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On Aug 12, 2012, at 4:33 PM, Studley, Stephen 

A wrote: 

Ray, 
The Central Indiana Division Board of Directors 
met today.   One of the items of business we 
attended to was the decision as to whether we 
would enter a bid for the 2016 NMRA National 
to be held in Indianapolis. 
  
I'm pleased to say that the vote was positive to 
proceed with a bid.  
 
The CIDôs bid was then presented at the NMRA 
midyear Board of Directors meeting in Atlanta 
on Feb 9, 2013 and was accepted by the 
NMRA Board.  Thus began our journey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prior to the bid presentation, NMRA Meeting 
and Trade Show personnel had visited Indian-
apolis in January of 2013 to evaluate venues for 
the convention hotel and National Train Show.  
As you are aware, the final choices were The 
Westin Indianapolis to be the convention hotel 
and the National Train ShowÈ to be held in the 
Indiana Convention Center.  
After the venues were chosen, it became time 

to fill in the schedules for all the activities that 
occur during the convention week.  With the 
help of the staff at the local Convention and Vis-
itorsô Bureau, Visit Indy, we learned about at-
tractions in the Indy area.  This information be-
came ideas for the General Interest tours held 
during the convention.  Members of the CID 
host committee initiated searches for what end-
ed up being 8 prototype tours and rail excur-
sions, and 67 layouts for the attendees to visit.  
I expect you saw the large green buses that 
were prevalent in the drive in front of the hotel.  
There were 22 bus tours that left the hotel.  
These included layout tours, general interest 
tours, shuttles to the Ladies Luncheon and to 
the Saturday evening banquet, and an NMRA 
Directors tour.  There were also many self-
guided layout tour packets sold which allowed 
attendees to visit layouts on their own. 
 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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(...History Books - Continued from Page 1) 

It was busy inside the hotel, too. There were 
235 clinic slots scheduled along with 10 extra-
fare Modeling with the Masters extended-time 
workshops, and 25 scheduled Non-Rail activi-
ties.  To fit all this in required the use of 9 clinic 
rooms.  The Special Interest Groups (SIGs) ï
Layout Design (LDSIG), Operations (OPSIG), 
and Layout Command Control (LCC SIG) ï set 
their schedule for their activities for the week 
and the Operations Road Show group had their 
layout available for multiple 3-hour operating 
sessions.  The Contest/Celebration Room dis-
played models and photos.  Here you were able 
to see the work of many excellent modelers and 
photographers.  The Silent Auction and Compa-
ny Store rooms were both popular places to vis-
it.  Throughout the convention area, you may 
have noticed folks wearing red t-shirts with the 
Highball to Indy logo.  These were volunteers 
who were either from the local area or were 
convention attendees.  Regardless, these folks 
gave up some of their convention time to help 
us run the convention.  Thanks. 
 

On Friday, the hotel calmed down a little when 
the convention attendees visited the National 
Train ShowÈ in the Indiana Convention Center, 
which was directly across the street from the 
Westin.  The 164,100 sq. ft. of trains as modu-
lar layouts, booths for vendors and manufactur-
ers showed the attendees and visitors some of 
what is available to model railroaders.  And 
food ï food was available, too.  It was fun to sit 

around the tables while eating lunch and being 
able to visit with other model railroaders. 
 

All good things must come to an end, and Sat-
urday eveningôs NMRA Awards Banquet was 
the final event of the convention.  The banquet 
was held in the Illinois Street Ballroom of the 
historic Union Station, Crowne Plaza Hotel. Just 
over 200 attended the event.  Once again we 
were able to socialize with others and enjoy a 
nice dinner.  Food and friends ï fantastic.  
NMRA President Charlie Getz recognized those 
who received awards and then Mr. Shane Wil-
son, our banquet speaker, represented the 
managing crew from ScaleTrains.com with an 
inspiring story of just what it has taken to begin 
a model railroad business.   After Shaneôs talk, 
Gilbert Thomas from the Orlando host commit-
tee invited us to visit next yearôs convention in 
Orlando, FL.  The Orlando crew then showed a 
video noting what will be available for us to do 
while attending NMRA 2017 Orlando, The Or-
ange Blossom Special.  The evening ended 
about 9:30P. 
 

