
1 

 

Volume 47 ï Number 3   May  ï  June   2017 

The newsletter of the Central Indiana Division of the  

Midwest Region, National Model Railroad Association 

Roger Hensley holds the award 

presented to him by the CID  at 

the Annual Meeting in Martins-

ville. Roger was our webmaster  

and responsible for maintaining 

the CIDôs website since its in-

ception. He did a fabulous job 

with new technology of the 

time. The board wanted to thank 

him for his tireless work and 

contribution by keeping our 

website current and informa-

tional. The award is a copy of 

one of Rogerôs home pages and 

was laser etched on Plexiglas 

and mounted on an oak base 

with his name and title. 
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Attention ï All notices of club open houses, or other 

shows & meets will be included in the Extra Board only if 

the official request form is used. This form may be printed 

off the CID website at:  
http://www.cidnmra.org/rusty-spike-back-issues and click 

on Extra Board Request Sheet 

Fill out the form and send to the address listed on the 

form. Upcoming deadlines for each Rusty Spike are listed 

in the Spike or may be obtained from Keith Clark (see pg. 

3). Events not sent on the request form cannot be included. 

 

Rusty Spike Closing Dates 
 

Volume 47 Issue #4 - June 11, 2017 

Volume 47 Issue #5 - September 3, 2017 

Volume 48 Issue #1 - December 3, 2017 
 

Dates are tentative and subject to change. 

Features  
5 Danville Train Meet 

7 What is RPM???? 

8 Indiana Free-mo 
The Indiana Free-mo group shows their 
modules at the Martinsville Train Meet. 

9 Upcoming Clinics 
A look at educational offerings from fellow 
model railroaders 

10 CID Modelers Meet 
A look at what you will learn and see at the  late 
spring modelers meet. 

10 2017 CID Election Results 
Who was elected to represent you on the CID 
Board. 

The Usual  
2 Rusty Spike Closing Dates 

2  Extra Board Information 

3 Your CID Board Directory 
Contact information for your CID Board of  
Directors 

4 Relay Box 
Thoughts from your Superintendent 

6 Upcoming Events 
What to look forward to both from your CID and 
other model railroad opportunities 

10 Board Meeting Schedule 
CID members are welcome to attend 

11 Pike Ads 

 

We have a 

new web site 

Effective January 1, 2017 
 

You can find us on the Web at  

www.cidnmra.org 

The new site is completed 
though you will see constant 
changes and current updat-
ing. We hope you will find the 
site easy to navigate and  
more informational. 

 

For information, questions or 
submissions to the site, send 
info to cidnmra@comcast.net 
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The RUSTY SPIKE is the official publication of the Central 

Indiana Division, Midwest Region, National Model Railroad 

Association, and is published at least five times a year just prior 

to meets. It is sent FREE to all N.M.R.A. members in the C.I.D. 

and non-members may subscribe for $6 per year. Articles for 

publication are welcome for the benefit of the readers and the 

hobby but cannot be paid for. Submit articles for publication to 

the Editor; address changes or mailing problems to the Circula-

tion Manager; and advertising or advertising inquiries to the 

Publisher. 

Circulation Manager 
Chuck Tuttle 

1708 Maywood Dr. - Lafayette, IN 47906 

Ph: 765-463-0531ðchuck.tuttle@outlook.com 

 

Editor/Publisher 

Keith Clark 

4132 W. Briar Gate Drive - Bloomington, IN 47404-5911 

Ph: 812-876-6799ðgtwfan@bluemarble.net 

 

Webmaster 
Rich Seymour 

8504 W Thorn Tree Rd- Muncie, IN 47304-8701 

Ph: 765-759-6856ðrseymour@bsu.edu 

 

CID web site http://cidnmra.org 

columbusarearailroadclub.com 

 

- Superintendent - 

 

