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Attention – All notices of club open houses, or other 

shows & meets will be included in the Extra Board only if 

the official request form is used. This form may be printed 

off the CID website at:  
http://www.cidnmra.org/rusty-spike-back-issues and click 

on Extra Board Request Sheet 

Fill out the form and send to the address listed on the 

form. Upcoming deadlines for each Rusty Spike are listed 

in the Spike or may be obtained from Keith Clark (see pg. 

3). Events not sent on the request form cannot be included. 

Rusty Spike Closing Dates 
 

Volume 49 Issue #2 - March 3, 2019 

Volume 49 Issue #3 - June 2, 2019 

Volume 49 Issue #4 - September 1, 2019 

Volume 50 Issue #1 - December 8, 2019 
 

Dates are tentative and subject to change. 
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2 Rusty Spike Goes Quarterly 
4 Carmel Library Show 
CID’s promotion of our great hobby. 

5 Taking Your Layout Apart 
Considerations for dismantling your model 
railroad (Part 1). 

6 Noblesville Train Show 

8 Modelers Meet - October 2018 
A first time attendee’s reflection on his 
experience at a CID Modelers Meet. 

9 2018 Danville Special Favorites 

Contest 
See the entries and learn the winners in the 
100’x100’ Square Foot Favorites contest.  

13 Upcoming CID Clinics 
See what will be presented at shows and meets 
during the next several months. 

14 March 2019 Modelers Meet 

See what’s coming up at the next Modelers 
Meet. 

 

The Usual  

2 In This Issue 
2 Rusty Spike Closing Dates 

3 Your CID Board Directory 
Contact information for your CID Board of  
Directors. 

4 Super’s RR 

7 Upcoming Events 
What to look forward to, both from your CID and 
other model railroad opportunities. 

14 Board Meeting Schedule 
CID members are welcome to attend. 

15 Pike Ads 

There is lots more infor-

mation to discover on our 

website. Go to the url be-

low for CID information 

and all kinds of model 

railroad links. 

www.cidnmra.org 

Rusty Spike Moves to Quarterly 
 

Beginning with this issue the Rusty Spike will be 

published on a quarterly basis. There are many 

reasons for this change but it will suffice to say 

that the main reason is article contributions.  

There have not been enough items coming from 

members to fill five issues a year. With that being 

said issues may expand to cover  topics and infor-

mation that is important to the membership of the 

Central Indiana Division. As always if you have 

something to share please submit it to the Spike, 

and as space permits, it will be published for the 

CID membership to enjoy and learn from. I hope 

that the Spike is an asset to your membership in 

the NMRA. 

 

Keith Clark: Rusty Spike Editor 
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Hello CID Model Railroaders, 

 

This edition of the ”Super’s RR” will be more raving 

and a lot less ranting.  If you missed my last issue 

please see the online version of the Rusty Spike Vol-

ume 48 Number 3.  So what do I have to rave about, 

well plenty.    

 

First I attended the Michiana Division’s Edu-Train E 

& T Conference in Fort Wayne.  The entire confer-

ence was great.  The educational clinics were very 

informative and the layouts were just outstanding.  I 

can’t wait to attend next year’s conference.  Second-

ly, closer to home the CID Modelers Meet was held 

in Indianapolis.  Joe Mattick gave a great presenta-

tion on JMRI’s car forwarding system.  Joe really 

knows his stuff and is a valuable resource to have in 

the division.  Third, kudos to Eric Smith for organiz-

ing the very successful and enjoyable CIRROPS 

weekend.      Model Railroad operators from the sur-

rounding states  operated on layouts in Lafayette, 

Bloomington and in Indianapolis for the 3 day event.  

Fourth, the Danville Train show sponsored by the 

CID.  The operating layouts, clinics, and the great 

buys from dealers plus the great comradery made 

this year’s event a great success.  Of particular note, 

did you see the Favorite 100 X 100 Scale Feet Dis-

play contest?   Wow, all entries were great.  I had a 

very hard time deciding on my favorite, so I voted 

for all of them.  But don’t tell as I probably will get 

in trouble.   Go to the CID web page and take a look. 

