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First Modelers
Meet Goes Well

Our first Modelers Meet on October 8th went
well. Attendance was light but everyone who was
there engaged each other to learn and see what
each other brought along. John Munson brought
two gorgeous structure models that he had done
some kitbashing and scratchbuilding for his lay-
out. He also had some Virginia RR gondolas kit-
bashed from Athearn beginnings to correctly repre-
sent what the Virginia RR used. Doug Howard
brought some models and he also had his 2' by 4'
module that he has converted to Hawaiian narrow
gauge railroading complete with palm trees. Dick
McPherson of Muncie brought some of his detailed
Great Northern Brass Locomotives that he has
painted. Some of you may know that Dick has pro-
fessionally painted for others in the past. He also
had some older Globe and other older kits that he
has significantly upgraded to current model stan-
dards. | had some locomotives with me and
showed how I've been adding working ditchlights
to my Athearn Santa Fe GP60 RTR locomotives.

Steve Johnson did an excellent clinic on JMRI/
CATS computer operation and signalling for your
railroad layout. No doubt about it, computers and
their role with real trains and model trains is here
to stay. You can see the Power Point presentation
that he did at: http://www.icgrr.com/
CATS_Clinic_ MWRO7_files/frame.htm.

Steve Studley's clinic on using your cell phones
and computer interface was excellent, and | have
some new ideas on how | can use my new smart
phone with our hobby, and we learned how you
can railfan and plan your model railroad layout

from your computer. Just don't let your computer
time use model railroad time. That's all for
now, I'm going back to my layout!

Tom Cain, Past Superintendent

Noblesville Train Show
and Auction

Remember to put our Train Show on your calen-
dar for the end of January. This will be a busy
December and January with the Great Train Expo
and Worlds Greatest Hobby, but we also have our
Train Show scheduled for January 29". One of
the main drawing points to the Train Show is our
Annual Auction. If you have any trains, or train
related items that you no longer need, please
bring them and donate them to the CID. And,
please come to see if someone has brought the
one item that you need to get started on or finish
one of your train projects.

Tom Cain, Past Superintendent
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2012 Board of Directors
Election

Once again it’s election time. The Central Indiana
Division (CID) will elect seven positions on the
Board of Directors; Superintendent, Assistant Su-
perintendent, Paymaster, Chief Clerk and three
Trainmasters. The election will take place in early
-spring of 2012 with the results released at the
CID Spring Meet in Martinsville, April 14th. The
term (two years) for these newly elected positions
begins on May 15, 2012.

All positions are voting mem-
bers of the CID Board of Di-
rectors. The Board meets six
times a year. If you would
like to enter your name into
nomination, contact one of
the committee members
listed at the end of this arti-
cle. Similarly, if you have
questions about the responsi-
bilities of, or your eligibility for any of these posi-
tions, contact one of us. Our contact information
is available on page two of the Rusty Spike or on
the Meet the Board page of the CID website,
cid.railfan.net.

If you do enter your name, we will be contacting
you soon requesting a short biography that will be
sent out with the ballot. If you know someone
who you believe would be a good candidate for a
Board of Directors position, either contact them
and suggest they enter their name, or pass their
name along to a committee member.

2012 Nominations and Election Committee
Al Kohut, chair

Dan Goins

Brad Philbrick

RAILSPLITTER 2012

Mazch 8 - 11, 2012 - Springfield, Illinois

I“O{)ee:;tions
For those of you who participated in the recent Op-
erations Training event by operating on one layout
and are now "hooked" on operations, we thought
you'd want a "heads up" on an upcoming event you
just can't miss. On the weekend of March 30-April 1
CIRROPS (Central Indiana Railroad Operators), a
CID-sponsored group, will have its CIRROPS 2012
Operations Weekend . This Operations Weekend

is another way that the Division hopes to serve its
members.

The CIRROPS 2012 weekend will provide you an
opportunity to operate on four different layouts be-
tween Friday evening and Sunday morning—one on
Friday night, two on Saturday, and one on Sunday
morning. That is a total of four operating sessions,
or about 16 hours of running trains, in a 48 hour pe-
riod. Now you see why some say that CIRROPS is
"Ops ‘til you drop™!

