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The newsletter of the Central Indiana Division of the  

Midwest Region, National Model Railroad Association 

John Pancini and an interested bystander watch trains run on Johnôs N scale layout. 
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Attention ï All notices of club open houses, or other 

shows & meets will be included in the Extra Board only if 

the official request form is used. This form may be printed 

off the CID website at:  
http://www.cidnmra.org/rusty-spike-back-issues and click 

on Extra Board Request Sheet 

Fill out the form and send to the address listed on the 

form. Upcoming deadlines for each Rusty Spike are listed 

in the Spike or may be obtained from Keith Clark (see pg. 

3). Events not sent on the request form cannot be included. 

Rusty Spike Closing Dates 
 

Volume 47 Issue #2 - February 12, 2017 

Volume 47 Issue #3 - April 9, 2017 

Volume 47 Issue #4 - June 11, 2017 

Volume 47 Issue #5 - September 3, 2017 
 

Dates are tentative and subject to change. 

Features  
2 New Website 
Check out our new website. We have a ways to 
go but you will find it new and improved 

5 Noblesville Train Show 
Information on our next meet on January 29th at 
Noblesville, Indiana 

7 2017 Spring Modelerôs Meet 
The modeling subject for the meet will be 
Electronic Lighting Projects for Your Layout . 
Bring something to share even if itôs not about 
this meetôs theme 

8 Upcoming Clinics 
A look at educational offerings from fellow 
model railroaders 

8 Special Favorites Contest 

9 Ramblings On: 
Doug Rolfe talks about his experiences with 
Detailed Dioramas, Craftsman Type Models, 
and Mini Layouts 

10 The CID and Free-mo 
A brief look at the formation of a new group of 
modelers. 
 

The Usual  
2 Rusty Spike Closing Dates 

3 Your CID Board Directory 
Contact information for your CID Board of  
Directors 

4 Relay Box 
Thoughts from your Superintendent 

6 Upcoming Events 
What to look forward to both from your CID and 
other model railroad opportunities 

10 Board Meeting Schedule 
CID members are welcome to attend 

11 Pike Ads 

 

We have a 

new web site 

Effective January 1, 2017 
 

You can find us on the Web at  

www.cidnmra.org 

Bear with us as the new site 
is still under construction. We 
hope you will find the site 
easy to navigate, more infor-
mational, and timely updated. 

 
For information, questions or 
submissions to the site, send 
info to cidnmra@comcast.net 
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The RUSTY SPIKE is the official publication of the Central 

Indiana Division, Midwest Region, National Model Railroad 

Association, and is published at least five times a year just prior 

to meets. It is sent FREE to all N.M.R.A. members in the C.I.D. 

and non-members may subscribe for $6 per year. Articles for 

publication are welcome for the benefit of the readers and the 

hobby but cannot be paid for. Submit articles for publication to 

the Editor; address changes or mailing problems to the Circula-

tion Manager; and advertising or advertising inquiries to the 

Publisher. 

Circulation Manager 

Chuck Tuttle 

1708 Maywood Dr. - Lafayette, IN 47906 

Ph: 765-463-0531ðchuck.tuttle@outlook.com 

 

Editor/Publisher 

Keith Clark 

4132 W. Briar Gate Drive - Bloomington, IN 47404-5911 

Ph: 812-876-6799ðgtwfan@bluemarble.net 

 

Webmaster 

Rich Seymour 

8504 W Thorn Tree Rd- Muncie, IN 47304-8701 

Ph: 765-759-6856ðrseymour@bsu.edu 

 

CID web site http://cidnmra.org 

columbusarearailroadclub.com 

 

- Superintendent - 

 

Keith Clark 

4132 W. Briar Gate Dr. 

Bloomington, IN 47404-9511 

Phone: (812) 876-6799 

Internet: gtwfan@bluemarble.net 

Rusty Spike Editor/Publisher, 

Danville Meet Manager 

& PR Manager 
 

- Asst. Superintendent - 

   

Chuck Tuttle  

1708 Maywood Dr. 

West Lafayette, IN 47906-2261  

Phone: (765) 586-4806 

Internet: chuck.tuttle@outlook.com 

Membership/Circulation Manager 

 