Keith Clark 

4132 W. Briar Gate Dr. 

Bloomington, IN 47404-9511 

Phone: (812) 876-6799 

Internet: gtwfan@bluemarble.net 

Rusty Spike Editor/Publisher, 

Danville Meet Manager 

& PR Manager 
 

- Asst. Superintendent - 

   

Chuck Tuttle  

1708 Maywood Dr. 

West Lafayette, IN 47906-2261  

Phone: (765) 586-4806 

Internet: chuck.tuttle@outlook.com 

Membership/Circulation Manager 

 

- Paymaster - 

 

Joe Rodenberg 

9220 Golden Leaf Way 

Indianapolis, IN 46260-5070 

Phone: (317) 334-7833 

Internet: jhroden@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 
- Chief Clerk - 

 

Rich Seymour 

8504 W. Thorn Tree Rd. 

Muncie, IN 47304-8701 

Phone: (765) 759-6856 

Internet: rseymour@bsu.edu 

Historian & Webmaster 

 

-Trainmasters - 

 

Matt Ahlbrand - Columbus 

Phone: (812) 342-6477 

Internet: fmahlbrand@gmail.com 

GTS Co-Manager 

 

Al Askerberg - Columbus 

Phone: (812) 379-2697 

Internet: aiberg@comcast.net 

GTS Co-Manager 

 

Dan Hinel - Westfield 

Phone: (770) 229-5114 

Internet: danhinel@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trevor Jones - Bloomington 

Phone: (317) 625-7626  

Internet: trevjn@sbcglobal.net   

Portable Layouts & Martinsville 

Meet 

 

Doug Rolfe  

Phone: (812) 679-9223 

Internet: domarolfe@yahoo.com 

 

Jim Shellhaas - Zionsville 

Phone: (317) 750-4834  

Internet: jshellha@butler.edu  
Carmel Show Manager 
 

Bill Schoonmaker - Bedford 

Phone: (812) 275-2211 

Internet: 

b.schoonmaker@comcast.net 

 

Jon Silverberg - Sheridan 

Phone: (317) 769-4269 

Internet: jonfsilverberg@cs.com 

 

Jack Simpson- Indianapolis 

Phone: (317) 374-5444 

Internet:  

jackshoosierline@aol.com 

 

 

 

- Managers - 

 

Thomas Cain 

6383 Dover Road 

Indianapolis, IN 46220-4551 

Phone: (317) 696-2818  

Internet: atsf93@comcast.net 

Noblesville Meet Manager, Layout 

Tour Manager & CID AP Manag-

er 

 

 

-Past Superintendent - 

 

Steve Studley  

5115 N. Echo Bend 

Bloomington, IN 47404-9040 

Phone: (812) 876-9726 

Internet: studley@indiana.edu 

Midwest Region Vice-President 

CID Board Members 
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                                                         Keith Clark 
                                          CID Superintendent 
 
                              

                                            With this column I 

                                                  begin my last year as 

                                                  your Superintendent. 

I believe the Central Indiana Division has done very 

well over the past years but that is only because of 

the leadership of those on the board that you elect to 

serve on your behalf. I want to congratulate those 

whom you have just elected to serve as Trainmasters 

for the coming two years and the one stepping down. 

I know they will and have served you well. I would 

encourage any of you to step forward and lend a 

hand in guiding the CID in the future as your help is 

always needed and appreciated. I would like to re-

mind you that you are always welcome to attend 

board meetings and see what we do and we would 

eagerly welcome any input that you might have re-

garding our work. If you would like to have a vote, 

run for an elected position or talk to your superinten-

dent about an appointed one. 

 

With another Martinsville Meet under our belt I 

would like to thank Trevor Jones for all the work he 

does to put that together. While it is not the best lo-

cation for a meet it certainly affords us a huge 

amount of space. As you may all remember we lost 

the Martinsville National Guard Armory to toxic 

lead issues and as of yet it is unavailable to the pub-

lic for rental. We are looking for a better location 

and hope that next yearôs spring meet will find us in 

a place of better quality. We also held the CID An-

nual Meeting at the meet and it was fairly well at-

tended. The most notable thing that came out of the 

meeting was reflections on our hosting of the 2016 

NMRA National Convention and the income we 

made from the event. 

