golf shirt
9 and sweater with the Anniversary logo and your
— . P embroidered name, a print of the NMRA's 75th
Whichie,why wo sil ?ee" yout help: The mare funds = Anniversary commemorative painting, and have
we receive, the more images we can make available. N7

your name and photo printed in NMRA Magazine.
If you haven't contributed to the Diamond Club, do it now:

Gold Level - Contribute $750 and receive a gold
75th Anniversary pin, a golf shirt with the Anniversary
logo, and have your name listed in NMRA Magazine.

Make a contribution that will
1935 \UEW'2010  make a difference for decades.
Visit www.nmra.org/diamondclub
or call HQ at 423-892-2846

to contribute.

Silver Level — Contribute $75 and receive a silver 75th
Anniversary commemorative pin and have your name listed
in NMRA Magazine.

|@



INTERCHANGE
"TRACK

As mentioned in the last Interchange
Track, we model railroaders spend more
time working on our railroads during, this,
the winter season. Usually we spend less time
on outdoor chores in the winter than in the
summer. This year, though, I’'m starting to
believe I’'m spending about the same amount
of time with my snow-thrower as I do most
summers on my lawn mower. The age-old
saying, “There are only so many hours in a
day” (last time I looked, it was 24 hours/day)
is one we should keep in mind. Those 24
hours need to be apportioned between work,
sleeping, eating, our families, and our hob-
bies. What we should be doing is ensuring we
are using our time wisely.

So you’re thinking, “It’s a hobby, it’s sup-
posed to take time.” That’s true, but we do
want to use our limited hobby hours to advan-
tage. I’m not suggesting you run and purchase
project management software, but you should
consider how you are using your leisure
hours. Making a few notes now may save
time and increase enjoyment in the future. Sit
down at your computer or get a pencil and paper and
consider:

What is it you most enjoy about model railroading? Do
you love to just run trains, operate prototypically, scratch-
build, super-detail, or kit-bash your track, rolling stock,
and structures, or spend time researching the prototype
railroad you’re modeling? When you have determined
that, write it down. With that done, note how far along
your layout is toward reaching that goal. As an example,
if you like prototype operations with 15-25 car trains and
currently your layout consists of two 3’ sections of flex
track stretched across a shelf above your workbench, you
are probably not reaching your model railroading enjoy-
ment potential. You’ll want to first find more space for a
bit longer main line. Second, add yards, sidings, and
switching locations to allow for more operations. Now as
you plan the design and construction of your railroad,
you have a firm idea of what will be required to meet
your wants. If you’ve done a thorough job, you shouldn’t
need to tear out a lot of railroad right-of-way, thus sav-
ing a bunch of time (and money).

Even with a good plan, it’s going to take a fair amount of
time to construct the benchwork, add the trackwork and
scenery, procure adequate rolling stock, and add struc-

tures to the layout. Although we can’t produce more time,
we can do things to make the steps to a finished layout go
more quickly. Unfortunately, money is involved. With
finite supplies of both time and money, consider carefully
the use of money to save time as you complete your lay-
out. How can you save time with money? You can pur-
chase ready-to-run cars and locos. For those of us build-
ing a layout today, as opposed to 15 years ago, the supply
of out of the box, nicely detailed cars has increased
greatly. We used to spend $5 or so for blue-box Athearn
cars, then spend more of both time and money to custom
paint, add decals, couplers, and extra detail parts. To-
day’s cars come with etched-metal parts, separate, factory
-added grabs, metal wheels, and some very nice paint
jobs. Similarly, there are quite a few structures that are
appearing now as pre-built structures. This route to lay-
out completion does cost a bit more, but think about the
time saved. There are companies that will produce your
railroad for you — for a price. If money is not a concern,
you can save huge amounts of time with your checkbook.

It’s your railroad, it’s your choice. Just remember to use
both your time and money wisely. Make sure your layout
construction and operating plans will allow you to reach
your model railroading enjoyment potential.

