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A Louisville & Nashville freight crosses the bridge over the Laurel River before entering a tunnel on Bob
Talbot’s layout. His railroad was one of the stops featured on the Bloomington Layout Tour in September.
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Rusty Spike Closing Dates

Volume 53 Issue #1 - December 4, 2022
Volume 53 Issue #2 - March 5, 2023
Volume 53 Issue #3 - June 4, 2023
Volume 53 Issue #4 - September 3, 2023

Dates are tentative and subject to change.

Attention — All notices of club open houses, or other
shows & meets will be included in the Extra Board only
if the official request form is used. This form may be
printed off the CID website at:
http://www.cidnmra.org/rusty-spike-back-issues and click
on Extra Board Request Sheet.

Fill out the form and send to the address listed on the
form. Upcoming deadlines for each Rusty Spike are listed
in the Spike or may be obtained from Keith Clark (see pg.
3). Events not sent on the request form cannot be included.
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THE BANKS
STATEMENT

By the time you read this I am hoping the air has cooled a
bit, and fall feels like it has arrived. I love fall. It is easily
my favorite season of the year. I also love winter with all
the snow it can muster but my wife assures me that is just
a sign that [ am just not right. In any case fall means the
traditional return to more time at the workbench building
the layout or for those with a finished layout, more time
running trains. We finished up our kick off event for the
modeling season, the Franklin Train Show, even though
it felt quite summer like. I won’t steal Mike’s thunder on
attendance or other stats but I will say it was a well-
attended two day show and we had a lot of fun! If you
missed it, you have an opportunity to catch upcoming
CID events. Make sure you are checking the CID website
for upcoming events.

In addition to fall sports, apples, chilly weather, and other
great aspects of fall don’t forget to look around you for
great modeling materials that only come along this time
of year. Sedums, also called Live Forevers, produce a
bloom structure that when dried can be made into trees.
You can drill the stalk and insert more branch structures
in them to eliminate the ‘all at the top’ canopy and make
better hardwood tree models. Broken pieces of Super
Trees can really fill in empty spaces. Flocking over the
top and you are done. It is time consuming, but it makes
nice front of the layout tree.

1:1 trees also produce great ground cover material in the
form of wonderful fall leaves. Before raking and dispos-
ing, or mulching them, pick out a few nicely colored
specimens. Let them dry out and then send them for a
spin in a cheap coffee grinder and you get free and very
prototypical looking scatter material. If you want a bit
more of a yellow for aspens, you can always use corn
husks. Eventually the leaves fade to mostly browns.
Some red remains but mostly it is brown. I plan to try
using some alcohol inks to try and add some color back
this year. [ will let you know how that works out

I know a lot of people worry about using organic materi-
als, or dirt, and the bugs they might bring. I have stored
leaves for years now in a basement that has PLENTY of
creepy crawlies and I have never found them living in
and of my ground leaves. I did once put freshly dug dirt
on a diorama. Once the soapy water and glue started rain-
ing down EVERYTHING living quickly left, including
the small earthworm I had missed seeing. He was not at
all amused and after a quick batch he was back in the

yard where he belonged.

I love fall. There are so many things I look forward to in
this season! Cider, apples, football, model railroading and
especially seeing all of you at modeler’s meets, train
shows, and Track Talks.

Daniel Banks/Superintendent CID

Kitbash a Two-Story
Kansas Farm House

This model is a typical Kansas two-story farm house to
go on the layout that [ am building with my dad. I decid-
ed to use one front wall, one back wall and 2 side walls
from two of the lean-to kits for each end of the house. |
cut off the triangle top of the front and back walls and
glued the lean to walls in between the front wall and the
triangle top piece. I repeated this with the back wall. The
sides were cut from Evergreen styrene 2080 V groove.
The windows are from a Tichy Door and Window assort-
ment which matched the style of the Grant Line win-
dows. After marking the locations of the windows, I cut
them out using an Exacto knife and a straight edge, filing
the openings until the windows fit. I then glued the wall
sections together without the windows. An addition was
added to the side with the remaining lean-to wall and |
added a smaller addition to the back of the house with
some parts from the outhouse. I added some styrene
sticks as braces inside just below the roof line and one at
the top of the building running the length of the building
to support the roof.