At that time the 46-1/2 months of preparation 
and the week of actually managing the conven-
tion activities came to a close.  All this was 
made possible by a host committee of dedicat-
ed CID members who spent innumerable hours 
collecting info, arranging events, rearranging 
events, finding replacements for people who 
were unable to attend the convention, and then 
actually working during the convention.  These 
were the folks you were continuously seeing in 
the ñCheezitò yellow Highball to Indy 2016 
shirts.  As mentioned before, the folks who vol-
unteered their time are also greatly appreciated.  
It takes a lot of people to do all that needs to be 
done.  Thanks go to all the clinicians who pre-
sented during the convention.  Clinics and lay-
out tours are two of the mainstays of our con-
ventions.  It wouldnôt happen without you.  All of 
us were pleased to be able to share Central In-
diana modeling with the nearly 1100 convention 
registrants.  We thank you for attending. 
 

See you at future conventions. 
 

Steve Studley  
Convention Chairman 

Conventioneers board one of the tour busses heading out on 
one of the many layout tours.                     Photo: Rich Seymour 
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                                                         Keith Clark 
                                          CID Superintendent 
 
 

     Well     it    appears 
                                            that   it  was  a  win- 
                                            ner  and  the                                               
thanks goes primarily to Steve Studley and Tom 
Cain who worked to put the 2016 NMRA Na-
tional convention together here in Indianapolis.  
Yes we did it and from what I have heard it was 
one of the smoothest running conventions in 
years. Months, no make that years of prepara-
tion made for nearly non-existent complaints 
and NMRA executives spreading praise to the 
convention board for the way the convention 
came off. The membership of the CID should 
be proud to be a part of group who worked so 
diligently to take on such a huge project and 
provide such a great event for the model rail-
roaders of, yes, the world. 
 
I am glad however that it is over as getting up 
and preparing clinic rooms at 7:00am and not 
getting back to my hotel room until after 
10:00pm took its toll during that week. Though 
my two main jobs were to deal with door prize 
drawings and the writing of checks for the silent 
auction, there was plenty of other tasks which 
needed taken care of on a spur of the moment 
basis. I now that I was not the only one doing 
these little jobs and I donôt mean to make it 
sound like I should be getting all the credit here. 
There were many people involved in this con-
vention to make it come off as successfully as it 
did and they all deserve much more credit for 
their time and effort than I can give them here. 
Thanks folks! 
 
To change the subject.  I have been working on 
an idea and have been running it by the CID 
board now for several meetings. I would like to 
try and get more CID members involved in a 
project that would help develop modeling skills, 
build some comradery and provide opportunity 
for some members to have an opportunity to 
operate trains from time to time even if they 
donôt have a layout. I have tried to keep in mind 

the problem of portability in the endeavor and 
have explored the possibility of N Scale T-trak, 
HO T-trak and that with the boards agreement 
to what is called Free-mo in HO Scale. I am de-
veloping more direction for this idea to go and 
need to make some contacts but I would hope 
to see CID members embrace this as a fun and 
educational offering within the CID. Look for 
more information on this topic in the next Rusty 
Spike as I hope to share more thoughts about 
what and how I perceive this idea to progress 
starting with the Danville Train Show. 

The NMRA National Convention 2016 
ñConvention Carò is a Tangent Scale Models 
PS4000 covered hopper decorated for Monon. 
This group of prototype cars was delivered to 
Monon in October 1963 for soybean and corn 
service. All the cars, 49 of them, were assigned 
to the Ralston Purina Plant in Lafayette, Indi-
ana. The Tangent model accurately depicts 
these distinctive prototypes that were so com-
monly found across midwestern rails in the 
1960s-1980s, serving customers on Monon and 
predecessors L&N and CSXT. The Tangent 
model is available in your choice of 2 road num-
bers, 44003 and 44038. It includes a placard 
and decal set to glue to the car should you want 
to add NMRA 2016 Indianapolis Convention 
graphics to the side of the car. 

Each car sells for  $44.95. To order please 
specify road number(s) and include $8.95 for 
shipping. Send to: Convention Cars, c/o Keith 
Clark, 4132 W. Briar Gate Dr., Bloomington, IN 
47404 
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Central Indiana Division 
of the 

National Model Railroad Association 

Danville Train Show 

Saturday - November 19, 2016 

Hendricks County Fair Grounds 
ON OLD US 36 ï 4.9 MILES WEST OF AVON ï NORTH SIDE OF OLD US 36 AND 

COUNTY ROAD 200 E (across from post office) 
 

