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The Central Indiana Division (CID) is currently ap-
plying to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) for a 
501(c)(3) non-profit status.  The incentive to se-
cure this status has come from several people 
who have inquired about donating collections or 
items to the CID.  They would then be able to 
claim that donation on their taxes and the CID 
could add the items to our auction.  A secondary 
benefit would be for persons performing services 
to the CID would be able to claim mileage on their 
taxes. 
 
One of the IRS requirements that we must meet is 
to have a dissolution clause added to the CID 
Constitution.  The process began with the CID 
Board of Directors voting unanimously  to add this 
amendment to the Constitution.  That positive 
vote took place at the Board meeting on Decem-
ber 9.  The next step is for the CID membership to 
approve the amendment. Please take a moment 
to read through the amendment.  Note that the 
wordage is from the IRS and is not to be 
changed.  The reason for the addition of this 
statement to our organizing document is to en-
sure the proper disposal of any funds remaining 
to another non-profit organization if the CID were 
to cease operation.  This is the basis of the IRS 
requirement. 
 
A ballot is included for your vote.  Ballots must be 
received no later than March 9, 2013 to be 
counted.  Please mark and mail. 
 
Your CID Board of Directors recommends the ap-

proval of this amendment to our Constitution. 

The Carmel 
Clay library 
show on No-
vember 10th 
almost set a 
record for at-
tendance with 
791 kids and 
parents enjoy-
ing the nine 
l a y o u t s  i n 
scales from Z 
up to live 

steamers.  The CID table was manned to answer 
questions about the hobby, four boxes of train 
magazines from the late Jerry Schnurr were given 
away, and Tom Fitzsimmons ran the popular 
treasure hunt. Thanks to all the crew who helped 
this year, and we will continue this tradition each 
November as our project for National Model Rail-
road Month.  

Trevor Jones 

(Photo by Steve Studley) 
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MILEPOST 50  
Midwest Region Convention Update: 

 
We are progressing along nicely with our 
MILEPOST 50 Convention Planning. 
 

We will have over 20 layouts on our layout 
tours.  Some of these will be layouts that have 
never been on tours before.  Some are layouts 
that you may not have had a chance to see in 5 
or 6 years. Warner Clark has an exquisite Proto 
48 O scale layout that you can preview by 
looking at your NMRA calendars from a few 
years back.  Jack Simpson’s Monon Railroad 
layout fills his basement.  You can go to your 
October 2010 copy of Model Railroader to see 
Matt Hewitt’s Shadowton Ridge Coal Country 
layout.  His layout was on the cover and the 
feature article of that magazine.  We will also 
have Jim Munns’ HO Christie Division CNW 
layout that was in the April 2011 Model 
Railroader magazine. Both Matt’s and Jim’s 
layouts were shown in videos on the Model 
Railroader website.  Mike Duncan’s New York 
Central/Milwaukee layout was in Railroad 
Model Craftsman.  We will have HO, N, O, S, 
and Garden scale layouts on tours. 
 

We have 16 clinics already scheduled, some by 
authors Jim Six and Mont Switzer.  More are 
being secured.  Non-rail programs are also 
planned for registered spouses including 
information about therapy dogs, cooking and 
gardening. 
 

 Our two newest developments include the 
Prototype Tours that we will be providing for 
some of our Convention Attendees.   Each 
prototype Tour will be limited to only 40 
attendees for safety reasons.  On Thursday, 
May 2

nd
 in the morning 40 conventioneers will 

be able to tour the offices of the Indiana Rail 
Road and have an opportunity to see President 
and CEO, Thomas Hoback’s Business Car, 
which was the former Santa Fe Business Car 
#56.  This car has been completely refurbished 
and has been used on both the Indiana 
Railroad and elsewhere throughout the United 
States.  We will also see Mr. Hoback’s 1930’s 
era Santa Fe El Capitan lounge car that has 
much of the original trim and seating along with 

its beverage bar.  We will tour the Indiana 
Railroad Executive Office, which is a faithful 
reproduction of a typical Santa Fe rural 
passenger depot.  This facility has many 
appropriate era railroad travel posters and art 
that was used to promote rail travel in the 
golden years of railroad passenger travel.  We 
will also see the remote control operation of 
locomotives in their railroad yard.  The Indiana 
Rail Road was one of the first US Railroads to 
use remote control of locomotives. 
 

