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Volume 53 ï Issue 2  April ï June 2023 

The newsletter of the Central Indiana Division of the  
Midwest Region, National Model Railroad Association 

The above model was one of the entries in the Monthly Modeling Contest 
at the Lebanon Train Show in January. The theme of the contest was ca-
boose modeling. This model was the entry of  Matt Hewitt and wowed  

attendees at the show. 
 

More photos from Lebanon show on pages 6, 8 and 9 
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Attention ï All notices of club open houses, or other 
shows & meets will be included in the Extra Board only 
if the official request form is used. This form may be 

printed off the CID website at:  
http://www.cidnmra.org/rusty-spike-back-issues and click 
on Extra Board Request Sheet. 
Fill out the form and send to the address listed on the 
form. Upcoming deadlines for each Rusty Spike are listed 
in the Spike or may be obtained from Keith Clark (see pg. 
3). Events not sent on the request form cannot be included. 

Features  
 

4 The Bank$ Statement 
This issues report from your CID 
Superintendent, Dan Banks 
 

4 Midwest Region Election  

    Report 
See who you elected to represent you. 
 

5 Franklin Train Show Flier 
 

6 Monthly Contest Winners 
See some of the great caboose models entered 
at Lebanon. 
 

7  Johnôs Junction 
Column by CID Assistant Superintendent, John 
Coy. (3rd in series) 
 

10 Spring Modelers Meet 
A wrap-up of a great opportunity to grow your 
modeling abilities. 
 

12 How To Increase the Life of  

      Your Super Glue 
A helpful article from the model railroad library 
of Gateway NMRA. 
 

The Usual  
 

2 In This Issue 
¶Index 

¶AP Certificate Recipients 

¶Back Shop Information 
 

3 Your CID Board Directory 
¶Contact information for your CID Board of  

          Directors 

¶Rusty Spike Closing Dates 
 

6 Upcoming Events 
What to look forward to, both from your CID and 
other model railroading opportunities 
 

11 Pike Ads 

The CID has members with the experience to 
help solve your modeling problems and are will-
ing to help ALL modelers, whether or not you are 
a member of the NMRA or not. We believe that 
we can help and be of service to you. If you can 
get your problem or problems solved, you can 
better enjoy the hobby of model railroading. 

 

Contact: cidnmra@comcast.net 

Need Some Help? 

AP Certificate Recipients 
 

The CID congratulates the following members of 
the division for being awarded AP Certificates. 

 
Master Builder 

Cars 
Connie Coy 
John Coy 

 

Master Builder 
Electrical 
Dave Mashino 

 

Master Builder  
Scenery 
Tom Cain 

     Dave Mashino 

http://www.cidnmra.org/rusty-spike-back-issues
mailto:cid_backshop@railfan.net
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The RUSTY SPIKE is the official publication of the Central 

Indiana Division, Midwest Region, National Model Railroad 

Association, and is published quarterly. It is located on the CID 

website at www.cidnmra.org/ Articles for publication are wel-

come for the benefit of the readers and the hobby but cannot be 

paid for. Articles should be approximately 800 words and no 

more than 4 photos. Submit articles for publication to the Editor; 

address changes or mailing problems to the Circulation Manag-

er; and advertising or advertising inquiries to the Publisher. 

Membership/Circulation Manager 
Michael Roderick 

126 Declaration Dr.ðGreenwood, IN 46143 
Phone (317) 833-3556ðmdrghost@hotmail.com 

 
Editor/Publisher 
Keith Clark 

4132 W. Briar Gate DriveðBloomington, IN 47404-5911 
Ph: 812-876-6799ðgtwfan@bluemarble.net 

 
Webmasters 
Thomas Cain 

6383 Dover RoadðIndianapolis, IN 46220-4551 

Phone: (317) 696-2818τatsf93@comcast.net 
 

Rich Seymour 
8504 W. Thorn Tree Rd - Muncie, IN 47304-8701 

Ph: 765-759-6856ðrseymour@bsu.edu 
 

 
CID web site http://cidnmra.org 

 

Rusty Spike Closing Dates 
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Volume 54 Issue #1 - December 3, 2023 
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I want to start with congratulating our two 
new Regional Directors at Large from the 
CID Dr. Robert Perry and Precilla Roderick. 
The CID continues to step up at the regional 
level providing leadership and service. 
Thank you both for running and I look for-
ward to working with you on the regional 
board. 
 