The nine participating layouts are located in all parts
of the CID, from Lafayette in the north, to the Indian-
apolis area in the center, and in Bloomington to the
south. You can see the details of the nine partici-
pating layouts and learn more about the schedule of
events on the CIRROPS website at
www.cirrops.org . This website is being developed
and maintained by the CID members that participate
in CID’s CIRROPS Organizing Committee.

All participants sign up for four operating ses-
sions, so plan your time accordingly. Since this is a
weekend-long event, we cannot accommodate sin-
gle session registrations. Each participant selects
their four choices and the Organizing Committee
tries to insure that you get at least two of your
choices, but everyone is assured of having four lay-
outs to operate on. All operating sessions are set
up to accommodate operators with little or no ex-
perience as well as those with a lot. The whole
point of CIRROPS 2012 is to HAVE FUN running
trains and learn a bit more about railroad operations
while doing so.

So, how can you register for CIRROPS 2012?
First, go to www.cirrops.org and look at the partici-
pating layouts. Since registration will open in Feb-
ruary, use the box on the right-hand side of the

(Continued on Page 8)
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Participation

It's time. For those of you who don’t
model year-round, it is now definitely
railroad modeling season. The weather
has turned cold and, for the last several
days, rainy. Most outdoor chores
(exception: shoveling snow) are on hold
till things start growing again. We mod-
elers head to the workbench or layout to
while away our spare time working on
projects for our railroads. In an earlier
Interchange Track (Rusty Spike, Vol.
41, Issue 1), the subject was about get-
ting out and about with others. | con-
sider being able to share time with other
modelers to be a very important and
rewarding aspect of this hobby. It's a
great way to exchange knowledge be-
tween modelers. A case in point was
our first CID/CIRROPS Operations Edu-
cation Day held in October. Our aim
was to provide a low-stress atmosphere
in which one could learn about model railroad op-
erations. From the feedback we have received,
it appears we met our goal. Also, thanks to the
feedback, there are some changes that will be
made to make the day even more enjoyable and
educational while retaining the same low-stress
atmosphere and high veteran-operator/student-
operator ratio.

This year I'd like to talk about participation on a
more personal basis. While you are modeling,
consider what you can do to increase your per-
sonal participation in the hobby. How can you do
this? Instead of merely attending a CID meet
(with friends, see above) why don’t you bring a
model for display in a Favorite Model or Favorite
Train contest at the meet? The CID always has a
Favorite Train contest at our CID-sponsored
meets. While we also have a Favorite Model
contest, the subject varies from meet to meet.
Danville’s contest subject was Favorite Station.
The subject for the Noblesville Meet will be Fa-
vorite Loaded Flatcar and the subject for the Mar-

tinsville Meet will be Favorite Caboose. Voting is
done by popular vote. Attendees to the meet are
encouraged to have a look at the models on dis-
play and to vote for their favorite. The model with
the most votes wins (a certificate). There is only
a simple form to fill out to enter your model. The
form asks for information so we know who owns
the display.

The above example is a CID-sponsored program.
This example of personal participation is an
NMRA-sponsored program. Consider entering
the NMRA'’s Achievement Program (AP). Infor-
mation about the AP is available on the NMRA
website, NMRA.org, in the left frame under the
heading Education. Upon satisfactory completion
of this program, the modeler will have earned the
designation of Master Model Railroader (MMR).
The AP recognizes “a superior level of skill in
various aspects of our hobby. It covers not only
building various types of models, but also building
other things which are important to the hobby,
such as scenery, structures, track work, and wir-
ing. It also recognizes service to the hobby and
the NMRA, which are important as well.” (quoted
from the NMRA AP web page).

There is a lot more to the AP than the CID’s Fa-
vorites Contests, but it is doable. Expect to be
building super-detailed, and in some cases,
scratchbuilt models of rolling stock, structures,
and scenery, as well as showing the proper engi-
neering and/or operation of a layout. Some of
these models will need to be assessed to ensure
they meet AP standards. There is also the possi-
bility of earning certificates by serving the NMRA
or by publishing articles based on railroad sub-
jects. While | don’t want to scare anyone away,
please know there is more paperwork associated
with the AP than our Favorites Contests.