Our second Prototype Tour will be of the 
AMTRAK Big Four Maintenance shops in 
Beech Grove Indiana on Saturday morning, 
May 4

th
.  We will have an opportunity to see the 

shops where the Bi-level cars are rebuilt and 
refurbished.  We will also tour the locomotive 
shop where locomotives are serviced.  The tour 
will also include the Forge shop where 
Passenger trucks are assembled and or 
repaired.  Finally we will see their coach shops 
where trim and final work is done before 
passenger cars are returned to service. 
 

Convention attendees will transport themselves 
to the sites of these tours, but they will be 
required to report to the Convention Hotel first 
to receive maps to these sites along with the 
credentials to attend these tours.  We anticipate 
that these tours will fill up early so if you are 
interested in these tours, please contact our 
Registrar, Richard Seymour. 
 

Our Speaker for the Saturday evening Banquet 
will be President and CEO of the Indiana Rail 
Road, Thomas Hoback.  He has been a driving 
force in making the Indiana Rail Road a thriving 
local railroad business that reaches from 
Indianapolis, to Evansville Indiana to Chicago 
Illinois and more.  Mr Hoback will speak on the 
Past, the Present, and the Future of the Indiana 
Railroad. 
 

Please go to our Central Indiana Division 
MILEPOST 50 Website where we can provide 
to you more information on planned clinics and 
Layouts. 
 

http://cid.railfan.net/MP50.html 
 

Tom Cain 
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A Second Look at Our Future* 
 
Taking note of the attendees at three 
recent model railroad events has 
caused me to paraphrase the great 
comic strip philosopher, POGO;  “We 
have met the future… and he isn’t 
us.” 
 

The events were the two-day Great 
Train Expo Show (GTE), the Carmel-
Clay Library show, and the CID’s Dan-
ville meet.  Over the years I’ve at-
tended many a GTE show and Dan-
ville meet, but due to work trips each 
year, I’ve been unable to attend the 
Library show.  Thanks to retirement, 
this was my first Library show.  It 
proved to be an interesting day. 
 
What caused me to once again pon-
der the future, after writing about it 

8 to 18 year old children.  We need to help that 
younger generation gain knowledge of and 
build an interest in railroading in general and 
model railroading in particular.  With all the dis-
tractions available to children today, it could be 
a tough job. 
 

Remember when we were young?  In the 
1940’s and 1950’s, trains were very evident in 
everyday life.  Even in small towns there were 
often multiple, competing railroad lines.  Many 
railroads not only still had passenger traffic, but 
they ran more than one train each way, per day 
- and the trains were named.  Freight traffic to 
individual businesses was still common.  Today, 
not so much.  Many railroads are either gone or 
have been absorbed by other, larger railroads.  
Many miles of track have been removed.  If you 
are lucky to be near long-distance passenger 
service (Amtrak), it’s usually only one train each 
way, per day.  All of these losses add up to 
make it more difficult for youngsters, and the 
rest of us, to see trains in action.  If the kids 
can’t see trains in their natural habitat, how do 
they gain knowledge about and increase their 
interest in rail operations?  They come to train 
shows or they visit layouts of family and friends. 
 

