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Get Ready For
Another CID
Modelers Meet

We will have our third CID Modelers meet on
Saturday, October 20, 2012. This type of meet is all
about sharing what is going on with your model railroad
or modeling projects Our format is similar to a Railroad
Prototype Modelers meet with people bringing some of
their models completed, and also those in progress.

This meet is designed for the serious model
railroader and those who want to move up to the next
level. We are putting this meet on for our NMRA
members and it is one of the benefits of belonging to the
NMRA. There are no dealers or trains for sale. We will
meet in the Fellowship Hall of Allisonville Christian
Church at 7701 Allisonville Road in Indianapolis. We will
hold our clinics in the same room where models will be
on display, so the models will not be unsupervised during
clinic presentations. One clinic that is scheduled will be
ASmall / Easy Electronic
a clinic a year or so ago about adding sound to your
mechanical reefers. Lets see what he does this time.
Doug Rol fe wildl do a
Structures. 0

Our schedule will be pretty informal other than we will
have one clinic in the morning and the second clinic in
the afternoon. This meet will be from 10:00 to 3:00 on
Saturday, October 20th. Our CID Board meeting will also
be held at this location following this meet.

For questions contact Tom Cain:
Phone 317-475-7834
atsf93@comcast.net

Building a Credible Freight
Car Fleet on the Cheap!

By Jim Six
Superintendent, NMRA Michiana Division MWR

Accurail AAR 41' Steel Gondola.

Many of us have operating model railroads or dream
of someday having one. Once work on the layout begins
it soon becomes apparent that you no longer have time
for super detailing and building craftsman kits. Time

(Continued on page 3)
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becomes a premium commodity. | found myself in this .
P odinsafoh fitfen Ppégak forklo m&ile@er)%rk Centfa® di
Michigan Division layout five years ago. Working a full
A : time job and tending to family needs leaves little time for
clinic Gehbobyesd, whalib tReSsoiddh? Bui 1'ding Wood
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The Columbus Area Railroad Club is dedicated to serving
all those interested in the preservation of railroad history

through the use of modeling, photography, artifact preser-

vation, and railfanning, Mernberships are available
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Building a Credible Freight ... (Continued from page 1)

The hobby today has evolved away from shake-the-
box (blue-box) freight car kits to super detailed ready to
roll freight (RTR) cars i or so many people would have
you think. Yes, | have my share of RTR cars on my layout
too. Problem is, they are expensive and | need about 250
freight cars to operate my layout. | cannot and will not
spend $8000 on freight cars! Yes, that is what it would
take to fill my roster with RTR freight cars.

Because of this | have looked elsewhere for most of
my rolling stock. This is when | rediscovered Accurail and
a few other sources for freight cars and cabooses. Years
ago | had dismissed Accurail and others because of
molded on detail such as grab irons and ladders. That
was a mistake. | apparently thought too highly of myself
and paid too much
and rivet counters.

More recently faced with the problem of putting
together a 250-car fleet for the layout | reconsidered
those manufacturers | had dismissed. Starting with
Accurail, | was pleasantly surprised with what | found.
Mo s t of Accurail s freight
tooling than the old Athearn and Roundhouse shake-the-
box freight car kits, some of which were tooled in the
1950s. The level of detail fidelity on most of those old
cars leaves much to be desired. However, Accurail
models are of much more recent tooling and the detail
fidelity matches that of the finest RTR freight cars, with
the exception of molded on grabs and ladders.

Most of the models pictured in this article are Accuralil
kits | assembled and weathered in less than an hour of
my time. When | mix them in a train with RTR models
they blend right in. In fact, when | ask guests to pick out
their favorite couple of freight cars on my layout, the
Accurail cars win most of the time. Hmmm . . . something
to think about.

Before you jump on the bandwagon agreeing with me
or start pooh-poohing me for lowering my standards,
consider the following.
inso for specific
of any particular prototype freight car. At one time | was a
so-called prototype modeler. Yes, that sounds good, but
being a strict prototype modeler ties your hands limiting
what you can do when building a layout.