Spring has arrived! This winter has wrapped 
up, at least on the calendar, and we are head-
ed for more outdoor time! Soon the smell of 
grilling and yard work will fill the air, both 
things I am ready for! The CID was certainly 
busy this past winter. We had a great show at 
Lebanon, attended the Great Train Show as a 
booth, We had a modelerôs meet on March 
11th, and an in person Track Talk on March 
25th where we grabbed some lunch in An-
derson and then went to visit Matt Hewittôs 
Shadowtown Ridge North Railroad. We had 
plenty of contest entries over the winter with 
a caboose fest, no-rail vehicles, and non-rail 
served structures. April will be back to the 
rails with a Tank Car competition. All in all 
there was a lot going on, a lot of fun, and a 
lot of great fellowship.  
 
With the warmer weather it becomes easy for 
the layout to collect dust as our attention 
turns to the outdoors and the beautiful spring 
weather. The challenge is to keep progress 
going as you balance bench time with all of 
the other new activities. It becomes less chal-
lenging if you make a to-do list of things you 
want to accomplish. Break that list down into 
small chunks that you can get done in 15-30 
minutes and post it at your workbench. 

When you need a break from whatever other 
activity you are doing head over to the bench 
and knock out a list item and head back out. 
Donôt forget that while you are out and 
around to grab photos of interesting proto-
type scenery, buildings, etc. Itôs a great time 
of the year to snap photos of nature to serve 
as reference material for your scenery while 
enjoying some fresh air. While out exploring 
donôt forget to take some small containers 
with you. You never know what material you 
might find that is perfect for scenic base on 
the railroad. Spring yard cleanup can also 
yield a lot of scenic material.  
So get out there, enjoy the spring, catch 
some modeling time, enjoy a cool beverage 
and some grilling on a warm spring day, get 
some sunshine and have a great spring! 
 
Daniel Banks 
CID Superintendent 
Contest Manager 

Midwest Region  
 

Congratulations to the following for being 
elected to the Midwest Region board. 

Bob McGeeverðPresident 
 

Michael HirvelaðVice President 
 

Dr. Robert PerryðDirector-at-Large* 
Precilla RoderickðDirector-at-Large* 

 
* Indicates they are members of the CID 
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Central Indiana Division  
of  the  

 National Model Railroad Association  
presents the 2023  

Admission: $7 per Adult  
(Kids under 16 free with Adult)  

($5 with proof  of  NMRA membership with card)  
 

Johnson County Fairgrounds  
             250 Fairground St., Franklin, IN      Check in at Shooting Sports Building  

Show Features:  
Å Operating Layouts  Å Displays 
Å Dealer Tables  Å Clinics 
Å Manufacturers  Å Door Prizes 
Å Free Parking  Å Food 
 

 Î Popular Vote Contest Î 
 

Bring what you are working on  

Vendor Tables $22.00 each [8 foot] for both days  
Set -up from 7:00am to 10:00am for both days  

Table reservation form at: cidnmra.org  
For information contact  Michael Roderick at (317) 833 -3556 or franklintrainshow@hotmail.com  

Check out our website at http://www.cidnmra.org  

NOTE: The next CID train show is at Danville, IN on November 18, 2023  

Map not to scale 

FRANKLIN  TRAIN  SHOW 
 

Saturday, Aug. 5, 10am to 4pm   
Sunday, Aug. 6, 10am to 3pm  

 

¶ 4 Buildings filled with vendors  
 and portable layouts  
 

¶ 1 Building for clinics on both days  
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ï Division Schedule ï 

If you are wondering about upcoming train shows and events in Indiana, Ohio and Michigan? Go to the CID 
home page under Train Shows / Master Listing to find a listing of many events that might be of interest. It has 
new, regular and cancelled events to help you make plans. This list also includes NMRA events. Updated lists 

will be posted as received or you can also go to train_show_list.pdf (lmrc.org) 