 

I would now like to say something about a passion 

that I started a little over a year ago and morphed, 

mutated, evolved or whatever since. That being what 

ultimately has become a joining of forces with the 

Indiana Free-mo group. When this venture started, 

my goal was to create something to get members of 

the CID involved in something that would bring 

more modelers together. I started with a concept of 

dioramas, then T-trak in N scale and then to HO 

scale, that eventually became Free-mo modules on 

the direction of the board. I have hoped that some of 

you may be interested in joining us and build a mod-

ule of your own to connect with ours. I am continu-

ing to work toward that goal. 

 

On page 8 of this issue I have devoted an entire page 

to the group and what they have accomplished so far. 

While we have a long way to go it is a great start. In 

the future I plan to offer work sessions for those who 

would like guidance in building a module with the 

inclusion of electrical, track and scenery work. The 

biggest problem that faces us is a location to do this. 

If you know any cheap to rent or even free location 

we could use to do this please get in touch with me. 

Any help in this area would be enormous (see pg.3).  

 

It is my hope to provide informational pages on the 

CID website on how to build modules so please be 

on the lookout for those in the near future. My inten-

tions are always good but sometimes get sidetracked, 

please pardon the pun, with all the other complica-

tions life puts in front of me. I have already cut the 

frame work, though, and intend to photograph and 

document step-by-step procedures for those interest-

ed in following the process.  

 

Last, mark your calendars for the Danville Meet 

coming up on November 18, 2017. It should be a 

sellout show as usual with layouts, vendors, clinics, 

food and the like. I hope to see you all there. 

The CID Annual Meeting was held at the Martinsville Meet. 

                         Photo by Rich Seymour 
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Central Indiana Division 
of the 

National Model Railroad Association 

Danville Train Show 

Saturday - November 18, 2017 

Hendricks County Fair Grounds 
ON OLD US 36 ï 4.9 MILES WEST OF AVON ï NORTH SIDE OF OLD US 36 AND 

COUNTY ROAD 200 E (across from post office) 
 

10 AM to 3 PM 

Check out our website at http://www.cidnmra.org 

Presents the 

The next train show will be at Noblesville on January 28, 2018 

Å Operating Layouts Å Displays 

Å Dealer Tables  Å Model Judging  

Å 2 Clinics   Å Door Prizes 

Å Food           Å Free Parking 

 

Dealer Tables $16.00 each [8 foot] Setup from 7:00 AM to 10:00 AM 

Contact Keith Clark at (812) 876-6799 or gtwfan@bluemarble.net 

- Popular Vote Contest - 
Favorite Caboose 

& Favorite Train 

Show Features 

Admission  
$3.00 per person  

$5.00 per family  

I-465 

 Danville 

Map to Hendricks County 

4-H & Convention Center 

1900 E. Main St., Danville, Indiana 46122-0007 

U.S. 36 U.S. 36 

S.R. 39 

S.R. 39 

I-70 

U.S. 40 

Brownsburg 

Plainfield 

I-74 

Old U.S. 36 

S 200 E 
Avon 

N 

Hendricks County 4-H & 

Conference Center 

Hendricks 

Community 

Hospital 

County 

Jail 

I
n
d
i
a
n
a
p
o
l
i
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ï  Extra Board ï 

ï Division Schedule ï 

Late Spring Modelers Meet ï May 6, 2017 ï  Columbus, IN 

  Johnson County Park Building, see pg. 10 for directions., Edinburgh, IN 

  10am to 3pm.  The theme for the meet is Operations and Operating Systems 

  Attendance is free but is limited to NMRA members. (May bring one guest)   

 

Fall Modelers Meet - September 16, 2017  

Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church, 11250 N. Michigan Rd., Zionsville, IN 

10am-3pm Admission Free 

Bring current modeling projects for show and tell (No theme as yet) 