G

Here is another Accurail AAR 4 Steel Gondola. The
brake rigging comes with the kit and consists of

at t epicheis o n

three pieces that into

complicated.

press place. Nothing

My philosophy is that | build realistic-looking freight
cars that may or may not accurately match a specific
prototype. I care, but
a specific prototype. Most
the difference anyway! Instead, | direct my attention to fit
and finish, and most importantly, to the weathering
applied to my models. | have long said that weathering is
the most important detail you can add to your models. |
believe this more firmly than ever. The models pictured in
this article have little to no added detail, but all are
weathered using acrylic paints applied with paint brushes.
| didndt even use an ai

This is an Accurail outside -braced wooden boxcar.
The fish belly frame was discarded to the scrap box

and a straight frame instal
channel installed back -to-back into the slots for the
fish-bel 'y frameé

The one -piece brake rigging is cemented to the
Evergreen straight frame sills. This is the extent of
the underbody detail.

My layout is set in the summer of 1943 when

time there remained many older freight cars of wood
construction. This setting made the need for single
sheathed (outside braced) and double sheathed boxcars
crucial for me. Accurail has a nice variety of the more
common cars of this type. | have added more than three
dozen Accurail wooded boxcars to my roster. For several
of these cars | made one detail change. That is, |
replaced the fish-belly frame with twin C-channel frame
and added the one-piece brake rigging to the Accurail
AAR gondola 7 available separately from Accurail for a
small price. Otherwise, the cars are box-stock Accurail
models.

Weathering is brushed on as an acrylic wash diluted
with Windex window cleaner. Excess is wiped off with
paint brushes and cotton swabs. | do not use an airbrush
of this process. Not needed as most anybody can apply

(Continued on Page 9)
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money for any given system on your layout, but the
total for a model railroad might give even a small-

Steve Studley, Superintendent

=) INTERCHANGE layout owner something to think about. | try to an-
= TRACK swer fAHow muchéo by |l etting
s ':::muuuu m...lilj:lm:lm:l:un:l:n: will be an initial outlay of funds to get started. As a
& _ minimum, you should consider getting a train set or
- Costs individual locos, cars, and track. Ensure these are
= good-quality items. If you are like the rest of us,
= youol |l get started with you
H How often are you asked this question ize you need some more cars, or structures, or scen-
= from a non-modeler visiting your layout, ery supplies, or track, or all of the above. Well, you
| iHow much does all thigetcashte?®micture. Figure yo
= out the year. My point is that we each deal with the
= Obviously the visitor realizes everything in costs associated with our hobby/hobbies as we are
o view requires an outlay of money before it financially abl e. Hopefull
= can become a part of your layout. Even if sufficient level of fulfillment without straining the fam-
| they dono6t know the ajgbudget costs, the visi-
= tor sees each locomotive, freight car, pas-
= senger car, structure, and scenic element As we approach the holiday season, another ques-
- and begins to wonder how anyone can tion that may be asked i s:
afford to participate in our chosen hobby. me to get started in model
What they donot see i pefotehtherel viiNnbe tam iniGaf cashiolitidy tb iget
has taken you to amass all of this equip-  started. This will be followed by many purchases as
ment. Most all modelers | know have you fAcompleted your model ro
spent many years building their layout. everything needs to be purchased at once.
For quite a few, this isnét their first | ayout.
They have built one T or more i layouts Another part of the answer to this question is the old
before they started on this one. Modelers Ait dependso. The costs v
can reduce costs by reusing items from whether you are an older modeler nearing retirement
the old layout on the new one. Even if this or a younger parent wanting to work with their child
is your first layout, the long-term modeler while building their shared layout. Many soon-to-be
has been buying items for many years and has in- retirees visit our booth and say they have a box of
ventory on hand. Considering costs per time, the old train supplies at home and are thinking about get-
amount of money spent on your layout, averaged ting them out. These returning modelers are going to
over several years, reduces monthly or yearly costs find the hobby now has many new, neat electronics,
to a more reasonable number. higher costs for ready-to-run models, and fewer kits.
For someone building a smaller layout, there are
Assistant Superintendent Keith Clark attended a some manufacturers who are selling smaller Digital
clinic at Grand Rails 2012 during which the clinician Command Control (DCC) systems. While they often
spoke of costs for someone who had taken up golfing lack the expandability of the full-blown systems, the
as a hobby. Neither golfing nor model railroading is cost advantage may allow the parent/child layout to
free. The more involved you are in either one, the enter the world of DCC.
more itds going to cost. However, after both groups
have spent their hobby money, we model railroaders A hobby should provide recreation for the hobbyist.
end up with an operating, scenicked (albeit never There are costs associated with your involvement in
completed) layout while the golfer ends up with a a hobby that somehow correlate with your enjoy-
drawer full of little cards with numbers on them. In a ment . They can be | arge coc
clinic | attended, we learned there are railroad model- your deci si on. Il t 0s not r
ers who will pay to get what they want. In the 1980s, greater the cost, the greater your enjoyment. Quite
there was a modeler who wanted to have an operat- often, a long-sought, particularly well-chosen pur-
ing, Baltimore & Ohio-based, color position light sig- chase will provide great enjoyment even though it
naling system for his layout. He found someone who might not have cost that much. The important thing
would build that system for him, so he got his want. is to get started enjoying model railroading.
The cost: $20,000. Perhaps this is an extreme ex-
ample. You may not spend anywhere near this much ACl ear signal at Sycamore H«