Another way to participate is to serve on the CID
Board of Directors or to volunteer to help at a CID
meet or other activity. Elected terms are for two
years. If this is of interest to you, see the article
regarding the upcoming CID Board election on
page 3 of this issue.

“Clear signal at Sycamore Hollow”

Steve Studley, Superintendent
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Noblesville Train Show

Sunday - January 29, 2012
1l - Annual Division Auction - !!

Location: 4-H Exhibition Center
Hamilton County 4-H Grounds
2003 Pleasant Street, Noblesville, IN

Time: 10 AM to 4 PM Auction - 2 PM to 4 PM
Admission: $5.00 per person.
Children 14 and under FREE with paying Adult

Dealer Tables - Operating Layouts - 2 Clinics - Contests - Door Prizes
Dealer Tables $10.00 each [6 foot] - Set Up 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM
Contact: Tom Cain at (317) 475-7834

Photo and Slide Judging
Model Judging & Displays

- Popular Vote Contests -
Favorite Loaded Flat Car

i Y : R
& Favorite Train —“.'[Ml'in—ftl':ﬁi

Old Certral Indiana

4-H + 37
E:xhibition
Center

auth St
(T
'|E'1]'EIE ‘einity Sorp, Bak Inc

Check out our website at http://cid.railfan.net/

The next CID show is at Martinsville, IN on April 14, 2012



Upcoming Events

Noblesville Meet and Auction — January 29, 2012 — Noblesville, IN
Hamilton County 4H Expo Center, 2003 Pleasant Street
Dealer Show & Meet — 10am to 4pm
CID Annual Auction — 2pm to 4pm - get those auction items ready!
For more information or tables: Tom Cain at (317) 475-7834

Martinsville Meet and CID Annual Meeting — April 14, 2011 — Martinsville, IN
National Guard Armory, 1900 Hospital Drive
Dealer Show & Meet — 10am to 4pm
CID Annual Meeting at 10:30am
For more information or tables: Trevor Jones at trevjin@comcast.net
or Dan Goins at santafedangoins@comcast.net

— Extra Board —

World’s Greatest Hobby Show — January 7 & 8, 2012 — Indianapolis, IN

Indiana State Fair Grounds Blue Ribbon Pavilion

Admission-Adults: $7.00, Kids under 12: FREE - Sat. 10am-6pm, Sun 10am-5pm
For more information: http://www.wghshow.com/

Train Show — March 17 & 18, 2012 — Cisco, IL
The Cisco Center, N Eldon Street, Cisco, IL (Adjoining Firehouse)
1-72 between Champaign and Decatur - Exit #156 Weldon/Cisco
Donation-Adults: $3.00, Kids under 12: FREE w/adult
All proceeds used to update 1874 depot in Cisco
Saturday - 9am-4pm and Sunday 9am-3pm
Vendor tables, operating layouts, door prizes, silent auction, food and drink available
For more information: http://www.ciscojunction.com or don@gcicsojunction.com

Rusty Spike Closing Dates

Volume 42 Issue #2 — February 19, 2012
Volume 42 Issue #3 — May 6, 2012
Volume 42 Issue #4 — July 8, 2012
Volume 42 Issue #5 — September 16, 2012
Volume 43 Issue #1 — December 9, 2012

Dates are tentative and subject to change.

Upcoming CID Board Meetings

Date: February 19, 2011 Attention — All notices of club open houses, or other
Location: Indianapolis Marion County Library shows & meets will be included in the Extra Board only
Wayne Branch Library if the official request form is used. This form may be
198 S. Girls School Road printed off the CID website at:
Indianapolis, IN http://cid.railfan.net/Extra_Board Request Sheet.pdf
. Fill out the form and send to the address listed on the
Time: 1:30 PM form. Upcoming deadlines for each Rusty Spike are listed
CID members are welcome and encouraged to attend. in the Spike or may be obtained from Keith Clark (see pg.