Franklin Train Show - August 5 & 6, 2023  - Franklin, IN 
Johnson County  Fairgrounds, 250 Fairground St., Franklin, IN 
Dealer Show & Meet ï 10am to 4pm Saturday, 10am to 3pm Sunday  
Admission: $7:00  per Adult / Children under 16 free with Adult  
$5 for membership in NMRA with card 
Operating layouts, vendors, door prizes, contests, food and free parking  
Dealer Tables - $22.00 for 8ô table both days 
For more information or tables: Mike Roderick at (317) 833-3556 or franklintrainshow@hotmail.com 

 

Danville Meet - November 18, 2023 - Danville, IN 
Hendricks County  Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main St., Danville, IN 
Dealer Show & Meet ï 10am to 3pm Admission: $3:00  per Adult / $5.00 per Family  
Operating layouts, vendors, door prizes, contests, food and free parking 
Dealer Tables - $16.00 for 8ô table - request form available at www.cidnmra.org 
For more information or tables: John Poray at (317) 627-1660  or johnporay@gmail.com 

This Illinois Central 
caboose was modeled 
by John Morrison. As 
you can see by the 
photo on the bottom 
that his caboose is an 
accurate representation 
of the prototype. Nice 
job John. 

More Lebanon 
Photos 

All Lebanon photos taken 
by Rich Seymour 

http://lmrc.org/interchange/train_show_list.pdf
mailto:franklintrainshow@hotmail.com
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JOHN'S JUNCTION 
 

As promised in your last Rusty 
Spike, here is the second in-
stallment in a series of articles 
involving the Achievement 
Program (AP).  (AP Volunteer 
Certificate)   
 
Your CID board is following a 
NMRA directive: ñWhenever possible, Division 
events should include a short reminder about the 
AP and perhaps review the requirements for a par-
ticular certificate.ò  This isn't an ñeventò but it cer-
tainly is an ideal means in which to promote and 
share information about the AP. 
 
We are looking for a few good people!  Isn't that a 
routine topic that comes up in the NMRA?  After 
all, we are a Volunteer organization run by Volun-
teers. 
 
Our Central Indiana Division (CID) couldn't possi-
bly exist without the help, energy and assistance of 
volunteers!  How could we possibly put on all of 
our: train shows, Modeler's Meets, Track Talks, 
Layout Tours, and other events which have been 
going on for a multitude of years. 
 
I personally have witnessed countless many of you 
providing volunteer hours over the course of my 
tenure in the NMRA. 
 
Therefore, the first question that immediately 
springs to mind is why doesn't a huge host of our 
Membership already have their AP Volunteer Cer-
tificate? 
 
My first thought is that the individual Members 
have simply not taken the time to record/track their 
volunteer hours.  There is a form readily available 
for doing this under the Volunteer section on the 
AP site.  Please take advantage of it.  Print one to-
day! 
 
For those of you who currently don't have the desire 
to participate in the AP, who is to say that sometime 
down the tracks you won't change your mind?  Fur-
ther, even if you don't plan to earn a MMR, why not 
earn an AP Certificate since you are already doing 
what is required anyway? 
 
I have been known to ñtwist a few armsò here and 
there.  There have been a number of times a person 

has said to me that they aren't interested in the AP 
and don't track their accomplishments.  I on my own 
accord and on their behalf began tracking their ac-
complishments.  Sometime later they had a certifi-
cate (or two or é) and thanked me for getting them 
going. 
 
I didn't write that to blow my own horn; although it 
is required of AP participants to assist others in the 
AP.  I frequently assist and encourage others, but 
sometimes over-assertively urge. 
 
Remember, the AP is NOT a contest or means of dis-
playing superiority.  It is simply a means of improv-
ing one's own personal modeling skills.  I can share 
with you firsthand that I had never scratch-built an 
entire car from the ground up prior to this yearð
2022.  I have been in this hobby 50+ years.  I was 
intimidated, very unsure, etc.  I asked others, re-
searched all I could find and then did my best. 
 
I made it!  If I can, you certainly can.  I am a very 
average modeler at best.  We have the blessing and 
good fortune to have some highly exceptionally 
skilled modelers in the CID.  I encourage you to seek 
them out for counsel and advice.  They are more than 
glad to share their wealth of knowledge. 
 
I digress.  Back to Volunteer Hours and tracking 
them. 
 
Did you know that you may earn volunteer credit by 
serving as a voting member of a NMRA board, Na-
tional, Regional, Division? 
 
I'm not going to list the volunteer credits you can get 
for serving because it varies by level of Board, and 
position.  Please first read it for yourself as it is all on
-line under NMRA.ORG.    
 