10 AM to 3 PM 

Check out our website at http://cid.railfan.net/ 

Presents the 

The next train show will be at Noblesville in January 2017 

Å Operating Layouts Å Displays 

Å Dealer Tables  Å Model Judging  

Å 2 Clinics   Å Door Prizes 

Å Food    Å Free Parking 

 

Dealer Tables $16.00 each [8 foot] Setup from 7:00 AM to 10:00 AM 

Contact Keith Clark at (812) 876-6799 or gtwfan@bluemarble.net 

- Popular Vote Contest - 
Kit-bashed Structure 

& Favorite Train 

Show Features 

Admission  
$3.00 per person  

$5.00 per family  

I-465 

 Danville 

Map to Hendricks County 

4-H & Convention Center 

1900 E. Main St., Danville, Indiana 46122-0007 

U.S. 36 U.S. 36 

S.R. 39 

S.R. 39 

I-70 

U.S. 40 

Brownsburg 

Plainfield 

I-74 

Old U.S. 36 

S 200 E 
Avon 

N 

Hendricks County 4-H & 

Conference Center 

Hendricks 

Community 

Hospital 

County 

Jail 
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ï  Extra Board ï 

ï Division Schedule ï 

 

Fall Modeler's Meet - September 24, 2016  - Ellettsville, IN 

Ellettsville First United Methodist Church, 803 W. Temperance St., Ellettsville, IN 

10am-3pm NMRA members and all others interested. Admission Free 

Bring current modeling projects for show and tell.  

Theme will be scenery with clinic by Trevor Jones. 

For more information: Steve Studley at studley@indiana.edu 

 

 

Carmel Library Train Show ï October 15, 2016ï Carmel, IN 

         Operating Layouts & Circus Displays (No vendors)  

          10am to 3pmðAdmission is FREE  

 For more information: trevjn@sbcglobal.net  

 

 

Danville Train Meet ï November 19, 2016 ï Danville, IN 

            Hendricks County Fair Grounds, Danville, Indiana 

            Dealer Show & Meet ï 10am to 3pm  - Admission $3.00 per Person/$5.00 per Family 

Operating layouts, vendors, door prizes, contests, food and free parking 

Vendor tables 8ô @ $16.00 each. 

For more information: Keith Clark at (812) 876-6799 or gtwfan@bluemarble.net 

 

        The 48th O Scale National Convention - September 23-24 - Indianapolis, IN 
Wyndham Indianapolis West, West 2544 Executive Drive, Indianapolis, IN. 

Indianapolis O Scale Fall Meet held at the Wyndham Indianapolis Hotel on the west side 

of Indianapolis. Special hotel room rates. Large trading hall with 200 vender tables 

featuring model contest, clinics, layout tours and banquet Friday evening. 

 For more information: Jim Canter 317-438-5414 or oscaleindy@att.net 

            David Vaughn 301-529-9974  

 

 

Monon Railroad Historical Society Swap Meet  ╖  October 2, 2016  ╖  Hammond, IN 

Ramada Inn Hotel & Convention Center, 4141 S. Calumet Ave., Hammond, IN 

Swap Meet - all scales plus memorabilia and photo vendors. 

10am to 3pm - Admission $3.00 per Person/$5.00 per Family 

Vendor tables 6ô @ $16.00 each. 

For more information: Ron Simunic (812) 322-7306 or simunic22@att.net 

http://www.indyoscalenational.com/index.html
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(Top) Layout Design SIG room pro-
vided an opportunity for modelers to 
present designs for  critiquing.  
(Upper Right) One of the many out-
standing models that could be found 
in the contest room at the conven-
tion. (Right) Operation Road Show 
provided convention attendees the 
opportunity to run Time Table & 
Train Order operations on a beautiful 
model railroad.  

(Top) CiNtrak hosted many N scale groups and 

put together a modular layout that encompassed 

over 14 scale miles of mainline trackage at the 

National Train Show. (Right) Women sewed 

quilts for the Project Linus which helps provide 

love, a sense of security, warmth and comfort to 

children who are seriously ill, traumatized, or 

otherwise in need. 
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(Right) The Non-rail 
Womenôs Luncheon 
proved to be a fantas-
tic time for all with a 
great buffet. 

(Left) The NMRA 
booth at the National 
Train Show provided 
information about our 
organization and 
signed up over 80 
new members for our 
division. 

(Right) Tables loaded 
with items to be bid 
on for the silent auc-
tion. The CID did 
make a small amount 
of money from the 
auction when all was 
finished. 