After we get them in the doors, what typically 
happens?  The kids are able to see operating 
trains.  At the shows, this occurs on multiple 
layouts.  While this is great and is the main pur-
pose for a lot of the families, it doesn’t provide 
any interaction (other than learning, “Don’t 
touch!”) between the train operators and the 
children.  It is now up to us to provide some 
kind of interactive, educational experience in 
the short amount of time before they leave.  
This should be something they’ll remember and 
think about after they leave the show or your 
home.  At the GTE shows, the CID booth offers 
the kids time on the Inglenook switching layout 
to get them thinking about train operations as 
something other than roundy-round.  In time, 
we plan to change the four boxcars currently in 
use, for four different types of freight cars so 
they   learn   about   the  different   commodities 
shipped  on  the  railroad.   The scale display at  

(Continued on Page 9)  

only a few issues ago, was the large number of 
youngsters in attendance at each of the shows.  
At GTE, we first noticed a seemingly higher 
than usual percentage of young attendees.  
Previous reports have noted the Carmel-Clay 
Library show has always had a high percentage 
of children.  This year seemed to be no differ-
ent.  Danville, too, had lots of families attend.  
Some of the families came to just look, but 
many took advantage of the CID-sponsored 
children’s activities at all three events.  We do 
not want to overlook this opportunity to provide 
some education about railroading. 
 

Why is it important for the youngsters to attend 
and participate in model railroad meets and 
activities?  They are the long-term future of this 
hobby.  As previously reported, the average age 
for Midwest Region members was 65.7 years 
old.  To lower that average, we need more men 
and women in the 35-45 age group to get active 
in model railroading.  This age group will be-
come the short-term (20+ years) future hobby-
ists.   Some in that age group will be parents of 



5 

 

 

- Popular Vote Contest - 
Favorite Tank Car 

& Favorite Train 

Presents the 

Noblesville Train Show 
Sunday – January 27, 2013 

Location 
Exhibition Center, Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds, 2003 Pleasant Street, Noblesville, IN 

 

10 AM to 4 PM - Annual Auction is at 2 PM 

• Operating Layouts • Displays 

• Dealer Tables  • Model Judging  

• Clinic   • Door Prizes 

• Photo/Slide Judging • Food 

• Free Parking 

Show Features 

 
 

Check out our website at http://cid.railfan.net/ 

The next CID activity is the Midwest Regional Convention – MILEPOST 50 – May 2
nd

 to May 5
th

 

This will include a CID sponsored Train Show on May 5
th

 at 10 AM, Marriott East, Indianapolis 

Dealer Tables $10.00 each [6 foot] Setup from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM 

Contact: Tom Cain at (317) 475-7834 or atsf93@comcast.net  

Admission  
  

Individuals - $3.00 

Family - $5.00 

Admission  

  

Free ! 
  

 

News Flash!!!! 
It is the CID’s 50 year 
Anniversary, and we 

just voted to make this 
Train Show a free Train 

Show this year. 

Enjoy!!!! 
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Attention – All notices of club open houses, or other 

shows & meets will be included in the Extra Board only 

if the official request form is used. This form may be 

printed off the CID website at:  
http://cid.railfan.net/Extra_Board_Request_Sheet.pdf 

Fill out the form and send to the address listed on the 

form. Upcoming deadlines for each Rusty Spike are listed 

in the Spike or may be obtained from Keith Clark (see pg. 

2). Events not sent on the request form cannot be included. 

 

 

Rusty Spike Closing Dates 
 

Volume 43 Issue #2 – February 17, 2013 

Volume 43 Issue #3 – May 5, 2013 

Volume 43 Issue #4 – July  7, 2013 

Volume 43 Issue #5 – October 6, 2013 
 

Dates are tentative and subject to change. 

 

Upcoming CID Board Meetings 
 

Date:        February 17, 2013 
 

Location: Indianapolis Marion County Library 

                Wayne Branch Library 

                198 S. Girls School Road 

                Indianapolis, IN 
 

Time:      1:30 PM    

 

 

 

Date:      May , 2013 
  

Location: Fishers Library 

      5 Municipal Drive 

                Fishers, Indiana 
  

Time:       1:30 PM 
 

CID members are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Board members can confirm location and date. 

–  Extra Board – 

– Division Schedule – 

 

Noblesville Meet and Auction – January 27, 2013 – Noblesville, IN  
Hamilton County 4H Expo Center, 2003 Pleasant Street  

Dealer Show & Meet – 10am to 4pm  

CID Annual Auction – 2pm to 4pm - get those auction items ready!  