Did you know that you may earn volunteer credit by 
serving as a Manager of an offical NMRA train 
show? 
 
Did you know that you may earn volunteer credit by 
serving as a Judge at a NMRA event? 
 
Did you know that you may earn volunteer credit by 
serving as a Chairman of an offical NMRA commit-
tee? 
 
Did you know that you may earn volunteer credit by 
opening your home layout for offical NMRA toursð
or assist an individual who has opened their home 
layout for an official NMRA event? 
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Did you know that you may earn volunteer credit by 
participating in modular layouts in conjunction with 
official NMRA events? 
 
Did you know that you may earn volunteer credit by 
conducting a live clinic at official NMRA events? 
 
If you are interested in knowing exactly how many 
credits you may earn first read the information on 
NMRA.ORG.  Secondly ask Tom Cain our AP 
Chair in the CID; or other Members of the AP Com-
mittee:  Phil Burnside, Dan Banks, Dan Hinel 
(MMR #700) or me.  Please consider getting your 
Volunteer Certificate! 
 
Good luck! And look for the next edition of John's 
Junction which will include more AP discussion. 

Above is a view of the main hall at Lebanon. Displays, contests, vendors, food and more 
made for as great show as modelers and families visit our train shows again. 
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More interesting entries of cabooses at Lebanon featured the 
above Nuclear Fuel Rail Escort Vehicle by Dan Hinel.  

Rick Ralston created an office out of this standard copula caboose 
by adding the room addition. Do you suppose that it has a model 

railroad in there?  
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Spring 2023 
 

By Dr. Robert Perry 
 

The Central Indiana Division (CID) of the NMRAď 
had our Spring Modeler's Meet at St. Stephen's Lu-
theran Church in Plainfield, Indiana, on March 11th, 
from 10 A.M. To 3 P.M. These events are a MAJOR 
benefit of Membership! It is also the best way ever 
to meet your fellow modelers. Our CID online 
ñTrackTalksò by Zoom are extremely fun and in-
formative, but nothing beats in-person learning.  It is 
a great way to see and learn new things going on in 
the model railroading world.  These are not ñshowsò 
for sales or for vendors, but are strictly for the enjoy-
ment of seeing what others are up to in their model-
ing efforts. 
 
The main presentation at this meet was an interactive 

Powerpointϯ overview and discussion on the NMRA 
Achievement Program (AP). The AP is another huge 
benefit of membership! The AP is fundamentally an 
educational program whose primary purpose is to 
improve modeling skills. The AP began 63 years ago 
in 1961. As of this writing, there have been 733+ 
Master Model Railroaders (MMRôs) receiving the 
honor. 
 
A very long time ago the CID had an MMR. Howev-
er, last year in February we ended our drought and, 
our then CID Superintendent Dan Hinel, earned the 
distinction of becoming our 1st MMR in many years. 
Roughly one year later, our Assistant Superintendent 
John Coy earned his MMR. 
 
There was a pleasant surprise for John at the Model-
er's Meet. Dan Hinel (MMR #700) had become ap-
pointed as the CID's AP Chair in the middle of 2022; 
after earning his MMR. At the Modeler's Meet, Dan 
presented John (MMR #730) with John's MMR 
Plaque. Dan hadn't told John that his plaque had ar-
rived. 
 
John had previously asked Dan to bring his own 
plaque to the Modeler's Meet so others could see an 
MMR plaque in person. (Not too many of us have 
personally known an MMR much less seen their 
award plaque.) The wooden plaques are quite im-
pressive and represent the culmination of a long pro-
cess of continued attempts to improve oneôs model-

ing and service to the hobby in various ways.  It 
turned out to be a 2-plaque day! 
 
There are many CID members who are involved in 
the AP program. Several of these Members have six 
AP certificates and are on the cusp of their own 
MMR Award.  As you may be aware, there are 11 
certificates possible, and one must earn at least seven 
certificates from within four different categories in 
order to receive the MMR awardénot an easy task.  
More information about the AP program can be 
found at: https://www.nmra.org/education/
achievement-program . 
 
