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Mark your calendar and don’t forget to mark up for 

the first CID Operations Experience.  Interest in 

model railroad operations is growing.  There are a 

number of opportunities around the country for mod-

elers to get involved in operations but it’s often diffi-

cult to get that first opportunity. 

 

The Central Indiana Division and CIRROPS have 

teamed up to help modelers in our division get that 

opportunity.  On October 22, we will have three lay-

outs offering operating sessions for those who want to 

experience model railroad operations for the first time 

or who have very limited experience. 

 

These sessions are being offered as a learning experi-

ence and will have seasoned operators on hand to of-

fer guidance and advice.  The atmosphere will be re-

laxed and laid back.  We want you to have a positive 

experience, free of the sometimes intimidating feel-

ings that can occur at intense sessions.  Model Rail-

roading is supposed to be fun. 

 

Registration will open on September 19, 2011.  To 

sign up for a session on one of the layouts, go to 

http://cirrops.org/cid-ops-training-program/.   There 

you will find descriptions and photos of the three lay-

outs and the times of operation.  You can request the 

layout you want by completing the registration form 

and submitting it.  Because each layout will have a 

maximum number of operators, it’s possible that you 

may not get the layout of your choice.  Please sign 

up for only one layout, but if you would consider 

going to another layout, there is a comment field 

where you can indicate this or make other comments. 

After you have submitted your form, you will be 

contacted to confirm your assignment and be pro-

vided with directions to the layout.  If you sign up 

for a layout, please attend that session.  It’s under-

stood that there are always circumstances that pop up 

at the last minute that might prevent your attendance, 

and if this happens you will be given a contact num-

ber to call so that your spot can be offered to some-

one who might be waiting. 

 

This is an excellent opportunity for modelers of the 

division.  Please take advantage of the generosity of 

these layout owners and help us make it a success.  

Perhaps if this event is well attended, we can look at 

making it a regular event, and perhaps expanding it 

to more layouts. 
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We want to try something new for our CID members.  

How about a meet where we just get together and share 

with each other what we are learning about model train 

modeling and operation?  This will be a meet for peo-

ple who are more experienced modelers but still know 

that they can learn from others.  We will have a couple 

clinics regarding model railroading, but we would 

really like to have some participation from you as well.  

This means bringing some of your modeling projects to 

the meet to share with others.  This should include 

some of your projects even if they are in the half done 

state.  Sometimes we can learn more when we see how 

something is being put together better than from a fin-

ished model.  This will be somewhat on the order of 

Railroad Prototype Modelers meets.  This meet is not 

open to the general public, but just to NMRA members 

so that we can focus more on the experienced model 

railroader rather than the general public and persons or 

families who are just curious about trains. 
 

A meet like this will be the most successful if people 

come who are willing to share with others regarding 

their own modeling projects.  Here is an example.  I 

model the 1995 era of model railroading. Locomotives 

in 1995 require operating ditch lights.  Some models 

come with operating ditch lights and some provide a 

non operational ditch light but most model locomotives 

come with no ditch lights at all.  Adding a ditch light 

means creating an operational fixture with a bulb or led 

and then wires need to be run from the front of the lo-

comotive into the shell and around the frame to reach 

the decoder.  I just figured out how to do this on an 

Athearn GP 60 locomotive and I’m so pleased with the 

result, I would be happy to share my solution with oth-

ers.  Can you think of any other modeling tasks that 

you struggled with and then found a solution?  If you 

did, we would love to hear about it.  We aren’t asking 

you to do a clinic, just bring your model or project and 

let us see what you accomplished. 

 

We are going to meet at the Cross and Crown Lutheran 

Church located at 5233 East 79th Street in Indianapolis.  

This is at the southeastern corner of Allisonville Road, 

just south of the intersection of Allisonville Road and 

Interstate 465 near Castleton.  We will have tables set 

up for you to display your models to others and we will 

have a separate clinic room.  There will be no dealers 

or items for sale.  This meet will be from 10:00 to 3:00 

on Saturday, October 8th.  We will not have any food 

available but will have maps indicating local fast food 

and other restaurants. 
 

Tom Cain 
 

For questions contact Tom Cain: 

Phone 317-475-7834 

atsf93@comcast.net 

Ivory Lee Johnson Sr., 70, 

Kokomo, passed away Wednes-

day, Aug. 24, 2011, at his resi-

dence. He was born on June 26, 

1941, the son of Charles John-

son and Maggie Mathis Johnson 

of Orlando, Fla.  
 

Lee was diagnosed with Cancer earlier this year and 

participated in chemo and radiation therapies in the last 

few months. He was one of our new CID Board mem-

bers and was just beginning to learn about the workings 

of our Board. He was a manager for Orkin Exterminat-

ing Co., retiring in 2008 after 44 years of service. He 

was a U.S. Marine Corps veteran. He was a 1959 

graduate of Central High School in Louisville, Ky. He 

was a member of the Midwestern Model Railroad 

Club, Kokomo; and Trainmaster with the Central Indi-

ana Division of National Model Railroad Association.  
 