And lastly, have you picked up your official CID 

name tag?  Stop by the CID table when you visit the 

Noblesville train show on January 27, 2019. 

 

My next topic is making 2019 New Year Resolu-

tions.  But, first did you achieve your 2018 model 

railroad resolutions?  If you did, great; and if not, 

well, there is 2019.  But don’t forget we are all get-

ting older and we cannot procrastinate forever.  So, 

if you need help or suggestions why not look for 

guidance from resources like your fellow model rail-

roaders (who by the way are not stingy with their 

opinions) at an op session, CID clinic or at CID 

Modelers Meet, or the NMRA/MWR/CID web pag-

es, to name just a couple places.   One of my 2018 

resolutions which I did not make was to attend the 

2018 Trainfest in Wisconsin.  I have heard so many 

great things about this event and hopefully will make 

it in 2019.    

So keep it on the rails. 

 

Dan Hinel 

The CID and Carmel Clay Public Library continue 

to join forces to promote the hobby of model rail-

roading during National Model Railroad Month. 

This year’s show drew a record 1007 people visiting 

the displays and watching trains run on the various 

layouts. It’s a great day for everyone involved. 

2018 Carmel Library Show 
Show Draws Over 1000 People 

Both little and big kids enjoy watching trains run on John Pan-

cini’s N Scale layout.    Photos by: Rich Seymour 
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Taking a Layout Apart!  
Part One 

 

What if I or someone else needs to take my model 

railroad layout down?  Boy, that is a tough question 

to consider.  Why on earth would someone want to 

take their model railroad down?  Well, maybe they 

want to move to a new home with a larger basement, 

or maybe they are done with model railroading be-

cause of their age or maybe they have been called to 

the great roundhouse in the sky.  Interestingly, I’ve 

been exposed to 4 layouts that fit into two of those 

scenarios in the last few months.  So this got me to 

thinking on how a layout could be taken down.  Fol-

lowing are my thoughts on how this could be done.   

 

The first step should be to remove all locomotives 

and rolling stock from the layout.  If they will be 

used on your next new and larger layout, it should 

not be necessary to return locomotives or cars to 

their original boxes, but they should be carefully 

packed to make sure that handrails are not crushed or 

to make sure couplers and other details are not dis-

lodged.  If locomotives and rolling stock are not go-

ing to your new layout, getting them back into their 

original box might help facilitate them being sold in 

a train show or on Ebay.  But, models and their origi-

nal boxes really don’t add to resale value unless the 

model is collectible.  If the original boxes are not 

clean and if they are torn or show signs of mold it is 

best to toss them out.  When it comes to selling used 

trains at a Train Show or on Ebay the sad truth is that 

you or the seller is really only going to get pennies 

on the dollar for your trains.  Don’t let this upset 

you.  You never bought them to be an investment; 

you bought them to run on your layout or to enjoy 

when holding them in your hands.  Another thought 

is that your trains could be donated to a museum that 

has a train layout, a children’s hospital or a railroad 

organization such as our own Central Indiana Divi-

sion of the NMRA.  That organization could use the 

donation for repairs if they have their own layout or 

they could take the time to sell them at a Train Show 

to generate income.   

 

The next step would be to remove structures and ve-

hicles from the layout.  Hopefully you have kept 

your layout clean and have at least occasionally dust-

ed off the roofs of your structures.  If the structures 

have been fastened to the layout you may need to use 

a putty knife to get them loose from the layout.  If 

there are lights in the structure be careful of any 

wires coming out of the structures and leave us much 

wire as you can.  Be as careful as you can to not dis-

lodge or break off details such as outside stairways, 

roof gutters, and chimneys.  Structures can usually 

only be packed into larger cardboard boxes instead 

of the box the kit came from. 

 

My suggestion now for the third step is to start re-

moving as much of the electrical accessories as pos-

sible.  These would include your power supply, cir-

cuit breakers, reversing circuits and stationary de-

coders for switch machines or other layout accesso-

ries.  Of course be sure to turn off the power to the 

layout.  When removing stationary decoders be care-

ful of the wiring connections on them.  Be sure not 

to pull on wires in a manner to damage the wiring 

terminals.  Be careful to not bend any circuit boards 

as this might damage the electrical circuitry.  If you 

have tortoise switch machines or other turnout con-

trols they would be removed at this time.  Any signal 

lights or grade crossing accessories should be re-

moved.  These may have some delicate hardware if 

they have operating grade crossing arms or if they 

are trackside signals or signal bridges.  Here again 

leave as much wire as possible to each component.  