I then primed the building with white spray paint. After
the paint had dried I painted the building with Rust-
Oleum Camouflage Green paint. The windows and doors
were painted with white spray paint. After all the parts
were dry, | added the windows and doors to the building.
Then I glued in the glass using the clear styrene in the kit
and Micro scale Crystal Klear to adhere it to the win-
dows. One of the large windows on the side of the house

(Continued on page 10)



Central Indiana Division

of the
National Model Railroad Association

Presents the

Danville Train Show
Saturday - November 19, 2022

Admission L _—n )
$3.00 per person '
$5.00 per family

Hendricks County Fair Grounds

ON OLD US 36 (E. MAIN ST.) — 12 MILES WEST OF 1-465, CORNER OF
E. MAIN ST. & COUNTY ROAD 200 E, DANVILLE, IN (across from post office)

10 AM to 3 PM

Show Features

Map to Hendricks County

e Operating Layouts * O & S Scale Room 4-H & Convention Center
e Dealer Tables e Model Judging 1900 E. Main St., Danville, Indiana 46122-0007
* Modeling Demos ¢ Door Prizes
* Food * Free Parking Bt 8 - i
SR.39 Eﬁ}sﬁﬁyl Brownsburg
0’ (& Main'sty Green St. g
« Popular Vote Contest ° O Y = e T T
Favorite 100x100 Scale Feet Danvitle | Ko s on T
Tell Me a Story” HendrikeCouny L1 -
Model registration: 10am to 11am e e Plainfield =
Voting open: 11am to 1:30pm Exit 66
Winners announced: 1:30pm SR.39 SR267
All in attendance are asked to be sure and stop by the con- o IN
test table and vote for your favorite 100°x100’ scale display. a0 Map not to scale

Expo Halls Vendor Tables $16.00 each [8’]; ($12 ea. [6’] O 2-rail & S scale room only)
Setup Fri. 3-6 pm; Sat. 7—10:00 am
Vendor table rental forms at http://www.cidnmra.org

See the CID NMRA website for more information:
http://www.cidnmra.org



Upcoming Events

— Division Schedule -

Fall Modeler’s Meet — October 8, 2022 — Indianapolis, IN
Irvington Presbyterian Church, 55 Johnson Ave, Indianapolis, IN

ab

10am to 3pm. The featured presentation will be by Bob Perry as he describes scratch-building an HO

Scale Transfer Table.
Also, bring your current projects to share with other modelers.
For more information:

Danville Meet - November 19, 2022 - Danville, IN
Hendricks County Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main St., Danville, IN

Dealer Show & Meet — 10am to 3pm Admission: $3:00 per Adult / $5.00 per Family
Operating layouts, vendors, door prizes, contests, food and free parking
Dealer Tables - $16.00 for 8’ table - request form available at www.cidnmra.org

For more information or tables: John Poray at (317) 627-1660 or johnporay@gmail.com

Lebanon Train Show - January 29, 2023. Lebanon, IN
Boone County 4-H Fairgrounds, 1300 E. 100 S., Lebanon, IN

Dealer Show & Meet — 10am to 3pm Admission: $3:00 per Adult / $5.00 per Family Operating lay-

outs, vendors, door prizes, contests, food and free parking

Dealer Tables - $16.00 for 8’ table - request form available at cidnmra.org
For more information or tables: Jim Shellhaas at (317) 750-4834 or jshellha@butler.edu

— Extra Board —

Great Train Show- February 12-13, 2023 — Indianapolis, IN
Indiana State Fair Grounds

Purchase tickets on-line and get $1.00 off with coupon code W11
On site admission is cash only
10am-4pm Saturday and Sunday

For more information: http://www.trainshow.com

Admission-Adults: $11.00 Saturday (2day) - $10.00 Sunday - Kids under 11: FREE

If you are wondering about upcoming train shows and events in Indiana, Ohio and Michigan? Go to the CID
home page under Train Shows / Master Listing to find a listing of many events that might be of interest. It has
new, regular and cancelled events to help you make plans. This list also includes NMRA events. Updated lists

will be posted as received or you can also go to train_show_list.pdf (Imrc.org)

