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ON-30 steam makes its way around one of the 5 layouts at the Columbus Area Railroad Club’s layout room. The layouts were open
for viewing as part of the CID’s Late Spring Modelers Meet.
(Photo: Rich Seymour)
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when it comes to the most important item and
that is progress on building my layout. But
things always seem to popup whether it be
everyday home projects, social obligations,
CID work, or trying all the other model railroad related projects that come along.

Keith Clark
CID Superintendent

It is always a challenge for me to
write my column
for each issue of the Spike. I worry that I do
too much complaining about something that
should or shouldn't be happening in the CID
or not addressing a topic that would be educational for the membership but I have an
idea for this issue that I hope you will find
interesting.

Probably first roadblock was preparation for
the NMRA National Convention in Indianapolis. Over a period of three years helping to
put on what has been said was the best convention in years. I hope you were able to attend. The year preceding the convention also
saw many hours spent helping friends prepare their layouts for operating sessions and
layout tours for the convention. You guess it,
sidetracked!

This all started long before I invited the guys
over for a work session at my house the other
night. I had not had them over since just after
the first of the year in order to fulfill my New
Year’s Resolution that I would start on my
layout this year. We got to talking about how
we all get distracted on the things that we
should be doing, such as my working on my
layout, and the things we get sidetracked on.
Not that I need to but I provide the definition
of sidetracked here.

Then we, the CID, always seem to have a
project or contest related item to get involved
with. When modeling with paper structures
was introduced with a clinic at the Noblesville meet which led to a Favorites Contest at the Martinsville meet last spring, I had
to get involved. Since I model the Grand
Trunk Western there were many prototypical
buildings that I thought building out of paper
might be the answer to. So I spent a little
money to try some software (not a necessity).
I started out creating a model of Nichols
Tower in Battle Creek, Michigan from what
few photos I could find. Then, since two of
my nieces worked at a small restaurant across
from the railroad in Bellevue, Michigan, I
wanted to model it. It is a very interesting
process and I learned a lot about the technique and how it could be applicable to my
railroad. It did not however help build my
layout. Sidetracked!

side‧track

verb
past tense: sidetracked; past par ticiple: sidetracked
1.
cause (someone) to be distracted from an immediate or important issue.
"he does not let himself get sidetracked by
fads and trends"
2.
NORTH AMERICAN
direct (a train) onto a branch line or siding.

Long about that same time I was working on
a plan that I had hoped would be something
that members of the CID would like to get
involved in. With the help of the CID board,
several meetings and idea refining, it was decided that Free-mo modules could be some-

In my case of course, definition number one
fits the description of what I am talking
about here. Though it is interesting that definition number two is related to railroading. It
all really comes down to choices that I have
made and I don’t see it as procrastination

(Continued on page 9)
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Central Indiana Division
of the
National Model Railroad Association
Presents the

Danville Train Show

Saturday - November 18, 2017
Admission
$3.00 per person
$5.00 per family

Hendricks County Fair Grounds

ON OLD US 36 – 4.9 MILES WEST OF AVON – NORTH SIDE OF OLD US 36 AND
COUNTY ROAD 200 E (across from post office)

10 AM to 3 PM
Map to Hendricks County
4-H & Convention Center
1900 E. Main St., Danville, Indiana 46122-0007

Show Features
• Displays
• Model Judging
• Door Prizes
• Free Parking

I-74
Hendricks
Community
Hospital

S.R. 39

Danville

County
Jail

Brownsburg
S.R. 267
I-465

Old U.S. 36

U.S. 36

U.S. 36
Avon

S 200 E

Hendricks County 4-H &
Conference Center
Enter from Old US 36

- Popular Vote Contest -

U.S. 40

Favorite Caboose
& Favorite Train

Plainfield
S.R. 267

S.R. 39
I-70

N

Dealer Tables $16.00 each [8 foot] Setup from 7:00 AM to 10:00 AM
Contact Keith Clark at (812) 876-6799 or gtwfan@bluemarble.net
Check out our website at http://www.cidnmra.org
The next train show will be at Noblesville on January 28, 2018
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Indianapolis

• Operating Layouts
• Dealer Tables
• 2 Clinics
• Food

– Division Schedule –

Fall Modelers Meet - September 16, 2017
Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church, 11250 N. Michigan Rd., Zionsville, IN
10am-3pm Admission Free
Bring current modeling projects for show and tell (No theme as yet)
For more information: Steve Studley at studley@indiana.edu