For more information: Steve Studley at studley@indiana.edu 

 

Carmel Library Train Show ï November 4, 2017ï Carmel, IN 

         Operating Layouts & Circus Displays (No vendors)  

          10am to 3pmðAdmission is FREE  

 For more information: trevjn@sbcglobal.net  

 

Danville Train Meet ï November 18, 2017 ï Danville, IN 

            Hendricks County Fair Grounds, Danville, Indiana 

            Dealer Show & Meet ï 10am to 3pm  - Admission $3.00 per Person/$5.00 per Family 

Operating layouts, vendors, door prizes, contests, food and free parking 

For more information: Keith Clark at (812) 876-6799 or gtwfan@bluemarble.net 

 

Hoosier On30 Meet - April 29, 2017 - Noblesville, IN 

Main Street Wesleyan Church - 2535 Main Street, Elwood, IN 

10AM to 4PM. Hosted and Sponsored by the Indiana On30 Group 

All Narrow Gauge Scales and Fine Scale Modelers 

Layouts, Show and Tell, Swap and Sell, Dioramas 

Registration Fee $10.00 (Spouse included), Tables 6ô or 8ô $5.00 each 

Set up 8:00AM to 10:00AM 

For more information or tables: Paul ñRobò Robinson at michelerobinson14@att.net or 

317-607-3890 or Al Askerberg at 812-350-4341 

 

 
Orange Blossom Special ï NMRA National Convention ï Orlando, Florida ï July 30 -August 6, 2017 

Rosen Plaza Hotel 

International Drive, Orlando, Florida 

National Train Show August 4,5 &6, 2017, Orange County Convention Center  

For more information: http://nmra2017orlando.org  
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What is an RPM????  
 

We live in a society in which our lives are seemingly 

becoming more complex with each passing year. A 

reflection of that complexity can be found in the 

number of acronyms we use in everyday communi-

cation with each other. At this writing, the IRS is, I 

am sure, well known to all of us. But how about the 

acronym GPS (Global Positioning System)? How 

about GMO (Genetically Modified Organisms)? So-

cial media has given us LOL (Laughing Out Loud) 

as well as many others.  The use of acronyms has 

also creeped into our hobby of model railroading. 

One of the first acronyms that I learned dealing with 

model railroading was RPM. No, it is not revolu-

tions per minute (although that is a bona fide acro-

nym), rather it is an acronym for Railroad Prototype 

Modeler. What is a Railroad Prototype Modeler? 

Some people have labeled RPM modelers as ñnit 

pickersò. As you might have determined, it is an in-

dividual who models one, or more, aspects of their 

model railroad with a high degree of fidelity to the 

prototype itself. One can be an RPM modeler with 

regard to your locomotives and rolling stock. Such a 

modeler will have run highly detailed and appropri-

ately weathered rolling stock and locomotives. 

Oneôs scenery might be prototype to the point that 

the layout depicts real locations with structures that 

accurately reflect the prototype, what Tony Koester 

refers to as a ñlayout design elementò. Operation of 

your modeled railroad might mirror as accurately as 

possible, the trains and the times of their running on 

a daily basis. For example, Bob Hamner models the 

Great Northern and Duluth, Missabe & Iron Range 

and operates his layout based upon the employee 

timetable, modeling the locations and schedules to 

reproduce the operation of 1958. Bob is an RPM op-

erator. 
 

Frequently co-sponsored by the NMRA, an RPM 

meet/conference brings together railroad prototype 

modelers and provides them with a forum to display 

models, meet other modelers with similar interests, 

attend clinics by well-known authors/modelers, and 

to basically learn from other like-minded modelers. 