There are also many CID Members who hold 4 or 5 
AP certificates. We like to think that the Modelerôs 
Meets may help to encourage their progression in the 
program as well.  In the next two years, it is very 
likely that the CID will experience a good jump in 
our MMR numbers! It demonstrates involvement, 
activity, and dedication when your Central Indiana 
Division has so many Members who are MMRs or 
hold multiple certificates.   
 
A unique aspect of this program is that it is not, in 
any way, a competition.  It is a learning program and 
one of its most important tenets is helping others to 
improve their modeling while promoting the hobby 
and the program itself.  Likewise, the Modelerôs 
Meets are not a time for ñshowing offò but instead 
for helping others via the introduction of new ideas. 
 
We, the Members of the CID, are fortunate to be in 
this Division as we are, without a doubt, one of the 
most active Divisions in the NMRA. Our Member-
ship has very respectable numbers and our Midwest 
Region President, Bob McGeever, has stated that he 
appreciates the CID's efforts in Membership recruit-
ing and retention.  Even the NMRA president Gordy 
Robinson from the United Kingdom had asked our 
division to help spearhead the trial and implementa-
tion of the online use of the Discordď server to help 
disseminate information and to exchange ideas.  We 
owe a debt of thanks to Dan Banks, our CID Super-
intendent, for all his efforts in this regard.  If you 
havenôt done so already, please be sure to create a 
log-in for your own access to the Discord server. 
 
Although participation in the AP program is not a 
prerequisite for giving a demonstration at a Model-
erôs Meet, you may find that the presenterôs are often 
holders of multiple AP awards and are very well 
versed in the topic that they present. 

https://www.nmra.org/education/achievement-program
https://www.nmra.org/education/achievement-program
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As stated earlier, the Modelerôs Meets are an oppor-
tunity to see what other modelers are working on.  
Prototypes, projects in the process, as well as com-
pleted models are displayed and presented by their 
owners.  Often, the CID monthly modeling contest is 
also held at the same time for voting on your favor-
ite model within the monthly theme such as locomo-
tives, rolling stock, structures, non-rail items, etc.  
Competition is sparking quite a few modelers to 
show off their latest and greatest work.  Itôs a great 
way to see what is on a personôs ñworkbenchò. 

Bouncing ideas around in the early design stages of a new 
mechanism (Engineering 101) 

 
We typically have one main presenter of a 30 minute 
clinic and then the modelers take turns describing 
their work.  At this latest meet we had a prototype 
mechanism presented by Mark Faust for a Kentucky 

Fried Chickenϯ revolving basket to go over a KFCϯ   
store on his layout, a discussion on O-Scale Turn-
outs and accessory equipment by Eric Peterson, a 
demonstration of fiber optic use for multiple appli-
cations by Newman Atkinson using Dwarvinď Fiber 
Optics, several examples of the fine 3-D design 
work and printing of Phil Burnside and a display of 
several impressive and enormous industrial cranes in 
HO Scale by ________________. 
 
Previous meets have had presentations on Arduino 
programming, electronic designs for control panels 
and yard control, various examples of structures and 
rolling stock models, how to produce ñsmokeò from 
model smokestacks, transfer table construction and 
control, etc.   
 
At some meets, small display or modular layouts 
may be present and demonstrated as well.  At this 
meet, the ñMini-Nookò layout by John and Connie 

Coy was there and showed how even a very simple 
layout could be used to attract kids into the hobby at 
shows or to inspire potential modelers that have lim-
ited time and space to get into the hobby with 
switching or shunting layouts like an Inglenook or 
Timesaver design. 
 
The meets are intended for members of the NMRA 
but we do encourage bringing spouses or a guest.  
After all, promoting the hobby should always be in 
the forefront of our thoughts.  At these meets we al-
ways have a scheduled speaker, multiple modelers 
describing their work as well as people that just want 
to observe and learn.  There is always something for 
everyone.  You do not need to bring something to 
present.   
 
The Modeler's Meet had a very good attendance at 
this latest event, but we would like to see those num-
bers grow even further! Several guests were in at-
tendance at this latest meet and are now planning on 
joining the NMRA.  Thatôs always great news! We 
are attempting to vary the venue to afford easier ac-
cess to members across our division. Inevitably, at-
tendees come away with something that inspires, ed-
ucates and/or improves their modeling.  The camara-
derie of in-person model railroading events in these 
ñpost-COVIDò days cannot be underestimated as 
well. 
 