- Paymaster - 

 

Joe Rodenberg 

9220 Golden Leaf Way 

Indianapolis, IN 46260-5070 

Phone: (317) 334-7833 

Internet: jhroden@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

 

 
- Chief Clerk - 

 

Rich Seymour 

8504 W. Thorn Tree Rd. 

Muncie, IN 47304-8701 

Phone: (765) 759-6856 

Internet: rseymour@bsu.edu 

Historian & Webmaster 

 

-Trainmasters - 

 

Matt Ahlbrand - Columbus 

Phone: (812) 342-6477 

Internet: fmahlbrand@gmail.com 

GTS Co-Manager 

 

Al Askerberg - Columbus 

Phone: (812) 379-2697 

Internet: aiberg@comcast.net 

GTS Co-Manager 

 

Dan Hinel - Westfield 

Phone: (770) 229-5114 

Internet: danhinel@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trevor Jones - Bloomington 

Phone: (317) 625-7626  

Internet: trevjn@sbcglobal.net   

Portable Layouts & Martinsville 

Meet 

 

Doug Rolfe  

Phone: (812) 679-9223 

Internet: domarolfe@yahoo.com 

 

Jim Shellhaas - Zionsville 

Phone: (317) 750-4834  

Internet: jshellha@butler.edu  
Carmel Show Manager 
 

Bill Schoonmaker - Bedford 

Phone: (812) 275-2211 

Internet: 

b.schoonmaker@comcast.net 

 

Jon Silverberg - Sheridan 

Phone: (317) 769-4269 

Internet: jonfsilverberg@cs.com 

 

Jack Simpson- Indianapolis 

Phone: (317) 374-5444 

Internet:  

jackshoosierline@aol.com 

 

 

 

- Managers - 

 

Thomas Cain 

6383 Dover Road 

Indianapolis, IN 46220-4551 

Phone: (317) 696-2818  

Internet: atsf93@comcast.net 

Noblesville Meet Manager, Layout 

Tour Manager & CID AP Manag-

er 

 

 

-Past Superintendent - 

 

Steve Studley  

5115 N. Echo Bend 

Bloomington, IN 47404-9040 

Phone: (812) 876-9726 

Internet: studley@indiana.edu 

Midwest Region Vice-President 

CID Board Members 
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                                                         Keith Clark 
                                          CID Superintendent 
 
                              

                                                 Well   this   starts  
                                            another  year  of my  
                                            editing the Rusty 
Spike and, as your Superintendent, also gives 
me the pleasure of being able to address  fellow 
CID members through my Relay Box column. 
Now I am not the most proficient writer when it 
comes to doing this and it sometimes is some-
what of a chore for me even though I had said it 
was a pleasure. But I trust you will bear with me 
as I pen some information to you that I hope is 
worth while. 
 

     You will see that with regards to the Rusty 
Spike there have been a few changes. If you 
recall the last issue, there were a couple of 
blank pages near the beginning and the end. 
Our printer did alert me to the fact that they 
would be there and I did give the go ahead to 
print the Spike with them there. So here is the 
reason for them. We have done the Spike with 
a one page insert of the upcoming train show 
and events forever. This insert was done manu-
ally by the printer and is time consuming. So 
starting with the last issue we are printing it with 
twelve pages so that it eliminates the stuffing of 
the single page. This will not cost us any more 
to print or mail and gives us more space in the 
newsletter. 
 

     So with that change I decided it might be a 
good time to make a few other changes. You 
will notice that the front page is bolder and that 
the directory is now on the inside page and 
done a little more professionally. Other things 
have been moved on pages or changed pages 
completely. That is all good with the one excep-
tion that with more space to fill, your editor, me, 
would love to have more articles from the CID 
members, you, to put in the Spike. And I would 
bet that those who get the Spike would love to 
read those articles to get ideas to use on their 
own layouts. So if you have something of inter-
est that you can write an article about, please 
send it to me for publishing. 