The focus is to share prototype information and re-

search, discuss current and new modeling tech-

niques, learn to operate prototypically, and grow in 

the fellowship of like-minded modelers. These meets 

are mini-conventions in their own right with semi-

nars/clinics, operating layouts on display, layout 

tours and operating sessions on home layouts in the 

area. There are display rooms with lots of tables for 

models of all types, and of course, vendors. Fre-

quently, there is a banquet associated with an RPM 

meet. Joe DôElia of PPW-Aline houses much infor-

mation regarding RPM modeling and meets on his 

web site at https://ppw-aline.com/pages/railroad-

prototype-modelers. The mission statement and his-

tory of the RPM can be found at https://ppw-

aline.com/pages/rpm-about-us 
                  Models from the 2016 St. Louis  Railroad  

                              Prototype Modelers Meet    
 

Living here in the Midwest, we have a number of 

RPM meets easily within driving distance. One of 

the best RPM meets is the St. Louis meet.  Normally 

held the first weekend in August, this year, the St. 

Louis RPM will be on Friday, June 23rd and Satur-

day, June 24th 2017 at the Gateway Convention 

Center in Collinsville, Illinois. This is arguably the 

fastest growing and one of the most popular of the 

RPM meets. This year, 5,000 additional square feet 

were added to accompany 115 vendors and manu-

facturers (no swap meet stuff!). There will be 15 

railroad historical societies, four high-quality visit-

ing model railroads, five cool hands-on learning sta-

tions, clinics, home layout tours, and special evening 

presentations, plus after-hours parties and fellow-

ship. Their focus this year is on Freight Cars so most 

of the clinics will be oriented towards studying the 

prototypes, and building exceptional models. You 

can get more information at their website at http://

icg.home.mindspring.com/rpm/stlrpm.htm. This is 

an exceptional meet and I would urge anyone who 

has a model railroad interest to visit the St. Louis 

RPM. 

 

From the workbenché. Jim Shellhaas 

https://ppw-aline.com/pages/railroad-prototype-modelers
https://ppw-aline.com/pages/railroad-prototype-modelers
https://ppw-aline.com/pages/rpm-about-us
https://ppw-aline.com/pages/rpm-about-us
http://icg.home.mindspring.com/rpm/stlrpm.htm
http://icg.home.mindspring.com/rpm/stlrpm.htm
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(ÕËÐÈÕÈɯ%ÙÌÌ-ÔÖɯ2ÏÖÞÚɯ6ÖÙÒɯ Ûɯ,ÈÙÛÐÕÚÝÐÓÓÌ 

(left)  Jeremy Harris on the far left , one of 

3 who brought modules, discusses them 

with an interested onlooker. (above) Jason 

Lambert has a coal extra setting on his 

modules ready for a trip down the railroad. 

(middle left) Handouts and other infor-

mation were made available for those inter-

ested in getting involved in Free-mo. 

As you can see by the pic-

tures the modules spread out 

for quite a distance. The 

module on the far end with 

the literature belonged to 

Keith Clark. 

For more information on the 

local Free-mo group contact: 

Jeremy Harris: 

nickelplate79@yahoo.com 

or 

Keith Clark: 

gtwfan@bluemarble.net 

Facebook at:  

Indiana Free-mo 

All photos by Rich Seymour 
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Upcoming CID Clinics 
 

Late Spring Modelers Meet 
 

Car Orders-A car forwarding system without the use of reporting marksï 
by Dan Hinel 
Operating with Car Cards and Waybillsï by Chuck Tuttle 
 

Note:  The above list represents only clinics for the first half of the 
year.  As always there is a great need for clinic presenters ï  Please con-
sider providing your valued support and volunteer today to give a clinic on 
your favorite topic.  Contact Bill Schoonmaker at 
b.schoonmaker@comcast.net to have your name added to a list of future 
clinic presenters. 

 

(Clockwise from upper left) One of the 

paper models entered in the Favorites 

Contest.  Newman Atkinson conducts a 

clinic on making hay bales. Display 

layouts always attract a lot of attention. 

One of the excellent models entered in 

the Favorite Train contest. 