For more information or tables: Tom Cain at (317) 475-7834  
 

MILEPOST 50 / 2013 Midwest Region Convention - May 2-5, 2013 - Indianapolis, IN 
Indianapolis Marriott East, 7202 E. 21st. 

Information and registration form on following pages of this Spike issue. 

Prototype tours, layout tours, operating sessions, clinics, non-rail activities. 

Banquet speaker Thomas Hoback, President & CEO The Indiana Rail Road Co. 

Sunday train show from 10am to 3pm. Admission $5.00   

For more information: http://cid.railfan.net 

Great Train Expo – January 5 & 6, 2013 – Indianapolis, IN 
Indiana State Fair Grounds South Pavilion 

Admission-Adults: $7.00, Kids under 12: FREE - 10am-4pm both days 

For more information: http://trainexpoinc.com 

 
INDY SOUTH TRAIN SHOW – Saturday, January 26, 2013 – Indianapolis, IN 

Southside K of C, 511 E. Thompson Rd. ( U.S. 31 and Thompson Rd. Behind CVS)  

Admission $4 Adults, Under 14 FREE w/adult 

100 Dealer Tables, All Scales, Operating Layouts, Food Available, Free Parking 

Dealer Tables $14 (6 Foot); $12 Ea. Additional 

For more information: Dennis Scamihorn at (317) 340-8181 or dscamihorn@marian.edu  
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MILEPOST 50 / Midwest Regional Convention 

Registration Form 
 
 

 PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT! 
 

Name: NMRA #: 

Mailing (Street) Address: 
 

Division: 
NMRA Region: 

City: State: Zip: 

Names Of Companion / Family Member(s): 
 

E-Mail Address: Interested In Ops Sessions?: 

Special Considerations:  

Tours: Free "drive-it-yourself" tours are available for registered conference attendees, departing from 
the Marriott hotel on Thursday @ 9:00AM to visit the Indiana Rail Road complex, and on Saturday @ 
8:00AM to visit the AMTRAK Beech Grove Shops.  Meet at the Marriott a bit early to get your credentials 
and to form car-pools.  Note: Only 40 participants are allowed into each venue.  List the # of tickets you 
would like to request for MP 50 tours:  ____ Thursday - Indiana RR      ____ Saturday - AMTRAK  
Full Fare / NMRA Member: $80.00 for pre-registered NMRA members; $95.00 after April 2, 2013 
Full Fare / Non-NMRA Member: $90.00 for pre-registered participants; $105.00 after April 2, 2013 
Weekend Fare / NMRA Member: $60.00 for pre-registered NMRA members; $75.00 after April 2, 2013 
Weekend Fare / Non-NMRA Member: $70.00 for pre-registered participants; $85.00 after April 2, 2013 
Companion / Spouse / Family Members: A single fee of $25.00 for one or all family members including companion 
! ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ōŀƴǉǳŜǘ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ όŦƻǊ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ƳŜŀƭ κ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳύ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ Ϫ ϷнрΦлл ŜŀŎƘϝ 
 

Registration Fees For MILEPOST 50 Program Participants 
Fees On or Before April 2, 2013 MP 50 Fees After April 2, 2013 Sub-Total 

Full Fare (NMRA Member) __ x $80.00 Full Fare (NMRA Member) __ x $95.00 $ 

Full Fare (Non-NMRA Member) __ x $90.00 Full Fare (Non-NMRA Member) __ x $105.00 $ 

Weekend Fare (NMRA Member) __ x $60.00 Weekend Fare (NMRA Member) __ x $75.00 $ 

Weekend Fare (Non-Member) __ x $70.00 Weekend Fare (Non-Member) __ x $85.00 $ 

Companion / Family Members __ x $25.00 Companion / Family Members __ x $25.00 $ 

Banquet Tickets For Sat. PM* __ x $25.00 Banquet Tickets for Sat. PM* __ x $25.00 $ 

* Featured Speaker: Indiana Rail Road CEO Thomas Hoback Total Submitted To CID/NMRA: $ 