His parents and one sister, Vivian Riddlespriger, pre-

ceded him in death. He is survived by his wife, Willor-

nita Johnson; daughter, Dr. Leah Sledge (Elder Pat-

rick), Masaua, Japan; son, Ivory Lee Johnson Jr. 

(Lutonia), Detroit, Mich.; sister, Charlie Mae Cart-

wright (William), Decatur, Ga., and six grandchildren. 
 

Anyone who ever visited his Model Railroaders dream 

layout would have seen all the awards and recognitions 

that he had received from his employer. 
 

He will be missed.   

Lee Johnson  

Passes Away 

mailto:atsf93@comcast.net
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commercial press tells us that very soon it will be 

“model railroad season.”  Typically, that means it’s 

no longer time for summer chores or vacations, the 

kids have finished their summer sports and are back 

in school.  If you aren’t already working on a model 

project, you should begin planning what you would 

like to accomplish this “model railroad season.”  A 

visit to your Local Hobby Store (LHS) [check the 

business ads in this issue] will allow you to stockpile 

or order any supplies needed for upcoming projects.  

Train shows and meets will start up again and may 

be coming to a location near you.  There, you can 

see portable layouts and visit with vendors from 

other areas.  It’s always good to have a close look at 

the layouts to gain new ideas that can be used on 

your railroad.  I especially enjoy seeing the l-o-n-g 

trains running on these layouts.  The CID will host 

the FREE Danville Train Show on November 19.  

There will be two popular vote contests: Favorite 

Station and Favorite Train.  If you get busy now, 

you can have something to display in the contest, 

either a station you’re especially proud or fond of, or 

that favorite train you’ve put together. 

 

My hope is that you will soon get busy on your rail-

road.  Try to set aside some time each week, or at 

least grab some free time from your crowded sched-

ule whenever possible, to spend time working on 

structures, adding or updating scenery, planning the 

operating scheme, or just running trains.  This is 

your hobby and you should be enjoying it. 

As my wife and I were preparing for retirement we 

attended a workshop where the instructor gave some 

good advice.  He told us that one should “retire to 

something, not from something.”  In the first two 

month’s of retirement, I can attest that railroad mod-

eling has worked well as something to retire to. 

 

“Clear signal at Sycamore Hollow” 

 

Steve Studley, Superintendent 

 

*Not a member of the CIDList?  Here’s an easy way 

to correct that problem.  Go to the CID website 

homepage, cid.railfan.net, scroll down to E-mail 

Discussion List and check out the instructions for 

joining the list.  It’s easy.  The list isn’t a great time 

sink, but is a great way to be able to talk railroading 

with your fellow model railroaders.   
 

 

 

 
 

                      What are you working on? 

           Periodically, someone  will ask this 

     or a similar question on one of the 

email lists I subscribe to.  It is usually 

asked when the volume of messages is 

low and is used as a means to initiate re-

sponse from the members.  So let me ask 

you, fellow CID members, “What are 

you working on?”  You may treat this as 

a rhetorical question or, if you do want to 

answer, use the CIDList* to share your 

response. 

 

Prior to a change in my employment 

status, I’d been working on a couple of 

items for my railroad and also on the lay-

out itself when I could find a spare hour 

or two.  For the Indianapolis area on my 

modern-era layout, I am casting noise-

retaining walls like those you will see 

along the northeast quadrant of I-465.  

Casting these wall sections is not going 

quickly because the casting materials I’m using take 

a bit of time to cure.  I now have other materials that 

will set-up more quickly, but I’ll continue to use the 

slower materials until they’re gone.  The other pro-

ject is an electric substation kit.  This is a Walthers’ 

kit and has oodley-gobs of parts.  These parts need to 

be painted and the kit has become a time-sink of 

great proportions.  On a time/money ratio, I’m cer-

tainly getting my money’s worth. 

 

As hinted above, I have taken early-retirement from 

my employer.  It’s great to have more time to spend 

on the railroad and the hot, dry weather over the past 

two months means there are fewer yard chores.  

Since it’s thirty degrees cooler in the train room than 

outside, I’ve taken advantage of that temperature dif-

ferential by taking time from my busy day as a re-

tiree to head to the train room.  I have added another 

section of under-deck lighting to my railroad and 

have spent more time producing basic landforms so 

the scenery process can be started. 

 

Although many (most?) of us model year-round, the 
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Attention – All notices of club open houses, or other 

shows & meets will be included in the Extra Board only 

if the official request form is used. This form may be 

printed off the CID website at:  
http://cid.railfan.net/Extra_Board_Request_Sheet.pdf 

Fill out the form and send to the address listed on the 

form. Upcoming deadlines for each Rusty Spike are listed 

in the Spike or may be obtained from Keith Clark (see pg. 