Packing these items will require a good deal of care. 

 

Scenery is probably going to be a lost cause unless 

you have a scene that can be removed as one piece 

and taken to your new layout.  Otherwise, there is 

not much that can be used or re-used by anyone.  

Honestly this is also likely the “dirtiest” part of your 

layout.  It is impossible to dust and who knows what 

once lived in that grove of trees.  I once had a cricket 

living in my scenery.  I could never find it or “flush 

it out into the open,” but it could always tell if I was 

getting close to it as it would become silent when I 

was close to figuring out where it was. 

 

OK, this has gotten us started and for some of you it 

might be all that you needed to know, but I’m going 

to get into the actual removal of the layout in the 

next Spike issue. 

 

Thomas Cain 

Atsf93@comcast.net  

 
Look for part two of this article in next quarter’s issue. 
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Central Indiana Division 
of the 

National Model Railroad Association 

Presents the 

Noblesville Train Show 
Sunday – January 27, 2019 

Location 
Exhibition Center, Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds, 2003 Pleasant Street, Noblesville, IN 

This facility is Handicap accessible 

10 AM to 3 PM  

 • Operating Layouts  • Displays 

 • Dealer Tables   • Model Judging  

 • Free Parking   • Door Prizes 

 • Food by Sheridan Christian Church 

 • Clinics on improving your model  

    railroading skills 
 

Show Features 

- Popular Vote Contest - 
Favorite Maintenance of Way Vehicle 

Dealer Tables $12.00 each [6 foot] Setup from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM 

Contact: Jim Shellhaas at (317) 750-4834 or jshellha@butler.edu  

Check out our website at http://www.cidnmra.org 

The next CID activity is the Indy Spring Train Show on April 13, 2019 

Admission  

 $3 per person 

or 

$5 for families 
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–  Extra Board – 

– Division Schedule – 

Noblesville Meet – January 27, 2019 – Noblesville, IN  
Hamilton County 4H Expo Center, 2003 Pleasant Street  

Dealer Show & Meet – 10am to 3pm  

Admission: $3:00  per Adult / $5.00 per Family  

Operating layouts, vendors, door prizes, contests, food and free parking 

Dealer Tables - $12.00 for 6’ table 

For more information or tables: Jim Shellhaas at (317) 750-4834  

 

Spring Modelers Meet - March 16, 2019 - Indianapolis, IN 

Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church, 11250 N. Michigan Rd., Zionsville, IN 

  Hours will be our regular 10A to 3P.  The presentation for the meet will be on  

  Scratchbuilding Tips and Techniques  – will be given by Doug Rolfe . 

Bring something with you that you’d like to share with others.   
For more information: Steve Studley (812) 876-9726  

 

CID Spring Layout Tour - April 6, 2019 - Indy west side 

 

Indy Spring Train Show   ̶ April 13, 2019  ̶  Indianapolis, IN (Franklin Show last year) 

Manual High School, 2405 South Madison Ave., Indianapolis, IN 

Dealer Show & Meet – 10am to 3pm  

Admission: $3:00  per Adult / $5.00 per Family  

Operating layouts, vendors, door prizes, contests, food and free parking 

Dealer Tables - $16.00 for 8’ table 

For more information or tables: Mike Roder ick at (317) 833-3556 or www.cidnmra.org 
 

 
Great Train Show- February 2-3, 2019 – Indianapolis, IN  

Indiana State Fair Grounds  

Admission-Adults: $10.00 Saturday (2day) - $9.00 Sunday - Kids under 11: FREE  

Purchase tickets on-line and get $1.00 off with coupon code W11  

On site admission is cash only  

10am-4pm Saturday and Sunday  

For more information: http://www.greattrainshow.com  

 

Naptown & White River Model RR Club – March 2, 2019 – Indianapolis, IN 
Train Show–Manual H.S. Gym, 2405 S. Madison Ave., Indianapolis, IN 

Admission $5.00/Children under 12 free with adult 

Free admission to all Scouts in uniform w/paid adult 

Saturday, 10 am to 3 pm – Vendors, Layouts, Clinics, Food, and More! 