Make checks payable to  Central Indiana Division NMRA  & mail to: MILEPOST 50 
(Please do not staple checks to registration forms!) Richard Seymour, Registrar 
 8504 West Thorn Tree 
 Muncie, IN  47304-8701 

Housing Information For MILEPOST 50 
Headquarters Hotel Additional Housing Adjacent To The Marriott East 

Indianapolis Marriott East # Fairfield Inn & Suites / Indy East # La Quinta Inn & Suites # 
7202 East 21st Street 7110 East 21st Street 7304 East 21st Street 
Indianapolis, IN  46219 Indianapolis, IN  46219 Indianapolis, IN  46219 
Phone 317-352-1231 Phone 317-322-0101 Phone 317-359-1021 
Rate: $114.00 per night Rate: $94.00 per night Rate: $74.00 per night 
IndianapolisMarriottEast.com 

Free Parking At All Three Locations              Hotel Reservations Required By Tuesday, April 2, 2013 
І CƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŘŜ άaL[9th{¢ рлέ ǿƘŜƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎΗ 
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Banquet  

Keynote Speaker 

Thomas Hoback 
President & CEO  

The Indiana Rail Road Company 

Use code “MILEPOST 50” when making your reservation at any of these hotels 

Adjacent Hotel 

Celebrating 

50 Years 

Adjacent Hotel 



9 

 

Trainmaster Election  
 

The CID is seeking individuals who are 
members of the Division/NMRA and are willing 
to become a nominee for Trainmaster.  There 
are six elected Trainmaster positions on the 
Board; three are filled each year.  These 
positions are voting members of the CID Board 
of Directors and the length of the term is two 
years.  Service as elected Trainmaster is limited 
to two consecutive terms (four years).  The next 
term will begin on May 15, 2013 and end on 
May 15, 2015.  The primary duty of the Board is 
to take care of the business of the Division.  
The election will take place in early Spring, 
2013.  Results will be announced at the Region 
Convention, MILEPOST 50. 
 
If you are interested in being a nominee, or 
have questions about the position of 
Trainmaster, please contact either Keith Clark 
or Steve Studley.  Our contact information is 
available on page two of this issue. 
 

Steve Studley 
Keith Clark 

A Second Look at Our Future* 
(Continued from page 4) 

 

the booth gets a lot of attention from both young 
and old.  We hear many discussions about the 
different sizes of models, often beginning with, 
“This is the size of the models I have at home.”   
 

What can you do to provide a bit of education 
about railroading while youngsters are visiting 
your railroad?  Let them know there is a reason 
for you to run trains.  Prototype trains are a 
business and they make money by moving 
goods from a producer to a consumer.  As mod-
elers, we attempt to emulate those procedures.  
Ask them if they know what is carried in the dif-
ferent cars in a train.  The open cars are easy, 
but the closed cars are more of a mystery.  Ask 
if they can tell you where those products will be 
delivered.  Get them involved.  Even for a short 
period of time.  Hopefully we’ll have provided a 
stimulus about railroading while they are young 
so they have a memory of trains when it comes 
time to choose a hobby. 
 

“Clear signal at Sycamore Hollow” 
 

Steve Studley, Superintendent 

It was estimated that over one thousand people 
attended the Danville meet last October. In 
honor of the CID’s 50th Anniversary, the Board 
of Directors voted to have FREE admission to 
the Noblesville Meet and Danville Meet in 2013.  

Danville Show  Grows Again  

Barbara Acton (left) won an Athearn Locomotive donated 
by Big Four Hobbies in one of the door prize drawings at 
Danville. Her husband Darrell (center) was obviously very 
excited as we know who will actually get the engine. 

(Photo by Keith Clark) 
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The CID has lined up members with the 

experience to help solve your problem and are 

willing to help ALL modelers, whether or not you are a member of 

the NMRA. We believe that we can help and be of service to you. If 

you can get your problem or problems solved, you can better enjoy 

the hobby of model railroading. 
 

Contact: cid_backshop@railfan.net 

(Photo by Tom Cain) 

Lou Venema talks about track work at the October Modeler’s Meet  

mailto:cid_backshop@railfan.net
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