,ÈÙÛÐÕÚÝÐÓÓÌɯ,ÌÌÛɯ/ÏÖÛÖÚ 

mailto:b.schoonmaker@comcast.net
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Upcoming CID Board Meetings 
 

Date:    June 11, 2017 
 

Location: Indianapolis Marion County Library 

                 Wayne Branch Library 

                 198 S. Girls School Road 

                 Indianapolis, IN 
 

Time:       1:30 PM 

 
Date:    August 13 or 20, 2017 
 

Location: TBA 
 

Time:       12:00 PM 
 

This is the annual executive board meeting and is closed 

to the general membership. 

 

CID members are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Board members can confirm location and date. 

Rusty Spike Vol. 47 No. 3 

É Copyright 2017 

Central Indiana Division, 

Midwest Region, N.M.R.A. 

May 6 Modelers Meet 
Operations 

 

If you were one of the twenty-five attendees at the 

March 11 CID Modelers Meet, thanks for coming.  

It was a good day to learn about several useful elec-

tronic circuits for model railroading ï and to even 

build one.  Plus, other aspects of the hobby were 

covered, providing everyone an opportunity to add 

to their modeling skillset.  If you missed it, donôt 

fret.  There will be other opportunities.  As a matter 

of facté 
 

Our next CID Modelers Meet will be held Saturday, 

6 May at the Columbus Area Railroad Club building 

in Johnson County Park.  The times are 10A to 3P.  

The subject for the meet will be Operations and Op-

erating Systems. 
 

Two presentations will be given by experienced rail-

road model operators.  The clinicians and titles for 

their talks are: Dan Hinel: ñCar Orders-A car for-

warding system without the use of reporting marks.ò 

and Chuck Tuttle: ñOperating with Car Cards and 

Waybills.ò  Come and learn some ways to add or 

upgrade operations on your railroad model.  Bring 

something youôre working on to display and discuss 

ï even if it isnôt about the stated subject.  These 

meets are for CID/NMRA members, but a member 

may bring a visitor to learn about CIDôs Modelers 

Meets.  Remember, all CID members are welcome 

to attend ï it doesnôt matter if you are a newbie or 

experienced modeler.  There is something for each 

modeler to learn. 
 

You might want to bring a lunch with you.  There 

will be folks who do and will be able to watch dis-

play items if you do wish to forage for food.  There 

are many restaurants near the mall at the Taylorsville 

exit, about a nine mile drive from the clubhouse. 
 

A map is available on the Clubôs website -  http://

columbusarearailroadclub.com/  click on the Direc-

tions tab.   Take I-65 south to the Taylorsville (US 

31 North) exit. Follow US 31 North to the main en-

trance to Camp Atterbury (Hospital Road). Take 

Hospital Road (approximately 3 miles) into Camp 

Atterbury and turn right on Schoolhouse Road. Take 

Schoolhouse Road to North Street and turn left 

(follow the signs to the park office).  GPS coordi-

nates are +39Á 22ô 42.24ò,  -86Á 2ô 53.16ò 
 

See you there.  Bring something to display and dis-

cuss. 
 

Steve Studley 

The Central Indiana Division (CID) 2017 Trainmas-

ter Election ended on March 31, just prior to the 

Martinsville Meet and Annual Meeting of Members.  

There were four candidates for the three Trainmaster 

positions to be elected this year.  Fifty-one ballots 

were received for this yearôs election. 
 

As announced at the Annual Meeting, the three suc-

cessful candidates are Dan Hinel, Bill Schoonmaker, 

and Jim Shellhaas. 
 

We would like to thank all who took the time to mail 

in their ballots.  Your participation in the election is 

appreciated. 
 

Nominations and Election Committee 

Doug Rolfe 

Steve Studley 

2017 CID Election Results 

http://columbusarearailroadclub.com/
http://columbusarearailroadclub.com/
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Want to promote your layout? 
 

Why not do it here with a Pike Ad? 

$7.50 - 1yr   $14.00 - 2yr.   $20.00 - 3yr. 

 

Contact Keith Clark for Information 

See Page 3 