2). Events not sent on the request form cannot be included. 

 

Rusty Spike Closing Dates 
 

Volume 42 Issue #1 – December 4, 2011 

Volume 42 Issue #2 – February 19, 2012 

Volume 42 Issue #3 – May 6, 2012 

Volume 42 Issue #4 – July 8, 2012 

Volume 42 Issue #5 - September 16, 2012 
 

Dates are tentative and subject to change. 

 

Upcoming CID Board Meetings 
 

Date:        October 23, 2011 
 

Location: Indianapolis Marion County Library 

                Wayne Branch Library 

                198 S. Girls School Road 

                Indianapolis, IN 
 

Time:       1:30 PM 

 

Date:        December 11, 2011 
 

Location: Indianapolis Marion County Library 

                Fishers Branch Library 

                5 Municipal Drive 

                Fishers, IN 
 

Time:       1:30 PM 
 

CID members are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Board members can confirm location and date. 

–  Extra Board – 

– Division Schedule – 

Danville Train Meet – November 19, 2011 – Danville, IN 
See page 5 for information 

Carmel Library Train Show– November 12, 2011 – Carmel, IN 
 

The August issue of NMRA Magazine put the CID on the national map yet again by kindly publishing my National 
Model Railroad Month article. Almost all you need to know about the show is there on pg15 except that this year's 
library show will be Saturday November 12th. The other thing you need to know is that we always have more curi-
ous kids with questions than we have model railroaders to answer them so volunteers will be very welcome. Those 
of us running layouts and watching out for errant hands can't always give the kids the attention they deserve. Since 
we have no dealers this is not a meet that is attended by the usual crowd, so we need all the extra help we can get. 
It's a great facility, they provide us with drinks and snacks, we have a good time and get to showcase our hobby to 

hundreds of kids and their parents. See page 8 for more information. 

Great Train Expo – September  24 & 25,  2011 – Indianapolis, IN 
Indiana State Fair Grounds Blue Ribbon Pavilion 

Admission-Adults: $7.00, Kids under 12: FREE - 10am-4pm both days 

For more information: http://trainexpoinc.com 

CIRROPS OPS Education Program – October 22, 2011  
See front page for information (You do not need to be a CID member to participate) 

Great Train Expo – December  17 & 18,  2011 – Indianapolis, IN 
Indiana State Fair Grounds Blue Ribbon Pavilion 

Admission-Adults: $7.00, Kids under 12: FREE - 10am-4pm both days 

World’s Greatest Hobby Show – January 8 & 9,  2012 – Indianapolis, IN 
Indiana State Fair Grounds Blue Ribbon Pavilion 

Admission-Adults: $7.00, Kids under 12: FREE - 10am-4pm both days 

For more information: http://trainexpoinc.com 

CID Modelers Meet – October 8, 2011  
See page 3 for information 
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The Back Shop on a railroad is a shop where locomotives are repaired. The CID Back Shop is a place to get help with modeling 

problems or find "fixes" for situations on your model railroad. This can be help with any area of the hobby from the very beginning 

to advanced situations. 
 

The CID has lined up members with the experience to help solve your problem or problems. These CID members are willing to help 

ALL modelers, whether or not you are a member of the NMRA. We believe that we can help and be of service to you. If you can get 

your problems solved, you can better enjoy the hobby of model railroading. 
 

The Back Shop offers help in: planning your layout, construction ideas, wiring (both DC and DCC), building kits (both cars and 

buildings), various scenery techniques, weathering techniques and operating your railroad in a prototypical way. 
 

The Back Shop works in this way: Click on this link to e-mail the supervisor (or cut and paste it into your e-mail) 

cid_backshop@railfan.net and the Back Shop supervisor will try to find a CID member with the experience you need. When a CID 

member is located, you will be contacted by the Back Shop via e-mail. The two of you will work out the means of communication. 

This could be via e-mail or an in-person visit. The Back Shop supervisor will check back with you to see how the help worked out. 

CID Back Shop 

Everyone  took  advantage  of  the  free  train  rides  provided  by the Indiana Live Steamers.                                                    

Photo by Rich Seymour 

Summer CID Picnic event provided good times and conversation.                                 Photo by Keith Clark 

Dan Goins has a clear track as his passengers enjoy the ride.                                        Photo by Keith Clark 

 The CID Board of Directors held their Executive Board meeting at 

the Indiana Live Steamers facility in Johnson County Park on Sun-

day, August 28.  The Board decided to rent a shelter house so all 

CID members could attend, have a picnic lunch, and ride the trains 

on the Live Steamers railroad.   The weather cooperated which al-

lowed us to have a productive meeting and to get in a couple of train 

rides. 

Steve Studley, Superintendent 

mailto:cid_backshop@railfan.net
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