Be sure to keep an eye out for announcements of up-
coming Modelerôs Meets, Layout Tours, TrackTalks 
(either by Zoom or now in-person), etc in the CIDôs 
Rusty Spike, the MWRôs Waybill, member emails 
and on the Discord Server. 
 
Donôt let this valuable resource pass you by.  We are 
always open to suggestions for improvement of the 
programs.  What can the CID leadership do to en-
courage you to attend?  

Photo of John Coy 
(MMR #730) and 
Dan Hinel (MMR 
#700) taken by Con-
nie Coy at the Plain-
field Modelerôs 
Meet 
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Cyanoacrylate glue, also known as CA glue or 
ñsuper glue,ò is great for model building as it works 
on a variety of materials, including many plastics, 
wood, metal, ceramic, paper, fabric, and rubber. It 
is an acrylic resin which rapidly sets by chemically 
changing (polymerizes) when exposed to water. 
The normal water vapor in the air is sufficient for 
cyanoacrylate to polymerize. Since there is even 
more water on your skin, it can glue your fingers 
even faster. 

Photo by Richard Schumacher 

Unopened bottles of cyanoacrylate have a shelf 
life of 12-15 months (so check dates and make 
sure you buy from fresh inventory). Since polymer-
ization is temperature-dependent, and storage be-
low the freezing point of water stops the process, 
the life of unopened bottles can be extended by 
storing them in a freezer. You need to allow frozen 
CA to warm to room temperature, and completely 
dry off any condensation, before opening. Never 
store opened bottles in the freezer, theyôll just go 
bad. 

CA can last about 6-12 months once opened, alt-
hough some opened versions last as little as one 
month. You can extend the life of your opened cy-
anoacrylate by storing it in a cool, completely dry 
place. You must keep the moisture in the air away 
from the cyanoacrylate. The easiest way I have 
found to do this is to store the opened CA bottles 
in a glass mason jar filled with silica gel desiccant 
packets. 

I got this pretty blue glass mason jar at my local 
Handyman Hardware store. Silica gel desiccant 
packets come with most electronic items, and new 

packets can be purchased from camera stores or 
on Amazon. These 5 gram Dry & Dry brand pack-
ets came from Amazon. You only need a few for 
each mason jar. 

A safety note: Cyanoacrylate monomer fumes can 
irritate your eyes, nose and throat. CA can immedi-
ately glue fingers together or eyelids shut. Always 
handle in a way that does not splash the liquid. 
Make sure to keep it out of the reach of small chil-
dren. 

5~µ ®~ 6|fªj]«j ®qj =roj 
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   About the Author 

 

 

Richard Schumacher is the GatewayNMRA.org web-
master and models the transition-era Saint Louis 
Southern in HO scale. He is the technology manager 
for the Workforce Solutions Group of St. Louis 
Community College. Learn more about Richard by 
following him: LinkedIn - Twitter - Email  

 
(This article was taken from the Gateway NMRA 
website. https://www.gatewaynmra.org/ ) 

http://workforcesolutions.stlcc.edu/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/rschumacher
http://twitter.com/techinitiatives
mailto:richard@gatewaynmra.org
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  Web address: www.naptownrr.org 

Jack Simpson - Indianapolis, Indiana 
jackshoosierline@aol.com 

ñJackôs Hoosier Lineò 

Keith A. Clark 
 Superintendent 

The Flint, South Bend and Kalamazoo Subdivisions  

Bloomington, Indiana 
Phone (812) 876-6799 
gtwfan@bluemarble.net In the 1970ôs  

Put Your Railroad Here 
 

Contact Keith Clark 
Information on Page 2 

mailto:naptownmrr@gmail.com
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Advertising  

Space 
Available  

 
 

Contact Keith Clark  
For Information  

(See Page 3)  

in business since 1976  
Large selection of Model Railroad Supplies  

Z,N,HO,O Scale &Lionel Trains  
Model and Prototype Railroad Books  

New Location  
1651 North Shadeland Ave.  

Indianapolis  

South East corner of  

North Shadeland Ave. and 17th St.  

Telephone: 317 -375 -0832  

Email: waynestrains@earthlink.net  

Web: www.waynestrains.biz  
 

Open Hours  

Tuesday thru Saturday - 10:30am to 6:00pm  
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