Board members can confirm location and date. 2). Events not sent on the request form cannot be included.
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Model Railroad Benchwork
Where Dreams become a reality

http://www.benchridge.com/
765-642-1804 E-Mail: the ridge@juno.com

Space for Rent
$7.50 per year
$14.00 for 2 years or $20.00 for 3
This could be your Pike Ad
! We can help with the design !
Contact: Keith Clark (See Page 2)

www.railroadbooks.biz

800-55-GRIND 800 554-7463
812-391-2664

chuck@ railroadbooks.biz
new..used..buy..sell

Chuck Macklin

PO Box 4 - Bloomington IN 47402-0003

the history of technology i

Larry E. Gilbert presents his ""N'" Scale R.R.

, Ph. (765) 779-4039
The

Line RR

Serving the length of INDIANA
From Chicago to Evansville through Emporia

TRAIN CITY INNOVATIONS

Where Bright Ideas become Innovative Products ™
Z,N, HO, 0,027, G, 1 Scale

®  Specialist in Model Trains Repairs of American & European brands
®  Train Lighting, DCC conversion, Model Railroad Electronics

. Custom built Modular, Shelf, Desktop and Coffee table Train Layouts

®  Signals and Automatic Signal Controllers, Scenery, Dioramas, Special effects

®  We also Buy & Sell used Model Trains, Collections and Hobby Store surplus

Sales: 317-849-5040 - Fax: 832-383-0363

Email: sales@traincityinnovations.com  Website: www.traincityinnovations.com

Naptown & White River Model Railroad Club
1115 McDougall Street Indianapolis, IN
Visitors always Welcome  Monday nights 7 - 9 PM
Memberships available

For Information contact:
Steven Handly, President

317-786-8627 http://www.naptownrr.org

History of the Evansville, Indianapolis
& Terre Haute Railroad
o A division of the NYC system
i CLOSE OUT SALE
$10.00 + $3.00 s/h
KL Reed
937 N Boston Ln
Republic MO 65738

Phone: 417-732-9566

NMEBEA ARRIVALS

Rusty Spike Vol. 42 No. 1
©Copyright 2012
Central Indiana Division,
Midwest Region, N.M.R.A.




More on Operations (Continued from Page 8)

screen to receive notices of all updates to the web-
site.

During the first week of February you will receive a
notice that registration is open. Sign up for your
four preferred layouts. Don’t worry about being
“late”; just try to register during the first two weeks
of February. About the middle of March you will re-
ceive notification about the four layouts you have
received.

If you are coming from the far reaches of the CID
and wish to be closer to the “center of the action”,
you might consider staying at the Comfort Inn and
Suites at the Pyramids, the official hotel accommo-
dations listed on the CIRROPS website. Partici-
pants receive a special rate simply by mentioning
that they are participating in CIRROPS 2012. Sin-
gle or double occupancy rooms have the same rate.
Staying at the Comfort Inn has other benefits be-
sides cutting down your driving time. On Saturday
night is the CIRROPS 2012 “Meet-and-Greet”,
where participants far and wide come to enjoy free
pizza and soft drinks and meet other operators from
many places outside Indiana. Participants from as
far away as California, Colorado, New York, or
South Carolina have attended past CIRROPS week-
ends. In fact one flew his own plane to attend.
Trust me, | know as | had to pick him up at the air-
port.

We aren't certain yet about the number of slots that
will be available. But, we do know there will be a
limited number of them, so, put CIRROPS 2012 on
your calendar and go to the CIRROPS web site
(CIRROPS.org) for more specific information. And,
lastly, sign up as soon as registration opens in Feb-
ruary.

Al Kohut, Asst Superintendent

PS Don't forget to vote in the upcoming CID elec-
tions.

Danville Favorite Contests
= Favorite Train =

Doug Rolf (Winner)
HO Logging Train

Trevor Jones
Flying Scotsman c¢.1955

= Favorite Station =

No Entries

Carmel Library Show Again
Draws Big Crow

Trevor Jones operates his Transylvania Railroad as kids look on. (Photo: Keith Clark)

This years Carmel Library Show drew approximately
750 people to see 8 operating layouts and the circus
modelers exhibits. This is more than we had at the
show last years and shows an importance for con-
tinuing to produce this event. The CID’s purpose for
having the show is to celebrate National Model Rail-
road Month and try to educate people, particularly
youngsters about the benefits of the hobby of Model
Railroading.