Central Indiana Division
of the
National Model Railroad Association
Presents the

Danville Train Show
Saturday - November 17, 2012

Hendricks County Fair Grounds

ON OLD US 361 4.9 MILES WEST OF AVON i NORTH SIDE OF OLD US 36 AND
COUNTY ROAD 200 E (across from post office)

10 AM to 4 PM
Map to Hendricks County
4-H&C ion C
ShOW Featu res 1900 E. Main St., Igg\r/](\a/ﬂltle?rl]ndieanr‘fzr46129007

A Operati ngA Liysopltasy s -
A Dealer TahlMsdel Jufgi.ag —
A 2 ClinicsA Door Pri I, s g|_4655
A Photo/ Sl ikeFaudgPppl " e |, . ["5
A Kids DehA aFirle eHuPnatr k T g T e g

Hendricks County 4H &

Conference Center
U.S. 40 Plainfield

- Popular Vote Contest-
Favorite Passenger Car
& Favorite Train

—1

B

Dealer Tables $12.00 each [8 foot] Setup from 7:00 AM to 10:00 AM
Contact John Pancini at (317) 278796 or jpancini@indy.rr.com
David Clendenin (Vendor Contact) 3172724690

Check out our website at http://cid.railfan.net/

The next CID show is at Noblesville, IN in January 2013



Upcoming Events

Carmel Library Train Show i November 10, 2012 Carmel, IN
Carmel Clay Public Library, 55 4th Ave. S.E. f

10am to 3pm Admission is FREE MILEPOST

Operating layouts, demonstrations and displays

10)

For more information: trevin@sbcglobal.net IR ESG Central
Region Division
. t
Danville Train Meet i November 17, 2012 Danville, IN Convention ,J  anniversary

Hendricks County Fair Grounds, Danville, Indiana 2013 i‘:
Dealer Show & Meet 10am to 4pm- Free Admission
Operating layouts, vendors, door prizes, contests, food and
parking

For more information: John Pancini at (317) 273796 or jpan-

cini@indy.rr.com

Vendor contact: David Clendenin at 3+2724690

Indianapolis 2
Indiana @
May 2-5 _J

Make your plans to
join the CID for this
great event. More
information and
registration form at:
http://cid.railfan.net