A
G

Could you help make the Rusty
Spike serve our readers in a special
way? Your editor is wanting articles
for publication in the newsletter.
Have you discovered an new tech-
nique that may be of interest to the
readers. How about sharing tips on

wiring, scenery, scratch building, or electrical installation. If
you think that people would enjoy reading and learning about
your ideas, then please send them to the Rusty Spike editor.
His information can be found on page 3 of this issue. Re-
member that none of us knows everything about model rail-
roading, so don’t be afraid to send in something. Thanks.


http://lmrc.org/interchange/train_show_list.pdf

John’s Junction

As promised in your last Rusty Spike, here is the
first installment in a series of articles involving the
Achievement Program (AP).

Your CID board is following a NMRA directive:
“Whenever possible, Division events should include
a short reminder about the AP and perhaps review
the requirements for a particular certificate.” This
isn't an “event”, but it certainly is an ideal means in
which to promote and share information about the
AP.

The first thing to be aware of in the AP is you need
to earn seven of the eleven certificates to earn your
MMR®.

However, there is something very important to be
aware of! The eleven certificates are divided into
four categories. Here is the breakdown:

A. Railroad Equipment:
Master Builder - Motive Power
Master Builder - Cars

B. Railroad Setting:

Master Builder - Structures
Master Builder - Scenery

Master Builder - Prototype Models

C. Railroad Construction & Operation:
Model Railroad Engineer - Civil

Model Railroad Engineer - Electrical
Chief Dispatcher

D. Service to the Hobby & NMRA Member:
Association Official

Association Volunteer

Model Railroad Author

To earn a MMR®, a person must earn at least one
(1) certificate from each of these four sections:
Railroad Equipment, Railroad Setting, Railroad
Construction & Operation, and Service to the
Hobby.

Theoretically, it is possible for a person to earn nine
(9) certificates yet still NOT be eligible for a
MMR® certification.

Therefore, it is good to be aware of that stipulation
prior to charting your course.

Carefully scrutinize the four areas and eleven certifi-
cates. Plan for which one (1) certificate you will
earn in each of the four areas. Then once you have
established that, you are free to pick whichever other

three (or more) certificates you want to earn regard-
less of area.

You will discover that some certificates will appear
like a walk in the park to you, while others may
seem very daunting. Others may fall somewhere
between those two points.

Do not lose sight of the purpose of the AP which is
to learn and develop your modeling skills; and also,
to enjoy what you are doing. Remember this is
NOT a contest. It is a skill-building and learning
excursion. It is as much about the journey as it is
the destination.

A great benefit to participating in the AP is that it
develops and expands your skills and may be used
to improve your own layout or railroad projects.

Lastly, I want to include a brief discussion about the
“Golden Spike Award” that is part of the AP.

The first thing to know and understand is that the
“Golden Spike Award” does NOT count as an AP
Certificate.

It is an “award” within the AP.

The purpose of the “Golden Spike Award” is a
means toward enticing modelers to participate in the
AP. The “Golden Spike Award” is by far the easi-
est award to earn in the AP. The requirements are
far less stringent than any AP Certificate.

HOWEVER, and once again, the “Golden Spike
Award” does NOT count as one of the seven re-
quired certificates toward an MMR®.

It is a good way to get your feet wet in the AP, by
reading the requirements for it and working toward
the award.

That same kind of process is used for each certifi-
cate.

Please take the time to search on-line for detailed
information about the “Golden Spike Award” on the
official NMRA.ORG page.

I'm confident that a HUGE number of you have al-
ready met (or greatly exceeded) the requirements
for the “Golden Spike Award” but have not submit-
ted the paperwork.

I challenge all of you to earn this award who haven't
already.

