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Two shows, two different audiences, but the
same two results. Happy attendees at both. As
usual at the Carmel Library Show there were
the families with their kids watching the trains
run and participating in the layout detail hunt
and receiving model railroad magazines for
finding all the details. There were 854 people
who visited the show at this year so this once
again proves to be a tremendous show for both
the library and the CID and our educational
goals.
The Hendricks County 4-H Convention Center is packed with
vendors and buyers. Operating layouts also filled the venue for
the Danville Show.
(All Carmel & Danville Photos: Keith Clark)

ville show will be held again next year on November the 19th. Ideas are already being put in
place to make this show larger than in the past.
We hope to see all of you there for an even better show.
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Firing up the live steam for a run around the oval interests
some of the onlookers at the Carmel Library Show.

At the Danville Show, the usual variety of both
new and old, large and small scale model railroad equipment was available. Portable layouts
were on display and despite it snowing hard for
a good portion of the day the turnout was very
good. There were 419 people who came and all
seemed very pleased with the show. The Dan1
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2016 CID Board of Directors Election
Not only is 2016 a big year for the CID because we’re hosting the National Convention in July; it is also
our year for the “BIG” election. This is the year we elect the executive committee - Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent, Chief Clerk, Paymaster, and three Trainmasters. The terms for the positions
listed are all two years in length. Maximum term length is two consecutive terms, except for the Chief
Clerk and Paymaster positions. Those two positions are not term-limited. The new term begins May 15,
2016.
To be a member of the Board, you must be a member of the Central Indiana Division, NMRA. Dues
must be kept up-to-date. Duties include attending the six Board meetings held each year. These meetings take care of the business of the Division. Board members serve on committees associated with the
work of the Board and help at CID activities. If you have questions about any of the positions or are interested in placing your name in nomination, please contact either Bill Schoonmaker or Steve Studley.
Contact info for each of us is available on page two of this issue. We’ll be asking for you to send us a bio
of approximately 250-350 words. Voting will take place next March, so we can announce the winners at
the Martinsville Meet Annual Members’ Meeting on April 2, 2016.
Being on the Board of Directors is a great way to serve the members of the CID. If
you have some time that could be put to good use, consider running for a CID
Board position. Let us know.
2016 Nominations and Election Committee

Bill Schoonmaker
Steve Studley

IT’S GOOD AND IT’S FREE
How much would you pay for an idea that would make an improvement in your modeling skills? Five, Ten,
Twenty dollars? Well how about FREE if you’re a member of the NMRA . All you have to do is come to a CID
Modelers Meet.
Do you have a new way of doing things? Well pass that information along to other members and come to a
CID Modelers Meet.
This past October 10th, I attended and participated in the CID Fall Modelers Meet. This is the fourth one that I
have attended since 2012. I can’t tell you how much the modeler meets have helped my modeling and planning for my layout construction. Also, I was able to pass along some of my own modeling tips to other members to help them improve their skills.
When I rejoined the hobby a few years ago I was desperate to catch up on my modeling skills and decided
that the clinics and layout visits were really worth my time. The past meet was no exception, topics that were
covered - how to airbrush cheap craft paints, applying pan pastels, weathering using an ink pad, neat details
from broken Star Wars toys, tips on fixing a cosmetic mistake on an engine, assembling and painting kits to
applying thin long decal stripes.
I was also surprised that our members do not take advantage of these meets. The CID Board works hard to
provide opportunities for its members to improve their modeling skills. Everyone should be attending these
meets. There is a wealth of information shared at each one.
Marty Witkiewicz
CID Member
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have to admit to having a complete lack of understanding about. For the last couple of years
the CID has offered to its members a twice a
year event called a Modelers Meet. The event
was created for members of the CID as a place
to not only show what they have been working
on to other modelers but to come, see the work
of other CID members, learn techniques that
they may be able to use to enhance their own
modeling and build camaraderie with other
model railroaders. We have held these meets in
Indianapolis, Bedford and Bloomington and
have had an average of 16 members attend
them. Surprisingly most of the attendees have
been from outside the Indianapolis area yet
more than two thirds of the CID membership
reside in the Indianapolis area.

Keith Clark
CID Superintendent
Well I have survived
my first attempt at
putting on the Danville Train Show. I
want to thank those people who assisted me in
both preparation before the show and help on
the day of the show. Obviously there is no way
that one person can run our train shows by
themselves. Most everyone who has said anything to me about the show has said that it was
a great show so that makes me feel good as
following in John Pancini’s footsteps is a tough
act to follow as that old cliché says.