Noblesville Meet and Auctioni_January 27, 2013 Noblesville, IN
Hamilton County 4H Expo Center, 2003 Pleasant Street
Dealer Show & Meet 10am to 4pm
CID Annual Auctioni 2pm to 4pm- get those auction items ready!
For more information or tables: Tom Cain at (317) 473834

T Extra Board 1

Great Train Expo i January 5 & 6, 2013i Indianapolis, IN
Indiana State Fair Grounds South Pavilion
AdmissiorrAdults: $7.00, Kids under 12: FREBE Oam4pm both days

For more information: http://trainexpoinc.com

% The Great Train Expo

merica Coast Train Shov

Upcoming CID Board Meetings Rusty Spike Closing Dates

Date: October 20, 2012 Volume 43 Issue #1. December 9, 2012

. . , e Volume 43 Issue #P February 17, 2013
Location: Allisonville Christian Church y
2701 Allisonville Road Volume 43 Issue #B May 5, 2013

Indianapolis, Indiana Dates are tentative and subject to change.

Time: 3:00 PM (Immediately following the Modelers Meet)

Date:  December 9, 2012 Attention T All not_ices c_)f club open houses, or other
_ _ _ shows & meets will be included in tixtra Board only
Location: Fishers Library if the official request form is used. This form may be
5 Municipal Drive printed off the CID website at
Fishers, Indiana http://cid.railfan.net/Extra_Board_Request_Sheet.pdf

Time: 1:30 PM Fill out the form and send to the address listed on the

form. Upcoming deadlines for each Rusty Spike are list

CID members are welcome and encouraged to atter{d. in the Spike or may be obtained from Keith Clark (see 'i .
Board members can confirm location and date. 2). Events not sent on the request form cannot be inclugg




The Central [ndiana Division Presents  (ingpost (5

Midwest Central
q Indi
Region Divicion
Convention , Anniversary
N N {l
_\\'\s,“,'l;:;.;
58 Indianapolis 2
"‘“‘: Indiana @
10~ May 2-5 ._/

May 2-5, 2013

[ndianapolis, [ndiana

Lavout Tours ¢ Operating Sessions e Clinics e Contests e Displays
Banauet e Women’s Program e Sunday Train Show

Banquet
Keynote Speaker

Thomas Hoback
President & CEO

_‘ Fantastic Clinics...

Rich Bourgerie - Buildings: scratch building and detailing
Ron King - Scenery
Jim SiX - Photo backdrops Using Photoshop Elements

Mont Switzer - Favorite Highway Uehicle Projects
Plus many more educational clinics
by local and regional modelers.

Layout Tours and Operating Sessions

Gardening, Marriott Hotel Chef Over 20 [ayouts will be open! Orperating
and a Dietitian. _ - Sessions

Friday Evening Bingo : o ; Thursday

The Indiana Rail Road Compa i

e Non-Rail Program e

Welcome Event Thursday Evening

Presentations include:
Raptor Birds, Court Therapy Dogs,

Chair Massages, Craft project, == L -
Maps to shopping and attractions will 3 2 B -- .
be available. e Fridav.

Registration is just $80 for NMRA
Members on or before Aeril 2, 201 3.

Celebrating
50 Years

Adjacent Hotel

A\arrnoftt

See the CID Website for | F Adiacent Hote " INDIANAPOLIS EAST
more information.
http://cid.railfan.net| Bl A
Registration form on o ;
back side of this flver. ot tAQUINTA

Us e Vi deE PO S Wwheh thaking your reservation at any of these hotels
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MILEPOST 50 / Midwest Regional Convention
Registration Form

MILEPOST

Midwest
Region
Convention

Indiana
May 2-5

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT!