Good luck! And look for the next edition of John's
Junction which will include more AP discussion.


https://www.nmra.org/motive-power
https://www.nmra.org/cars
https://www.nmra.org/structures
https://www.nmra.org/scenery
https://www.nmra.org/prototype-models
https://www.nmra.org/civil
https://www.nmra.org/electrical
https://www.nmra.org/dispatcher
https://www.nmra.org/official
https://www.nmra.org/volunteer
https://www.nmra.org/author

Frank Hughes, MMR 29

By Tom Cain

I was such a lucky fellow to have known Frank
Hughes. We first met in the Broad Ripple Sertoma
Organization where we both were members. Along
the way I learned that he enjoyed model railroading.
I invited him to see my train layout and he invited
me to see his layout. When I moved to a new home
and started to build my new layout, he said he would
be glad to help in the construction. I already had a
couple of other serious Santa Fe modelers and as a
group we started construction on my new layout.
Frank’s home layout, the Mehoopany, Tunkhannock
& Shickshinny RR represented the features of east-
ern Pennsylvania and Appalachian area with rolling
hills, valleys and tunnels. My layout, the Eastern
Illinois Santa Fe was as flat as any place in Eastern
Ilinois. Frank was disappointed that there would be
not tunnels on my layout, but he was happy to add
trees and more trees.

In the first stages of the layout construction, it was
all about carpentry with building benchwork and
decking. But after the building of about 45 feet of
benchwork, Frank said he would like to start work-
ing on the scenery. My other two friends and I kept
building benchwork and Frank began spinning his
magic with scenery and trees. The layout is still not
completely finished, but it has trees, lots of trees.
All told there has to be more than a thousand trees
across the layout. He eventually taught me his tree
building process and I’ve now added trees of my
own. They are not as good as his, but I’'m still work-
ing at getting better at it.

Frank did more than just trees, he did structures. For
a slightly urban area of the layout, I had a service
station and house from my previous layout. I asked
if he could build a couple more houses similar to the
one I had from the other layout. A week later he
brought two new scratch-built houses to add to the
scene. He did the lawn, trees, and scenery for all
three houses and put a “For Sale” sign in the lawn of
my original house. It was such a funny way to man-
age the scene and we all loved it. I purchased a
small laser kit house and said I had a location for this
house along with some other similar houses. He
came back a couple weeks later with that model and
six more similar houses for this small community.
He also modeled a grain elevator from a kit and
scratch-built the scale house from a photo of the real
scale house from the location being modeled.

When we started running trains and having Opera-
tion Sessions, the idea of having specific assign-
ments and jobs for trains was a new concept for
Frank. He enjoyed this new aspect of model rail-
roading but in his last years at my layout, he was
happy to sit in the room, listen to our talk about
trains and enjoy overhearing people make positive
comments about the scenery. I often caught him just
sitting there with this playful happy smile on his
face.

Frank played some important roles in local and na-
tional offices of the NMRA. He was the President of
the Midwest Region in 1969. He earned his MMR
in February of 1970 and at that time he was the 29™
person to earn that level of modeling. He became
the Executive Vice President of the NMRA in Sep-
tember 1973 and was in that position until 1976.

But there was more to Frank than model railroading.
He loved his family and enjoyed time with them. He
was serious about his church life. He was a member
of the Masonic organization, and a member of the
Broad Ripple Sertoma Club where he volunteered in
fund raising activities for Riley Hospital and Noble
of Indiana where I worked. We already miss him,
but I will always know how fortunate I have been to
have had MMR #29 create so much scenery on my
layout.

Rusty Spike Vol 52 No. 4
© Copyright 2022
Central Indiana Division,
Midwest Region, N.M.R.A.




Summer Model Railroading

By Keith Clark

Most often, summers are for other things that get in the
way for us model railroaders to work on our hobby. We
have lawns to mow, summer honey do lists, and vaca-
tions to name a few. But being retired and camping 380
miles from home, I found time to continue working on
my railroad and would like to share some of what 1 did
while spending the summer in Michigan.

Deciding what to work on was no problem. I needed
structures to represent Kellogg’s, Post Cereals and Ral-
ston Purina. All of which are located in Battle Creek
Michigan, the “Cereal City”. Some of you may know
that I model the Grand Trunk Western from Port Huron
Michigan to Chicago Illinois. Battle Creek, where I
grew up, is basically halfway between those two cities
with a large sorting yard and is the main focus of my
railroad.