Carmel Library Train Show – November 4, 2017 – Carmel, IN
Operating Layouts & Circus Displays (No vendors)
10am to 3pm—Admission is FREE
For more information: tr evjn@sbcglobal.net
Danville Train Meet – November 18, 2017 – Danville, IN
Hendricks County Fair Grounds, Danville, Indiana
Dealer Show & Meet – 10am to 3pm - Admission $3.00 per Person/$5.00 per Family
Operating layouts, vendors, door prizes, contests, food and free parking
For more information: Keith Clar k at (812) 876-6799 or gtwfan@bluemarble.net

– Extra Board –
Columbus Area Railroad Club Train Show & Swap Meet - September 9, 2017
Park Office Building, 2949 North St., Johnson County Park, Edinburgh, IN
10:00am to 3:00pm—Admission Free. Meet is held in conjunction with the Heart Nut
Festival.
At our swap meet we will have both vendors and individuals selling their wares. There are
five operating layouts in the clubroom in N,HO, 3 Rail O, ON-30 and Z Scales - something
for everyone.
Besides the activities at our club show, the Indiana Live Steamers will be operating at the
park that day, and there will other exhibits and activities of potential interest to CID
members and their families.
For more information: Geoff Knoll at info@columbusar ear ailr oadclub.com
Monon Railroad Historical Society Swap Meet—October 1,2017 – Salem, IN
The Depot, 206 S. College Ave., Salem, Indiana
10:00am to 3:00pm—Adults $2.00 & Children Free
Memorabilia, Models, Photos and Miscellaneous
Vendor tables—6’ @ $12.00 ea. (No Tablecloths)
For more information: Ron Siminic at (8128) 332-7306 or siminic22@att.net
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meet is a direct benefit of your membership.
There will be members of the CID Board of
Directors in attendance as well as other Division members. Attend, increase your modeling skillset, and get acquainted with other
Central Indiana modelers.

September 2017
Modelers Meet
It will soon be time for another Modelers
Meet and another new location for the Saturday, September 16, 2017 Central Indiana Division’s (CID) Modelers Meet. This time
we’ll meet on the northwest side of Indianapolis at the Advent Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 11250 N. Michigan Rd., Zionsville,
IN. Hours will be our regular 10A to 3P.
The presentation for the meet – The Achievement Program, Recognition for Your Work will be about NMRA Achievement Program
(AP) Assessment.

You may bring your lunch with you or there
are fast-food restaurants just a short drive
away. There will be some of us staying in
the church during lunch, so, if you bring your
lunch, you’ll have somebody to chat with.
And, we keep an eye on the models, so they
will be safe.
Add September 16, 2017 to your calendar
and if you aren’t already a member of the
CID email list, you should sign up. Additional information concerning CID meets and
activities is shared on that list in a more
timely manner than is possible with only five
yearly issues of the Rusty Spike. Directions
for joining the list are posted on the CID site
at cidnmra.org

Bring something with you that you’d like to
share with others. If you are participating in
the Achievement Program, bring something
from one of the construction categories –
motive power, cars, structures, or scenery.
Remember, even though we have a subject,
the item you bring does not need to be specifically about that subject. It is okay to
bring any modeling item. And it doesn’t
need to be completed. If there is an interesting technique that you’ve found works well
for you, come to the meet, bring an example
with you, and share it with the rest of us.
In the past, we’ve had many modelers wonder if they should attend, the answer to that is
“Yes”. Regardless of the level of your skillset, come to the meet and we can almost
guarantee you will learn some bit of information that will increase your modeling
skills. Plus, we have a good time at the
meet.

Contact me with questions about joining this
Yahoo list or the Modelers Meets.

Steve Studley
sastudley@comcast.net

Attendance at Modelers Meets is free to
NMRA members, but if you have a nonmember buddy who would like to attend,
bring him or her along. Non-members are
limited to one visit, though. To attend future
Modelers Meets, we do expect the modeler
to join the NMRA. Attendance at this free
7

Late Spring Modelers Meet
Over 20 people attended the Modelers Meet held at the Columbus
Area Model Railroad Club’s
building in the Johnson County
Park at Camp Atterbury. Tom
Cain (above) talks to the group
about operation on his Santa Fe
layout. (left) Dan Hinel listens to
questions about the operating
scheme he uses on his large layout. If you haven’t attended a
Modelers Meet yet, I urge you to
attend the one on September 16th.
See the Upcoming Events page
for time and location.
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Upcoming CID Clinics
CID Fall Modelers Meet (Zionsville) – 9/16/17
NMRA Achievement Program – by Steve Studley
CID Danville Train Show – 11/18/17
Selling on Ebay – by Tom Cain
Latest on LED Layout Lighting – by Bill Schoonmaker
Building Contest Displays – by Steve Studley
CID Noblesville Train Show – 1/28/18
Building Free-mo Modules – by Keith Clark
Using Arduinos (microprocessors) in Model Railroading – by Bill Schoonmaker
The CID is always looking for new clinics. Please contact Bill Schoonmaker
(b.schoonmaker@comcast.net) if you would like to share your experiences and give a clinic at one
of our many events.