0}

Indianapolis

Central
Indiana

&/

Name: NMRA #:

Mailing (Street) Address: Division:
NMRA Region:

City: State: Zip:

Names Of Companion / Family Member(s):

E-Mail Address:

Interested In Ops Sessions?:

Special Considerations:

Full Fare / NMRA Member: $80.00 for pre-registered NMRA members; $95.00 after April 2, 2013

Full Fare / Non-NMRA Member: $90.00 for pre-registered participants; $105.00 after April 2, 2013
Weekend Fare / NMRA Member: $60.00 for pre-registered NMRA members; $75.00 after April 2, 2013
Weekend Fare / Non-NMRA Member: $70.00 for pre-registered participants; $85.00 after April 2, 2013
Companion / Spouse / Family Members: A single fee of $25.00 for one or all family members including companion
A separate banquet ticket {for Saturday evening’s meal / program) is required for each participant @ $25.00 each*

Registration Fees For MILEPOST 50 Program Participants

Fees On or Before April 2, 2013 MP 50 Fees After April 2, 2013 Sub-Total
Full Fare (NMRA Member) _ x $80.00 Full Fare (NMRA Member) _ x $95.00 S
Full Fare (Non-NMRA Member) _ x$90.00 | Full Fare (Non-NMRA Member) _ x $105.00 | $
Weekend Fare (NMRA Member) _ x $60.00 | Weekend Fare (NMRA Member) _ x $§75.00 | §
Weekend Fare (Non-Member) _ x $70.00 Weekend Fare (Non-Member) _ x $85.00 S
Companion / Family Members _ x $25.00 Companion / Family Members _ x $25.00 S
Banquet Tickets For Sat. evening® _ x $25 Banquet Tickets for Sat. evening® _ x 525 S

* Featured Speaker: Indiana Rail Road CEQ Thomas Hoback

| Total Submitted To CID/NMRA: $

Make checks payable to Central Indiana Division NMRA & mail to:
{Please do not staple checks to registration forms!)

MILEPOST 50

Richard Seymour, Registrar

8504 West Thorn Tree
Muncie, IN 47304-8701

Housing Information For MILEPOST 50

Headquarters Hotel
Indianapolis Marriott East #
7202 East 21st Street
Indianapolis, IN 46219
Phone 317-352-1231
IndianapolisMarriottEast.com
Rate: $114.00 per night

Free Parking At All Three Locations

Additional Housing Adjacent To The Marriott East
Fairfield Inn & Suites / Indy East #
7110 East 21st Street
Indianapolis, IN 46219
Phone 317-322-0101
Rate: $94.00 per night

La Quinta Inn & Suites #
7304 East 21st Street
Indianapolis, IN 46219
Phone 317-359-1021
Rate: $74.00 per night

Hotel Reservations Required By Tuesday, April 2, 2013
# For all housing arrangements, please use the code “MILEPOST 50" when making reservations!




Building a Credible Freight ... (Continued from Page 3)

weathering in this way. If you are interested, attend the
Michiana Division Symposium next April in Middlebury at
Das Dutchman Essenhaus Inn and convention center.

AUTOMOBILES

e
PENNSYLVANIA
64989

109000

Here are the paint brushes that weathering is
applied with. The boxcar and brushes are in the same
photo so you can see their relative size.

that has the one -piece Accurail brake rigging
installed and a light coat of acrylic wash weathering.

L [

CRYL|C
g-IC R

This is a Roundhouse RTR model
Here are the acrylic arti s wassommaniframabou1816 1950 It is
weathering and paint touch -up. Paints and brushes weathered with Acrylic washes.

were purchased at Hobby Lobby.

Above is my most recent Accurail model. |
added the extra door to make a so -called door -

This is an Accurail model with the fish -belly to and-a-half boxcar. | also replaced the fish  -belly
straight frame modification and one -piece Accurail frame with a straight sill frame, and then added
brake rigging installed. The model is weathered, but Ac cur ai 4piéce brakerigging. Otherwise
weathered somewhat clean. | recommend you avoid the model is a factory painted Accurail CB&Q
over -weathering. kit.