Club Layout will be open free of charge 

See www.naptownrr.org for map and directions 

For more information: Steve Handley at (317) 786-8627 or naptownmrr@gmail.com 
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MODELERS MEET  
OCTOBER 2018 

 

A First Time Attendee’s Reflection 
 

What a fantastic Modelers Meet! A good time was 

had by all. This was my very first meet. I confess 

that I almost didn't go. I've been in model railroad-

ing for many years and just very recently joined the 

NMRA. When I first read about the Modelers Meet, 

I read the brief description and didn't quite under-

stand. After reading the description a few times, I 

envisioned a bunch of rivet counters looking at a 

model analyzing it. Boy was I wrong! Ultimately, I 

decided to give it a try and am I ever glad. 

The day began as I walked into the meet where I 

saw a good number of people seated at several ta-

bles. Some looked in my direction as I walked to-

ward an empty chair. Several friendly faces glanced 

in my direction. Before long a guy came up and be-

gan talking with me and not long after that, another 

gentleman came up to talk—a friendly bunch. 

A very short time later, a gentleman stood at the 

front of the room and made an announcement of 

what was going to happen that day including intro-

ducing a man, Joe, who was giving a presentation on 

model railroad operations. 

Before Joe's excellent presentation, another gentle-

man addressed the group showing them a model he 

was working on. What really surprised me was in-

stead of just showing off the model, he asked the 

group for suggestions relating to an issue he was 

having with his project. He was having difficulty 

coming up with alternatives. He received several 

excellent suggestions! 

It never ceases to amaze me as long as I've been in 

this hobby just when you think you have heard eve-

rything, you learn something new! There is no better 

way to get new ideas and information than sitting in 

a room full of fellow train enthusiasts! 

I have been a Model Railroader for many years. I 

have modeled in different scales. I have constructed 

numerous layouts. I have belonged to a modular 

club. I'm on several Internet chat boards, where ide-

as are exchanged. However, there is nothing like the 

fellowship and camaraderie of being right there in 

person with a group of fellow modelers. 

Another interesting fact is that all of these folks were 

not just HO modelers. There was a very interesting 

“mix” there. The guy that surprised me the absolute 

most was a Proto 48 guy. For those of you who may 

not know, Proto 48 folks model everything precisely 

1/48 ratio. A very small percentage of folks are in 

that fine scale, but what fabulous work they do! 

I was the only 3-rail modeler in the room. I am a dif-

ferent kind of 3-rail modeler. I model realistically. 

There has been a huge movement in O scale in the 

past 20 years where manufacturers are producing a 

huge variety of scale and highly detailed O scale 

equipment. This movement is called: 3-rail scale. 

We had people there who had their layouts in maga-

zines and on videos. We had other people who didn't 

have a layout. We had people that had multiple years 

of experience. We had people with very limited ex-

perience. Talk about the whole gamut! 

My favorite part was when we all introduced our-

selves to the whole group and gave a brief introduc-

tion about ourselves and our layouts. That's when I 

learned lots of interesting things including reinforc-

ing the reality that we model railroaders, all of us, 

regardless of scale or skill set, are valued members 

of our community. 

There are people in this hobby that are under the 

mistaken impression and have absolutely no interest 

in anything outside their own scale. They do not ap-

preciate the fact that we are all model railroaders and 

share common issues. I don't care if you're a Z scale 

person or a G scale person. You have a model rail-

road. You may have unique issues to your scale but 

ultimately we are all in the same boat. 

There is always something you can learn from others 

regardless of scale. I'm certain people miss a lot by 

shutting others out just because the other person 

doesn't model in the same scale. Huge mistake! 