I am not sure if you have this problem or
not. I am semi-retired, and thought that when
I tore out my last layout I would be well up
and running on my new one and at age my
age will surely be my last one. I heard this
before I retired, “You will be busier after you
retire then when you were working.” I didn’t
believe them but they sure knew something I
didn’t. I am not sure how to combat this disease I have I am calling “sidetrackafrenia”,
but I have to find a cure for it soon or I will
not see my last layout have one operating
session.

The Relay Box (Continued from page 4)

thing that members might enjoy getting involved with. I was hoping to particularly address those members that may not have a
layout and would like to team up and have
someplace to operate trains. I made contact
with the local Free-mo group in an effort to
join forces and try and create a larger group.
They were having trouble generating interest
and sadly I have found the same problem
within the CID. However, I have had a blast
building two modules and have been able to
refresh my skills in all aspects of modeling
from electrical to scenery. Plus now when I
purchase that engine that I have no layout to
run it on I can at least test it out and run it
back and forth for eight whole feet. But yes,
once again, sidetracked!

Fortunately I did have a work session the
other night with the guys and one is scheduled for this coming week. With their help
there is finally a piece of bench work on the
wall. Maybe there is a light at the end of the
tunnel after all.

Now there is another contest coming for the
CID members to get involved with that involves building contest displays, similar to
dioramas. A clinic will be given on it at the
Danville meet. Then there will be a Favorites
Contest at the next meet (Location yet TBA).
I hope that you will take the opportunity to
get involved as I am sure that I will be inspired to build an entry for that contest and
spend hours preparing it for presentation.
SIDETRACKED!!!
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Model Railroad Operations
One of the most enjoyable things in model
railroading is to simulate actual rail traffic
moving from place to place. It doesn’t matter
how big the layout is, whether it’s a small
shelf or thousands of square feet, you can
come up with an operating scheme for the layout that will make it different every time you
decide to run trains.
Within the CID, there is a special interest
group called CIRROPS (Central Indiana Railroad Operations) that focuses on operating layouts in a realistic manner. The national special
interest group is known as OpSIG
(www.opsig.org) and many of the CID members are also a member of OpSig, which has its
own quarterly newsletter.
There are operating sessions at layout around
central Indiana and we’re adding more every
month. If you want to give it a try, you can
visit the CIRROPS page on the CID web site
at www.cirrops.org and sign up on the Operator list. No experience is necessary to sign up,
the layout owners are happy to have new operators and will pair you up with an experienced
hand.

Upcoming CID Board Meetings

Date:
August 13, 2017
Location:
Highly Secret
Time:
12:00 PM
This is the annual executive board meeting and is closed
to the general membership.

If you have a layout and you’re either having
operating sessions on a regular basis or are interested in doing it, please sign up on the Layout Owner list. There are many people in CIRROPS who can help you figure out what types
of operations you might want to do on your
layout.

Date:
Location:

Time:

If you have any questions, please contact me at
eric@northcomp.com. I hope to see many
more of you at future operating sessions
around the CID!

October 1, 2017
Indianapolis Marion County Library
Wayne Branch Library
198 S. Girls School Road
Indianapolis, IN
1:30 PM

CID members are welcome and encouraged to attend.
Board members can confirm location and date.

Rusty Spike Vol. 47 No. 4
© Copyright 2017
Central Indiana Division,
Midwest Region, N.M.R.A.

Eric Smith
CIRROPS Coordinator/CID Trainmaster
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Want to promote your layout?
Why not do it here with a Pike Ad?
$7.50 - 1yr $14.00 - 2yr. $20.00 - 3yr.
Contact Keith Clark for Information
See Page 3
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Address Service Requested
Vol. 47 - Issue 4

Train Central
In business since 1976

Large selection of:
Z, N, HO, O Scale & Lionel Model Railroad Supplies;
Model & Prototype Railroad Books;
Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends;
Die Cast Race Cars;
Free Flight Model Airplanes.

Phone: (317) 375-0832
Fax: (317) 375-1278

6742 E. Washington St.
Indianapolis, Indiana 46219
All Year Monday-Saturday 10:30 AM to 6:00 PM
November-January Sunday 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM
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