My first structure to work on was a
portion of Post Cereals. This was a
building that needed to be large but
selectively compressed to fit the area
set aside for it. To create it I decided
that I would have to do some kit
bashing. I needed two of the same
buildings that would represent a fac-
tory that looked somewhat similar to
what I was modeling. I looked to see
what I could purchase that would
work to fit the bill. I decided on
Walthers Cornerstone Red Wing
Milling Company kit #933-3026.
The kit is 8 wide, 11” long, and 10-
3/8” tall so the combining two of the
kits would make a long building
which was what I was looking for.

of the windows flat white. Glass for the windows
came in clear plastic so nothing needed to be
done with it. The rest of the parts I painted alu-
minum, gray, or black.

Assembly started with gluing the same two long
sides together. Since the end and long side was
made to butt together, the two side pieces needed
a little engineering. A little sanding to get a good
joint between the two side pieces and they were
ready to go together. I used some Evergreen plas-
tic strips to help solidify the joint between the
two pieces and had the completed side. It was
still a little weak so I added 3/8” strips length
wise on their narrow edge and that really
strengthened it. With both sides done it was easy
to put the four walls together. The only other

thing I need to do was make a new rood as I did
not want the fifth story on one end. Building the
rest of the structure was just a matter of follow-

With two kits in hand, I started to
contemplate what I needed to do to combine the kits.
Since length was the prime factor in the building I had
in mind they needed to be put together end to end. Lay-
ing out the side walls, I checked the fit and see how to
join the sides together. Things looked like with trim-
ming and reinforcement both vertically and horizontally
it would be pretty easy.

I decided that I would paint as many pieces as I could
prior to putting them together. Using a deep brown can
of Rust-Oleum spray paint, I painted the four long sides
and one each of the two different ends. I also painted all

ing the directions. The picture above shows the
structure as it is now. Some more work on details
and some weathering is still needed.

As a side note, I was sitting at the picnic table
one day working on the structure. Four ladies
were walking by, stopped, and ask me if they
could come and see what I was doing. I had a
great time explaining everything I was working
on and why. They were really impressed and I
was proud to be able to share my work with
them.



Mark the Date

CID Danville Train Show
Saturday, November 19

Special room added for O Scale 2-Rail and
S Scale Modelers!

The next Train Show presented by the Central Indiana
Division of the National Model Railroad Association will
be held at the Hendricks County Fairgrounds, 1900 E.
Main Street, in Danville, IN on Saturday, November 19.
Show hours are 10:00 am to 3:00 pm EST.

The Danville Train Show makes use of the 4-H and Con-
ference Center facility at the fairgrounds, using two large
spaces under one roof that total more than 26,000 square
feet. Vendors from Indiana and surrounding states will
have model railroad equipment available for purchase in
all the popular scales, modeling supplies as well as rail-
road historical items and memorabilia.

The Danville Train Show is a great event to take the en-
tire family. A variety of operating, modular railroad lay-
outs, displays and dioramas will be on hand that will in-
spire the modeler and fascinate those of any age. The
show also includes a popular vote contest, modeling
demonstrations, door prizes and a food concession. Park-
ing is free. Admission to the show is still just $3 per per-
son or $5 for a family.

This year, we’re adding a new feature. We’re adding an
additional 2,000 sq. foot room especially for O Scale 2
Rail and S Scale modelers. Tables can be used to display,
sell and exchange models and supplies. It’s in the same
building as our traditional two train show expo halls.
Your Danville Train Show admission gives you access to
all three expo halls, including the special O and S scale
display hall.

Modelers are invited to take part in the annual CID 100 x
100 Scale Square Feet Popular Vote Contest. This year
the theme is, “Tell Me a Story.” Build a rail scene that
tells a story and bring it to the show to enter. Your entry
must not exceed 100 scale square feet in the scale you
model (sorry, no 1:1 scale entries!).

Vendor tables (8’ x 30”) in the two traditional expo halls
are available for $16 each. Tables (6° x 24”) in the O
Scale 2-Rail and S Scale room are $12. To reserve tables
in the traditional train show hall, use the vendor table res-
ervation form at http://www.cidnmra.ore. Vendors inter-
ested in the O Scale 2-Rail/S Scale room are to use the
special O/S vendor form, also found at the http://
CIDNMRA.org website. Those wanting to display or
sell in the O Scale 2-Rail and S Scale room MUST only
show, sell or trade O Scale 2-Rail or S Scale models and
equipment.