STREAMLINED BACKSHOP SERVICES

Sy

Bryan Vianco
NMRA#139159

sales@sbs4dcc.com
317-201-4974

DCC INSTALLATION * REPAIRS * PARTS * ASSEMBLY

IMPERIAL VALLEY RAILROAD

Frank J. Hermanek, MMR, Pres.
715 Three Mile Ridge Lawrenceburg, Indiana 47025
812-537-5156

www.railroadbooks.biz

800-55-GRIND 800 554-7463
812-391-2664

chuck@ railroadbooks.biz
new..used..buy..sell

Chuck Macklin

PO Box 4 - Bloomington IN 47402-0003

the history of technology W,

Naptown & White River Model Railroad Club

1115 McDougal Street
Indianapolis, IN 46203
www.naptownrr.org
317-643-0143

Justin L. Grayson, President
naptownrr@aol.com

Visitors Welcome: Monday Nights, 7-9pm
Memberships Available

TRAIN CITY INNOVATIONS

Where Bright Ideas become Innovative Products ™
Z,N,HO, 0,027, G, 1 Scale

¥

®  Custom built Modular, Shelf, Desktop and Coffee table Train Layouts

®  Specialist in Model Trains Repairs of American & European brands

®  Train Lighting, DCC conversion, Model Railroad Electronics

®  Signals and Automatic Signal Controllers, Scenery, Dioramas, Special effects

®  Wealso Buy & Sell used Model Trains, Collections and Hobby Store surplus

Sales: 317-849-5040 - Fax: 832-383-0363

Email: sales@traincityinnovations.com  Website: www.traincityinnovations.com

(ID Back Shep

The CID has lined up members with the

experience to help solve your problem and a

willing to help ALL modelers, whether or not you are a member

the NMRA. We believe that we can help and be of service to yo

you can get your problem or problems solved, you can better e
the hobby of model railroading.

Contact: cid_backshop@railfan.net

of
L. If

hjoy

10

PENNSYLVANIA LINES WEST

@ SHHl Sernby Bhe Metion @

BUCKEYE DIVISION
ROUTE OF THE PIQUA PEDDLER
HO & N Scales Marvin Crim, Superintendent

NMRA ARRIVALS

CENTRAL INDIANA DIVIS ION

John Lockwood

Indianapolis, IN

Frank Stallman Evansville, IN

Rusty Spike Vol. 42 No. 5
©Copyright 2012
Central Indiana Division,
Midwest Region, N.M.R.A.



mailto:cid_backshop@railfan.net

%:NTER POINT CIRCLE
INE

"SERVING THE HOOSIER STATE" IS O S C L E S
WITH AND
GRADY ” MANUFACTURED GOODS LATERAL
RUSS & TINA CURRY
MEMBER OF PORFOLK NORTHERN CORP RAILWAY

611@abcs.com THEMED’A”LINE COMPANY

Roger Hensley's Buttercup Valley & Denver
East Central
EC’ Indiana

HO Scale Railroad Short Line

| NMRA Pike Registry |

602 E. 31st St. - Anderson, IN 46016 HOCENG
Ph (765) 649-2367 JIM & LUANA WILHITE ANDERSCN, IN.
Hoosiexr Lines THE

Model IRailirowad Cloab

€
or { ﬂk

Iy
g 011“

Serving model railroaders t 1 RAILROAD a 111
n ® x & % % % % ® ®E T % =
South-Central Indiana a BASEMENT EMPIRE
connecting with the C&O
Bloomington

Owner: TED LUCE Lafayette, Indiana

Santa Fe
-
“Rebel, Rt all the way

Serving Meridian, Mississippi

with connections to the Meridian & Bigbee RR The HlanlS DIVIS.IOII Of
Ovwner: Robert Sharp the Santa Fe Rallway
Bloomington, Indiana

Paul Brown, Superintendent

MIDWEST CENTRAL RAILROAD
A bridge route linking the east with the west Keith A. Clark

Superintendent
Steve Studley, owner
Bloomington, Indiana Bloomington, Indiana
Phone (812) 876-9726 Phone (812) 876-6799
studley@indiana.edu In the 1970°s gtwfan@bluemarble.net
Ruutn of the M dwast Mateos The Flint, South Bend and Kalamazoo Subdivisions
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