CID Back Shop

The Back Shop on a railroad is a shop where locomotives are repaired. The CID Back Shop is a place to get help with modeling problems or find
"fixes" for situations on your model railroad. This can be help with any area of the hobby from the very beginning to advanced situations.

The CID has lined up members with the experience to help solve your problem or problems. These CID members are willing to help ALL model-
ers, whether or not you are a member of the NMRA. We believe that we can help and be of service to you. If you can get your problems solved,
you can better enjoy the hobby of model railroading.

The Back Shop offers help in: planning your layout, construction ideas, wiring (both DC and DCC), building kits (both cars and buildings), various
scenery techniques, weathering techniques and operating your railroad in a prototypical way.

The Back Shop works in this way: Click on this link to e-mail the supervisor (or cut and paste it into your e-mail) cid_backshop@railfan.net and
the Back Shop supervisor will try to find a CID member with the experience you need. When a CID member is located, you will be contacted by
the Back Shop via e-mail. The two of you will work out the means of communication. This could be via e-mail or an in-person visit. The Back
Shop supervisor will check back with you to see how the help worked out.



mailto:cid_backshop@railfan.net
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"SERVING THE HOOSIER STATE"

WITH
COAL LUMBER PRODUCE
GRAIN MANUFACTURED GOODS
RUSS & TINA CURRY
MEMBER OF PORFOLK NORTHERN CORP.

611@abcs.com

Roger Hensley's

East Central
Indiana
HO Scale Railroad
NMRA Pike Registry |
602 E. 31st St - Anderson, IN 46016
Ph. (765) 649-2367

ECI

Buttercup Valley & Denver

Short Line
LOGGING

JIM & LUANA WILHITE

ANDERSON, IN.

CIRCLE

ISOSCLES
AND

LATERAL

RAILWAY
THEMEDIANMLINE coMPANY

THE _ tngun

RAILROAD taltl

"> * *® * *® * *

a BASEMENT EMPIRE
connecting with the C&O
Owner: TED LUCE Lafayette, Indiana

Santa Fe
all the way

The Illinois Division of
the Santa Fe Railway

Paul Brown, Superintendent

=

IMPERIAL VALLEY RAILROAD

Ameniea's Food Backet
Frank J. Hermanek, MMR, Pres.

715 Three Mile Ridge Lawrenceburg, Indiana 47025
812-537-5156

Hoosrer LINES
MovEL RAILROAD CLUF
” Larry Boswell Bob Case
‘ Keith Clark Bryan Lemonds
Bill Litkenhous Joe Mattick
Bill Schoonmaker Steve Studley
Bob Talbot

MIDWEST CENTRAL RAILROAD
A bridge route linking the east with the west

Steve Studley, owner
Bloomington, Indiana
Phone (812) 876-9726
studley@indiana.edu

Route of the Midwest Meteor

Keith A. Clark
Superintendent
Bloomington, Indiana

Phone (312) 876-6799
In the 1970’s gtwfan@bluemarble.net

The Flint, South Bend and Kalamazoo Subdivisions
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HobbyTown USA

8326 Castleton Corner Drive
Indianapolis, IN «(317) 845-4106

Mon-Fri 10-8 ¢ Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-5

 BIG N\

HOBBIES

~FOUR ~“

1005 E. Main Street, Plainfield, Indiana
[Across from PSI - 6 miles west of Airport on US 40]

Serving the needs of the Model Railroader
with a large selection of
N, HO, O TRAINS, DETAIL PARTS,
BOOKS, MAGAZINES, ACCESSORIES,
PAINT, DECALS, TOOLS, VIDEOS
AND HOBBY SUPPLIES

Featuring Friendly Customer Service
HOURS:

Monday - Friday 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

VISA, MASTERCARD, PERSONAL CHECK
For information call

317-837-1024
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