“Clear signal at Sycamore Hollow”

Steve Studley
Superintendent

L 4

“THE CID BACK SHOP”

The CID BACK SHOP still is in the need of volunteers.
There are 6 names on the list and it needs to be larger. If
you are interested send me the following information:

* Name, address, and phone number(s)

* e-mail address

* area(s) you are willing and able to help

* best time you are available: weekends,
evenings, or anytime

I will keep this list and it will not be published anywhere
so you will not be contacted by anyone other than me for
the service.

During the Saturday I worked the CID booth at the train
show there were just the kinds of questions being asked
that the BACK SHOP could be the answer. Once the
BACK SHORP is in effect we can hand out the CIC web
page address and the link for help at our shows and the
other meets.

Contact me at santafedangoins@comcast.net

Dan Goins



Central Indiana Division
of the
National Model Railroad Association
Presents the

Martinsville Train Show
Saturday - April 9, 2011

Martinsville National Guard Armory
1900 Hospital Drive
Martinsville, IN

10 AM to 4 PM

CID Annual Meeting at 10:30 AM

Admission: $5.00 per person Children 14 and under FREE with paying adult

Show Features Fie, ,,,, ""; — f
L3 % 1% o s,
e Operating Layouts ¢ Displays ey ! ;f;'.';ill’.l//
* Dealer Tables  Model Judging | S i f
e Clinics * Door Prizes 5t £ o e ommndlas,
« Photo/Slide Judging * Food e [ e
e Free Parking gﬁ W ) 4
- Popular Vote Contest - Eoamnn 113 Y
Favorite Passenger Carrying Rail Vehicle st /@ £, e
(motorized or non-motorized) 4 115 S e
& Favorite Train 5/ o )

)
(2

Dealer Tables $12.00 each [8 foot] Setup from 7:00 AM to 10:00 AM
Contact Trevor Jones at (317) 625-7626 or trevijn@comcast.net

Check out our website at http://cid.railfan.net/

The next CID event is Danville, IN in October




Upcoming Events

— Division Schedule —

Martinsville Meet and CID Annual Meeting — April 9, 2011 — Martinsville, IN
National Guard Armory, 1900 Hospital Drive — New meet location
Dealer Show & Meet — 10am to 4pm
CID Annual Meeting at 10:30am
For more information or tables: Trevor Jones at trevin@comcast.net
or Dan Goins at santafedangoins@comecast.net

CID Spring Layout Tour — May 21, 2011 — Lafayette Area
Information will be in the next issue of the Rusty Spike

—Extra Board —

Badgerland Express 2011 — April 15 thru 17, 2011, Madison, Wisconsin
Midwest Region Spring Convention

oo%%;’%»’{o Radisson Hotel, 517 Grand Canyon Drive, Madison WI

I;:(g///'/‘/////// kB Hosted by the South Central Wisconsin Division (SCWD) of the NMRA
Géé ‘v: Clinics, Contests, Auction, Layout Tours and Op Sessions, Banquet
& == < Midwest Region Annual Meeting, Saturday 8pm

For more information: http://www.nmra-scwd.org/Badgerland Express 2011.html

Rosedale Strawberry Festival Hobby Show — June 3 thru 5, 2011 — Rosedale, Indiana
Florida Township Civic Center, Rosedale, Indiana
Friday 4-9pm, Saturday 10am-6pm and Sunday 10am-3pm
For more information: John Muciarelli (765) 832-1051 or john_mooch@yahoo.com

Brownsburg Library Train Show — June 11, 2011—- Brownsburg, IN
Brownsburg Library, 450 South Jefferson Street, Brownsburg, IN
Free Admission - 10am to 3pm
There will be several layouts and train displays and most gauges represented
For more information: John Pancini 317-272-3796

Upcoming CID Board Meetings Rusty Spike Closing Dates

April 3, 2011
Location: Fishers Library

Volume 41 Issue #3 — April 17, 2011 (revised date)
Volume 41 Issue #4 — July 3, 2011
Volume 41 Issue #5 — September 5, 2011

Date:

5 Municipal Drive Volume 42 Issue #1—December 4, 2011
Fishers, Indiana ) )
Dates are tentative and subject to change.
Time: 1:30 PM
Date: June 5, 2011 Attention — All notices of club open houses, or other
Location: Indianapolis Marion County Library shows & meets will be included in the Extra Board only
Wayne Branch Library if the official request form is used. This form may be
198 S. Girls School Road printed off the CID website at: http://cid.railfan.net/
Indianapolis, IN Extra Board Request Sheet.pdf.
. Fill out the form and send to the address listed on the
Time: 1:30PM form. Upcoming deadlines for each Rusty Spike are listed
CID members are welcome and encouraged to attend. in the Spike or may be obtained from Keith Clark (see pg.
Board members can confirm location and date. 2). Events not sent on the request form cannot be included.
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Model Railroad Benchwork
Where Dreams become a reality

http://www.benchridge.com/
765-642-1804 E-Mail: the_ridge@juno.com

Space for Rent
$7.50 per year

$14.00 for 2 years or $20.00 for 3
This could be your Pike Ad
! We can help with the design !
Contact: Roger Hensley (See Page 2)

www.railroadbooks.biz

800-55-GRIND 800 554-7463
812-391-2664

chuck@ railroadbooks.biz
new..used..buy..sell

Chuck Macklin

PO Box 4 - Bloomington IN 47402-0003

the history of technology oh

Larry E. Gilbert presents his '""N"' Scale R.R.
Ph. (765) 779-4039
The E E
Line RR
Serving the length of INDIANA
From Chicago to Evansville through Emporia

(Photo by Rich Seymour)

AP judges Tom Fitzsimmons (left) and Steve Studley
(right) discuss with Ryan Seymour how he could im-
prove his grain elevator. Ryan had it judged in the
Structures category of the NMRA Achievement Program
at the Noblesville meet.

Rusty Spike Vol. 41 No. 2
©Copyright 2011
Central Indiana Division,
Midwest Region, N.M.R.A.

Naptown & White River Model Railroad Club
1115 McDougall Street Indianapolis, IN
Visitors always Welcome  Monday nights 7 - 9 PM
Memberships available

For Information contact:
Steven Handly, President

317-786-8627 http://www.naptownrr.org

NMRA ARRIVALS

indianapofis, IN
Gary Wilkins New Palestine, IN

The Central Indiana Division of the NMRA wants to wel-
come these new members. We’re happy to have you aboard.
If you know any of these new members or happen to see
them at a CID activity, give them a personal welcome.




A Different Way to “Paint” a Laser Cut Wood
Kit

I went to pick up my dog, a female Springer spaniel
from the dog groomer; too early, she was not ready
yet from her time at the doggie day spa and so I had
some time to kill.

How nice it was that a Michael’s craft store was
close by. It would be fun to browse, and I always
could use a few new brushes, some acrylic paint, or
some glue. I’d find something to buy.

Well I was having a great time looking around. My
body somehow found its way over to the art depart-
ment. Something there really grabbed my attention.
It was a closeout sale on a package of oil pastels.
Oil pastels, hmmmm. That was interesting and had
me thinking. I have ruined some laser wood kits be-
cause [ had warped the wood. Dilute acrylic paint as
a stain surely did not work. Nor was I pleased in
spraying the wood first with primer. The primer
caused the wood to lose detail, especially for an N
scaler like me. Using alcohol based stains, like India
ink and alcohol, one would still have to be careful
and watch for warping. Even enamel paints could
cause the wood to ripple. And yes, I glued scrap
pieces of wood to the backside of a wooden wall to
lend support and not cause the wood to curl. That
surely helps, but that was never a guarantee either. |
found pressing the newly painted wood with some
kind of weight worked the best.

My mentors in the hobby and who are from our CID
have helped me tremendously. Matt Hewitt and
Tom Fitzsimmons would say, “Brad, experiment...
try something new and see if it works for you; you
simply have to jump in!” OK, so I am going to buy
those oil pastels. Matt and Tom were not with me at
Michael’s, but I heard them speaking to me!

I have had phenomenal success! Oil pastels are
much like a very soft crayon. You apply the pastel
to the wood and then rub the color in with your fin-
gers. Use multiple colors to give a weathered, dirty,
or faded look. As my model railroad friends told
me...experiment! I did a coal mining tipple and it
worked out great. [ was very pleased.