I can tell you one thing for certain about that Model-

ers Meet, there is nothing greater than sharing a 

room with a group of people who are as enthusiastic 

about the hobby as you! 
(Continued on page 13) 
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Danville 100’x100’ Contest 
 
Entries for the Danville Favorites Contest 

were amazing. The rules restricted entries 

to a scale 100’x100’ display in what ever 

scale you wished to do. There were a total 

of ten entries, all HO scale, and anyone who 

attended the Danville show was able to vote 

on their favorite. First, second and third 

places received recognition for their hard 

work in the form of a beautiful plaque. Be 

on the lookout for the theme of 2019’s Dan-

ville Favorites Contest and begin work on 

your entry. Let’s see how creative you can 

be. 

Right: Steve Studley, contest chair, presents Doug 

Rolfe with a plaque for taking 1st place in the con-

test for his Moose Creek Crossing. Below: Doug’s 

beautiful work on his 100’x100’ entry. 
                          All contest photos by: Rich Seymour 
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Above: Newman Atkinson took second for his Terre Haute Square Donuts replication of a CSX train 

crew’s stop for donuts which got them on the evening news for blocking traffic. 

Below: Third place went to Jim Shellhaas for his grain elevator complex.  
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Above: Parker Avenue Crossing in Yakima, 

Washington done by Ed Novit.   Right: Mike 

Crosby’s hay barn was built matching photos 

of an original barn built out of old CNW 

stock cars.   Below: Tom Cain’s quick mart 

filling station shows BNSF Bill stopping for a 

soda. 
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Left: Steve Studley’s rendition 

of the old Frostop in Vincennes, 

Indiana. Center Left: Rich Sey-

mour’s NS MOW facility . 

Above: Joe Rodenberg’s model 

of “The Brick”. Left: Rob 

Clendening’s “Indiana Side 

Street” with a fantastic basket 

ball hoop on the garage. 
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The Modelers Meet was stimulating, informative and 

entertaining. I exchanged information, emails  

and phone numbers with a couple of people after dis-

covering they lived very close to me. If I would not 

have attended this meet, I may have never met either 

of those guys. One of them, the very next day, came 

to my home for a layout tour! I'm anxious to visit his 

layout because he has a very interesting control pan-

el that I am anxious to view in person. 

I do not understand why more people will not take 

advantage of the opportunity to meet with their fel-

low modelers, just to spend some time, exchange 

ideas, ask questions, because there is certainly a lot 

to be gained. People are the best part of our hobby! 

As written earlier, I have never been to a Modelers 

Meet, but I can tell you that I will make every effort 

to attend as many as I can in the future. The camara-

derie is absolutely wonderful. Model railroaders are 

just about the nicest people on the planet. We all 

share a great passion for this hobby. 

If you have never been to a Modelers Meet before, I 

strongly encourage you to come. My only 

“complaint” about this meet was: you were not there. 

Your CID Board of Directors had a lengthy discus-

sion about how to get more of you involved at their 

meeting the day following the meet. They truly wish 

that they had the answer of why more people don't 

attend these wonderful meets. So do I. It was a lot of 

fun. 

Last note:  We received our new name tags for the 

CID.  These are very nicely done!  Please get yours 

at the next CID event. 

If you have any questions about the meet, please 

send me an email at: 

modelrailroadcustomdesigner@hotmail.com. I'll be 

glad to answer whatever I can. In brief, the meet is 

all about: camaraderie, fellowship, information ex-

change, support and a show and tell. Great stuff! 

Please come. Hope to see you at the next meet in 

2019. John Robert Coy...............John 

 Modelers Meet (Continued from page 8) 
 

Upcoming CID Clinics 

 
CID Noblesville Train Show – 1/27/19 

Layout Design – by Tom Cain  

Clinic will be on how to design your layout from the 

very beginning, considering space, operations and your 

personal dreams for the layout.   

Running Trains, DC DCC, Dead Rail/Battery – by Paul  

     Hanson 

Clinic will be on making your choice on using DC or 

new trends in electronics such as DCC or battery power 

packs. 

 

CID March Modelers Meet – 3/16/19   Advent Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, 11250 N. Michigan Rd., Zionsville, IN 

Scratchbuilding Tips and Techniques – by Doug Rolfe  

Scratchbuilding a 100’ x 100’ display including realistic 

pine tress and structures with both interior and exterior 

detail. 