So why don’t CID members take advantage of
the Modelers Meets? You will find an article in
this issue that was submitted to the Rusty Spike
by a CID member regarding the Modelers
Meets. Please read his article (page 3) and see
if these meets might be something that you may
be missing for what ever reason. I invite our
members to come once and see if this is something that may be of bigger value to you than
you first thought.

I would now like to get into some more serious
CID business that after the Danville Show has
been bothering me and also has been discussed at the December CID board meeting.
There are two issues that I see occur with
things that the CID offers for its members and
others, to some limited degrees, that no one
seems to want to take advantage of. I have sat
back and thought about this for several weeks
now and I have come up with some ideas for
the reasons that this apathy exists.

It has come to my attention that maybe the original impression about the Modelers Meets was
that these were for people with higher modeling
skills. This could not be further from the truth as
it is the idea that the CID wants to provide the
opportunity for our members to improve their
modeling abilities. That is a large part of what
we are about and are working hard to try and
provide more and more educational opportunities like this for our members.

One issue that stood out personally to me
came at the Danville Show. We always have
two contests at the shows, one is the Favorite
Train Contest and one is the more specific
contest, like Favorite Diesel Locomotive or Favorite Caboose, etc. At Danville there was one
entry in the Favorite Train contest and that was
all. So I need to ask, why is there not more
participation in the contests. Doesn’t anyone
have anything to show off? Are people afraid
their models are not worth entering? Is it a time
thing because you need to come early to enter
and wait around till later in the afternoon to pick
up your entry(s)? Is it because you just get a
certificate for entering? Is it the competition aspect?

I would like to ask members of the CID that if
you have an idea about what may be going on
with either of these items and what might be
done to encourage participation, please send
me an email at gtwfan@bluemarble.net
Finally, be sure and stop and say hi at our CID
booth at the World’s Greatest Hobby Show at
the State Fairgrounds January 9th and 10th,
2016.

I will let you think about that issue for a while
and I will progress to my second item that I will
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Important Dates to remember for

Highball to Indy, 2016
www.nmra2016.org
The NMRA National Convention is quickly approaching. The first day of the convention will be July
3, 2016. That’s not too far in the future. Here is some information for you to note so you don’t miss
upcoming deadlines or opportunities.
The first bit of information to remember is the day the costs of registering for the convention will increase. All registration fees will increase on February 2, 2016. If you are like me (heaven forbid),
you’ll procrastinate and find it’s now mid-February and you’ll have to spend extra money to attend
your local convention. To keep that from happening, send in your registration now. Now? Why
now? First, you’ll have beaten that procrastination bug and saved some money. Second, those who
are pre-registered for the convention will receive early email notification of the date the convention
hotel will begin accepting reservations and the date when you’ll be able to buy tours. For your convenience, a registration form is included in this issue of the Rusty Spike.
I realize there are quite a few CID members who live close enough to downtown Indy to not have to
worry about a hotel room for the convention. However, there are many of us who are not close
enough to drive back and forth daily, and who want the convenience of being able to head back to
your room for a bit of relaxation during the day. In case you are in that category, the NMRA has negotiated a great price with The Westin Indianapolis. The rate for a single/double is $119/day for the
week of the convention. That’s a great price for downtown Indy. And you will be in the convention
hotel. Note: the hotel is not yet accepting reservations.
The National Train Show (NTS)® will open on Friday, July 8. Those who have registered for the
convention receive free access to the NTS® for the run of the show. The first three hours, from
9:00A until 12:00P on Friday, are exclusively for convention attendees. Beginning at 12:00P Friday,
and until closing at 6:00P on Sunday, July 10, the show is open to the public. Public ticket pricing
can be found on the NTS® website: http://www.nationaltrainshow.org/2016/ntsindianapolis.html
Be sure to continue to visit the convention website (see below) for further information. From now
until July, the website will be frequently updated. The homepage for the site also has links to either
a paper registration form or online registration on the NMRA website. Check it out.
Convention Website: http://www.nmra2016.org
Steve Studley
Chair, Highball to Indy, 2016
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2016 NMRA National Convention

Registration Form
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT!

www.nmra2016.org
Registrant Last Name:
First Name:

NMRA #:
___ Dr. ___ Mr. ___ Mrs. ___ Ms. ___ MMR ___ HLM

SIG Memberships (shown on badge): ___ LDSIG ___ OPSIG ___ PRO ___ RPM ___ N ___ S ___ G
Complete Name As It Should Appear On Badge:
Area Code & Telephone #:
Street Address:
State / Province:

City:
ZIP:

Country:

E-Mail Address:
Name Of Companion:

___ Dr. ___ Mr. ___ Mrs. ___ Ms. ___ MMR ___ HLM

Complete Companion Name As It Should Appear On Badge:

E-Mail Address:

Names & Ages (As Of July 2016) Of Family Member(s):
Special Considerations:
Note: Tours, meal functions, non-rail activities, and tickets for other events may be added to this
2016 NMRA National Convention pre-registration as the events are announced and promoted.
Convention Registration Fees
Fees On or Before February 1, 2016
Basic Registration (NMRA Member) ___ x $130.00
Companion (Non-rail) Registration Rate * ___ x $55.00
Youth #1 (under 18 as of July 2016) ___ x $50.00
Youth #2 (under 18 as of July 2016) ___ x $50.00
NMRA Family Registration Rate ** ___ x $270.00
Non-NMRA Member, add registration fee of $25.00
* Must accompany a standard registration
** Family rate includes NMRA member, companion,
and all children up to 18 years of age as of the
national convention in July 2016

Fees After Feb. 1, 2016
Basic Rate ___ x $150.00
Companion * ___ x $60.00
Youth #1 (under 18) ___ x $55.00
Youth #2 (under 18) ___ x $55.00
Family Rate **___ x $290.00
Non-Member Rate, add $25.00
Total Submitted To:
NMRA 2016

Payment Of Fees
Checks / money orders payable to: NMRA 2016
(Please do not staple checks to registration forms!)

Mail to:

$

NMRA
P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy, TN 37384-1328

Paying Via Credit Card, Complete Details Below Then Mail To NMRA:
__ AMEX __ Discover __ Mastercard __ VISA

Security Code:

Full Name As It Appears On Card:

Card #:
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Sub-Total
$
$
$
$
$
$

Exp. Date:

Central Indiana
Division
Presents the

Noblesville Train Show
Sunday – January 31, 2016

Admission
$3 per person
or

$5 for families
Ken Houghton

Location

Exhibition Center, Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds, 2003 Pleasant Street, Noblesville, IN
This facility is Handicap accessible.

10 AM to 3 PM
Show Features
Noblesville
• Operating Layouts
• Displays
• Dealer Tables
• Model Judging
• Free Parking
• Door Prizes
• Food by Sheridan Christian Church
• Clinics on improving your model
railroading skills

- Popular Vote Contest -

North
Highway 32
Pleasant Street
Hamilton County
4 - H Fairgrounds

Hwy 37

Weathered Rolling Stock
& Favorite Train
Dealer Tables $12.00 each [6 foot] Setup from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM
Contact: Tom Cain at (317) 696-2818 or atsf93@comcast.net
Check out our website at http://cid.railfan.net/
The next CID activity is the Martinsville Train Show on April 2, 2016
.

The Highball to Indy2016 National NMRA Convention is almost here, July 3-10, 2016
See more about the convention and
7 how to register at: www.nmra2016.org

– Division Schedule –
Noblesville Meet – January 31, 2016 – Noblesville, IN
Hamilton County 4H Expo Center, 2003 Pleasant Street
Dealer Show & Meet – 10am to 3pm
Admission: $3:00 per Adult / $5.00 per Family
Dealer Tables - $12.00 for 6’ table
See page 5 for flier.
For more information or tables: Tom Cain at (317) 696-2818

Spring Modeler’s Meet – March 12, 2016 – Indianapolis, IN
Allisonville Christian Church,
10am to 3pm. Clinic presentation will be JMRI Overview by Tom Fitzsimons.
Attendance is free but is limited to NMRA members. (May bring one guest)
Martinsville Meet & CID Annual Business Meeting – April 2, 2016 – Noblesville, IN
National Guard Armory, 1900 Hospital Drive
Dealer Show & Meet – 10am to 3pm / Admission: $3:00 per Adult / $5.00 per Family
CID Annual Meeting at 10:30am / Dealer Tables - $16.00 for 8’ table
For more information or tables: Tr evor J ones at tr evjn@sbcglobal.net
Spring Layout Tour – April 16, 2016
Be watching for more details in the next Rusty Spike

– Extra Board –
World’s Greatest Hobby on Tour - January 9-10, 2016 – Indianapolis, IN
Indiana State Fair Grounds Blue Ribbon Pavilion
Admission-Adults: ? at this time, Kids under 16: FREE
10am-6pm Saturday/10am-5pm Sunday
For more information: http://www.wghshow.com/index.html
Naptown & White River Model Railroad Club Train Show – March 5, 2016 – Indianapolis, IN
Manual High School Gymnasium – 2405 S. Madison Ave., Indianapolis, IN
Time: 10am to 3pm – Admission: $6 - $5 with flier. Children 12 and under free.
Boy & Girl Scouts in uniform free – Free parking, food, operating layouts.
Dealer tables $15.00
For more information: naptownmr r@gmail.com or http://www.naptownr r.org