For more information, contact CID Danville Train Show

10

manager, John Poray, at johnporay@gmail.com or 317
627-1660.

We hope to see you November 19th in Danville!

(Continued from page 4)

is partially open so I had to cut the styrene to accommo-
date it. The roof was made from four pieces of main roofs
from the kit with two of them cut to fit. A chimney from

the kit was added on top. The roof was sprayed with
Valsper grey primer. The chimney was brush painted with
Delta Creamcoat burnt sienna craft paint.

Once dry, the roof was weathered with Pan Pastel pastels —
black, dark umber, and a light grey using their small appli-
cators, followed with a large applicator to smooth out the
colors. The large applicator was also used to lightly brush
some light grey on the walls. I then made a base of blue
Styrofoam and painted it with brown craft paint. While the
paint was wet, [ covered it with Woodland Scenics earth
blend and green blend. Some Woodland Scenics fine light
grey ballast was sprinkled on for the sidewalks and some
Scenic Express ground foam was sprinkled around for
some heavier grass. I then lightly sprayed the base with
70% rubbing alcohol and used a small bottle to wet the
scenery down with thinned white glue. The house was then
pushed down into the base. Two scenic express super trees
and a large tree from an Accurail tree kit were planted
along with a vine running up the side of the house by the
side addition.
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"SERVING THE HOOSIER STATE"

WITH
COAL LUMBER PRODUCE
GRAIN MANUFACTURED GOODS
RUSS & TINA CURRY
MEMBER OF PORFOLK NORTHERN CORP

611@abcs.com

Naptown & White River Model Railroad Club
1115 McDougall Street, Indianapolis, IN 46203
Visitors always Welcome Monday nights 7 - 9 PM

Memberships available

For information contact:
(317) 643-0779

naptownmrr@gmail.com

Web address: www.naptownrr.org

Roger Hensley's

East Central
Indiana
HO Scale Railroad
[ NMRA Pike Registry |
602 E. 31st St. - Anderson, IN 46016
Ph. (765) 649-2367

ECI

Jack Simpson - Indianapolis, Indiana
jackshoosierline@aol.com

Hoosier Lines
Model Railrovad Clhab

r

Serving model railroaders

in
South-Central Indiana ‘

Bloomington

IMPERIAL VALLEY RAILROAD

Amenica's Food Basket
Frank J. Hermanek, MMR, Pres.

715 Three Mile Ridge Lawrenceburg, Indiana 47025
812-537-5156

he Relel, Route

Serving Meridian, Mississippi
with connections to the Meridian & Bigbee RR

Owner: Robert Sharp
Bloomington, Indiana

The Glacier Line
“Route of the Empire Builder”

John & Connie Coy - Avon, Indiana

modelrailroadcustomdesigner@hotmail.com

MIDWEST CENTRAL RAILROAD
A bridge route linking the east with the west

Steve Studley, owner
Bloomington, Indiana
Phone (812) 876-9726
studley@indiana.edu

Route of the Midwest Meteor
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Keith A. Clark

Superintendent

Bloomington, Indiana
Phone (812) 876-6799
gtwfan@bluemarble.net

In the 1970°s

The Flint, South Bend and Kalamazoo Subdivisions
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"Rusty Spike"
CENTRAL IND. DIVISION

4132 W. Briar Gate Dr.
Bloomington, IN 47404
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'TRAIN CENTRAL)

in business since 1976

Ad ISi
ve r tl s l n g Large selection of Model Railroad Supplies
Z.N.HO.O Scale &Lionel Trains
S Model and Prototype Railroad Books
pace .
% New Location
Available

1651 North Shadeland Ave.
Indianapolis

South East corner of

i h Shadeland Ave. and 17th St.
Contact Keith Clark North Shadeland Ave. and 17th

For Information
(See Page 3)

Telephone: 317-375-0832
Email: waynestrains@earthlink.net

‘Web: www.waynestrains.biz

Open Hours
Tuesday thru Saturday - 10:30am to 6:00pm
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