 

CID Spring Train Show – 4/13/19 

Topic to Be Determine (TBD) – by John Coy  

 

Please visit the CID Webpage at CIDNMRA.org for continu-

ing updates and information on upcoming clinics.   NOTE: 

New topics ideas and presenters are always welcome.  Please 

contact Bill Schoonmaker at b.schoonmaker@comcast.net to 

contribute in sharing your knowledge and experience with oth-

ers of our great hobby.  

Jon Silverberg shows off his powered track cleaning car to the 

attendees at the October 2018 Modelers Meet.     

Photo by: Rich Seymour 

mailto:modelrailroadcustomdesigner@hotmail.com
mailto:b.schoonmaker@comcast.net
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The CID’s next Modelers Meet – the first one for 

2019 - will be held on Saturday, March 16, 2019.  

We’ll meet on the northwest side of Indianapolis at 

the Advent Evangelical Lutheran church, 11250 N. 

Michigan Rd., Zionsville, IN. 

 

Hours for the meet will be our regular 10A to 3P. 

 

The theme for the meet will be Scratchbuilding Tips 

and Techniques. 

 

The presentation for the meet – Scratchbuilding 

a 100’ X 100’ display including realistic pine trees 

and structures with both interior and exterior de-

tail – will be given by Doug Rolfe. 

Doug’s display, “Moose Creek Crossing”, was 

awarded first place at the CID’s 2018 Danville 100’ 

X 100’ Favorites Contest.  Come learn about the 

techniques Doug used to construct his display.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance at Modelers Meets is free to ALL 

NMRA members, but if you have a non-member 

modeler friend who would like to attend, bring him 

or her along.  Non-members are limited to one visit, 

though.  To attend future Modelers Meets, we do 

expect the modeler to join the NMRA.  Attendance 

at this free meet is a direct benefit of your member-

ship.  Attend, increase your modeling skillset, and 

get acquainted with other Central Indiana modelers. 

Bring a model with you that you’d like to share with 

others.  Remember, even though we have a theme, 

Upcoming CID Board Meetings 
 

Date:    February 10, 2019 
 

Location: Indianapolis Marion County Library 

                 Wayne Branch Library 

                 198 S. Girls School Road 

                 Indianapolis, IN 
 

Time:       1:30 PM 

 

Date:    April 28, 2019 
 

Location: Indianapolis Marion County Library 

                 Wayne Branch Library 

                 198 S. Girls School Road 

                 Indianapolis, IN 
 

Time:       1:30 PM 
 

CID members are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Board members can confirm location and date. 

Rusty Spike Vol. 49 No. 1 

© Copyright 2019 

Central Indiana Division, 

Midwest Region, N.M.R.A. 

the item you bring does not need to be specifically 

about the same subject.  It is okay to bring any mod-

eling item.  And it doesn’t need to be completed.  If 

there is an interesting technique that you’ve found 

works well for you, come to the meet, bring an ex-

ample with you, and share it with the rest of us.  

In the past, we’ve had many modelers wonder if 

they should attend, the answer to that is “Yes”.  Re-

gardless of the level of your skillset, come to the 

meet and we can almost guarantee you will learn 

some bit of information that will increase your mod-

eling skills.  Plus, we have a good time at the meet. 

  

You may bring your lunch with you or there are a 

couple restaurants near the church.  Some of us will 

be staying in the church during lunch, so, if you 

bring your lunch, you’ll have somebody to chat 

with.  And if you go out, those of us remaining in 

the church will keep an eye on your models, so they 

will be safe.  We’d like to see you there.  Let’s start 

the 2019 Modelers Meets with a roomful of at-

tendees.  

 

Steve Studley 

sastudley@comcast.net  
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Train Central 
In business since 1976 

 
Large selection of: 

Z, N, HO, O Scale & Lionel Model Railroad Supplies; 

Model & Prototype Railroad Books; 

Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends; 

Die Cast Race Cars; 

Free Flight Model Airplanes. 

 
Phone: (317) 375-0832  

Fax: (317) 375-1278 

 

6742 E. Washington St. 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46219 

 
All Year Monday-Saturday 10:30 AM to 6:00 PM 

November-January Sunday 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

Address Service Requested 

8265 Center Run Drive 