This new found discovery had to be shared. I had to

tell of this new way to “paint” wood. It’s time for
the GTE show. Sunday I brought along my pastels,
a laser cut wood kit, and a couple pieces of scrap
wood. Matt Hewitt saw it and liked it. “I’'m going
to get and try some of those,” he went on to say. [
went up to Keith Clark, whose profession is an art
teacher and a great modeler, and said, “So what do
you think?”

Keith right away liked them too. Before I could
even mention the key benefit, the art instructor
stated, “No warping of the wood!” Tom Cain tried
them and so did Rich Seymour. Rich wants to use
them on his railroad crossings, great idea. Keith
suggested that I always rub the colors in vertically
and not horizontally, it makes for a more realistic
look. Thank you Keith, a great point.

Someone asked that since it is oil based product,
would wood glue still work? I have used white glue,
carpenter’s glue, and canopy glue all with great ef-
fect and no problems with adhering of wood to-
gether.

Al Kohut said, “Gee Brad is really into it. He should
write an article for The Rusty Spike.” And so here it
is, an idea that surely is worth giving a try. I do sug-
gest doing this on wax paper, even though it is not
paint, the pieces of pastel can crumble or come off
the wood as you rub your pastels into your model.

Go and buy yourself some oil pastels if you have
some wood to paint or stain on your railroad. It’s
easy, it’s fun, great results, little mess, and no
warped wood.

Brad Philbrick

Noblesville Contest Winners

= Favorite Steam Engine =

Bill Litkenhous
HO Scale C&O 2-6-6-6

= Favorite Train =

James Canter
O Scale C&O Freight
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"SERVING THE HOOSIER STATE"

WITH
COAL LUMBER PRODUCE
GRAIN MANUFACTURED GOODS
RUSS & TINA CURRY
MEMBER OF PORFOLK NORTHERN CORP.

611@abcs.com

Roger Hensley's

East Central
Indiana
HO Scale Railroad
NMRA Pike Registry |
602 E. 31st St - Anderson, IN 46016
Ph. (765) 649-2367

ECI

Buttercup Valley & Denver

Short Line
LOGGING

JIM & LUANA WILHITE

ANDERSON, IN.

CIRCLE

ISOSCLES
AND

LATERAL

RAILWAY
THEMEDIANMLINE coMPANY

THE _ tngun

RAILROAD taltl

"> * *® * *® * *

a BASEMENT EMPIRE
connecting with the C&O
Owner: TED LUCE Lafayette, Indiana

Santa Fe
all the way

The Illinois Division of
the Santa Fe Railway

Paul Brown, Superintendent

=

IMPERIAL VALLEY RAILROAD

Ameniea's Food Backet
Frank J. Hermanek, MMR, Pres.

715 Three Mile Ridge Lawrenceburg, Indiana 47025
812-537-5156

Hoosrer LINES
MovEL RAILROAD CLUF
” Larry Boswell Bob Case
‘ Keith Clark Bryan Lemonds
Bill Litkenhous Joe Mattick
Bill Schoonmaker Steve Studley
Bob Talbot

MIDWEST CENTRAL RAILROAD
A bridge route linking the east with the west

Steve Studley, owner
Bloomington, Indiana
Phone (812) 876-9726
studley@indiana.edu

Route of the Midwest Meteor

Keith A. Clark
Superintendent
Bloomington, Indiana

Phone (312) 876-6799
In the 1970’s gtwfan@bluemarble.net

The Flint, South Bend and Kalamazoo Subdivisions
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HobbyTown USA

8326 Castleton Corner Drive
Indianapolis, IN «(317) 845-4106

Mon-Fri 10-8 ¢ Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-5

 BIG N\

HOBBIES

~FOUR ~“

1005 E. Main Street, Plainfield, Indiana
[Across from PSI - 6 miles west of Airport on US 40]

Serving the needs of the Model Railroader
with a large selection of
N, HO, O TRAINS, DETAIL PARTS,
BOOKS, MAGAZINES, ACCESSORIES,
PAINT, DECALS, TOOLS, VIDEOS
AND HOBBY SUPPLIES

Featuring Friendly Customer Service
HOURS:

Monday - Friday 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

VISA, MASTERCARD, PERSONAL CHECK
For information call

317-837-1024
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