Highball to Indy – NMRA National Convention – July 3-10, 2016 – Indianapolis, IN
Westin Hotel , 50 S. Capital Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46204
National Train Show July 8-10, 2016, Indianapolis Convention Center

For more information: http://www.nmr a2016.or g
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CID Wants You!
Yes, CID wants YOU, your perfected talents, your skills and knowledge! Like any strong organization
our hobby’s continuous growth and excellence is dependent on each person sharing their ideas and experiences with others upon which to build strong outstanding programs to be disseminated and enjoyed
by everyone.
How do we accumulate and share this wealth of knowledge? One method is by providing CLINICs. Clinics prepared and given by you. That’s right, YOU! Each and every one of you have over the years accumulated a tremendous amount of knowledge – some good and others probably not. Regardless of your
experiences they are all teachable moments that can and should be shared with others so they can be
evaluated and expanded upon. Not only does every piece of information communicated have the potential of mushrooming into a larger improved idea, it also may eliminate the “Reinvention of the Wheel” syndrome which has at one time or another plagued us all.
So take some time, and sit down and start developing a list of things that you have learned or experienced over the years. You’ll be surprised how long the list will be. Then from your list pick one or two
which you feel comfortable with sharing with others and start developing how you would approach conveying that knowledge. It’s only one more step to take your subject to the presentation level and share
your knowledge at one of the many clinic openings at the CID Model Railroad meets, or for that matter,
the NMRA National 2016 Convention.
There’s always Clinic openings at our CID Meets and presenters are constantly needed and welcomed.
This year we have even a greater need for new clinics as we try to fill the more than 300 clinics slots that
are to be given at the 2016 National Convention. So give it some serious thoughts and volunteer today
to share your knowledge and experiences and help our “Hobby” to continue to grow and expand.
If you have questions or need any assists, please do not hesitate to contact Jim Koryta, 2016 NMRC
Clinic Committee Chairman at jkoryta@comcast.net or Bill Schoonmaker, CID Clinic Chairman at
b.schoonmaker@comcast.net (phone at 812 583-4270). We are looking forward to hearing from you.
CID Clinic Chairman,
Bill Schoonmaker
Upcoming CID Board Meetings

Date:

Rusty Spike Closing Dates

February 7, 2016

Volume 46 Issue #2 - February 7, 2016
Volume 46 Issue #3 - April 9, 2016
Volume 46 Issue #4 - July 17, 2016
Volume 46 Issue #5 - September 4, 2016

Location: Indianapolis Marion County Library
Wayne Branch Library
198 S. Girls School Road
Indianapolis, IN
Time:

1:30 PM

Date:

April 3, 2016

Dates are tentative and subject to change.

Attention – All notices of club open houses, or other
shows & meets will be included in the Extra Board only if
the official request form is used. This form may be printed
off the CID website at :
http://cid.railfan.net/Extra_Board_Request_Sheet.pdf
Fill out the form and send to the address listed on the
form. Upcoming deadlines for each Rusty Spike are listed
in the Spike or may be obtained from Keith Clark (see pg.
2). Events not sent on the request form cannot be included.

Location: Indianapolis Marion County Library
Wayne Branch Library
198 S. Girls School Road
Indianapolis, IN
Time:

1:30 PM

CID members are welcome and encouraged to attend.
Board members can confirm location and date.
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Upcoming CID Clinics
•CID Noblesville Train Show – 1/31/16
Filling Open Spaces On Your Layout
- by Richard Seymour
Installing LED Strip Lighting
- by Bill Schoonmaker
•CID Modelers Meet (Indy) – 3/12/16
JMRI Overview
- by Tom Fitzsimmons
•CID Martinsville Train Show and CID Annual
Business Meeting – 4/2/16
Couplers
- by Newman Atkinson

Dennis Rahn sells merchandise to a customer at the Danville
Show while others shop for cars for their railroads.

Rusty Spike Vol. 46 No. 1
© Copyright 2016
Central Indiana Division,
Midwest Region, N.M.R.A.
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Train Central
In business since 1976

Large selection of:
Z, N, HO, O Scale & Lionel Model Railroad Supplies;
Model & Prototype Railroad Books;
Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends;
Die Cast Race Cars;
Free Flight Model Airplanes.

Phone: (317) 375-0832
Fax: (317) 375-1278

6742 E. Washington St.
Indianapolis, Indiana 46219
All Year Monday-Saturday 10:30 AM to 6:00 PM
November-January Sunday 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM
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