     Another item I would like to touch on is the 
CIDôs and Central Indiana Free-moôs collabora-
tion to organize a group in our area. Jeremy  
Harris has begun building modules along with a 
couple of others and the CID is now joining with 
him to build more modules. I invited him to the 
Danville Train Show where he had several mod-
ules on display and talked constantly to visitors  
during the show while handing out information 
on Free-mo. I would particularly urge those of 
you without a layout, those with no basement, 
apartment dwellers, etc., to seriously look into 
building a module and become a part of this 
group. Take a look at the article on page 10 for 
some more information. 
 

     I want to make a small report on the Danville 
show as it went off pretty smoothly which is al-
ways a good thing. The show was a sell out in 
terms of vendor tables and those vendors I 
talked to after the show said that they did well. 
When they do well that hopefully means that 
they will be looking for tables again next year. 
We had 433 people come through the door 
which was good. I had hoped to get over the 
500 mark, but maybe next year. At least it didnôt 
snow huge flakes all day long like at last yearôs 
show. I saw lots of people walking out of the 4-
H building with sacks of goodies and lots of kids 
watching the trains run on the eight or so porta-
ble layouts setup around the floor area. There 
was great food provided by the Sheridan Chris-
tian Church. Unfortunately there were no entries 
in the Favorite Train Contest. If anyone has an 
idea as to how to get more involvement in the 
contests at each show send me an email with 
your idea(s). To wrap up my report I would like 
to thank all of those who helped out with the 
show and for making it the success that it was. 
 
    I leave you with my New Yearôs resolution 
which is to begin work on my new layout by call-
ing a work session with my fellow model rail-
roaders. Between the National Convention, 
Danville, CID business, work, and all those 
ñHoney Doôsò it has just been an idle thought. It 
is time to break out the men and machines and 
go to work. No more excuses. I have got to op-
erate trains!  
(No, this resolution wonôt be broken) 
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Central Indiana Division 
of the 

National Model Railroad Association 

Presents the 

Noblesville Train Show 
Sunday ï January 29, 2017 

Location 
Exhibition Center, Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds, 2003 Pleasant Street, Noblesville, IN 

This facility is Handicap accessible 

10 AM to 3 PM  

 Å Operating Layouts  Å Displays 

 Å Dealer Tables   Å Model Judging  

 Å Free Parking   Å Door Prizes 

 Å Food by Sheridan Christian Church 

 Å Clinics on improving your model  

    railroading skills 
 

Show Features 

- Popular Vote Contest - 
Favorite Tank Car 

& Favorite Train 

Dealer Tables $12.00 each [6 foot] Setup from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM 

Contact: Tom Cain at (317) 696-2818 or atsf93@comcast.net  

Check out our website at http://www.cidnmra.org 

The next CID activity is the Martinsville Train Show on April 1, 2017  

Admission  

 $3 per person 

or 

$5 for families 
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ï  Extra Board ï 

ï Division Schedule ï 

Noblesville Meet ï January 29, 2017 ï Noblesville, IN  
Hamilton County 4H Expo Center, 2003 Pleasant Street  

Dealer Show & Meet ï 10am to 3pm  

Admission: $3:00  per Adult / $5.00 per Family  

Dealer Tables - $12.00 for 6ô table 

For more information or tables: Tom Cain at (317) 696-2818  
 

Spring Modelerôs Meet ï March 11, 2017 ï  Indianapolis, IN 

  Irvington Presbyterian Church, 55 Johnson Ave, Indianapolis, IN 

  10am to 3pm.  The theme for the meet Electronic Lighting Projects 

  Attendance is free but is limited to NMRA members. (May bring one guest)   
 

Martinsville Meet & CID Annual Business Meeting ï April 1, 2017 ï Martinsville, IN  

Martinsville Plaza - 2182 Burton Lane, Martinsville, IN  

Dealer Show & Meet ï 10AM to 3PM / Admission: $3:00  per Adult / $5.00 per Family  

CID Annual Meeting at 11:00AM / Dealer Tables - $16.00 for 8ô table 

For more information: Trevor Jones at trevjn@sbcglobal.net  

 
Great Train Show- February 4-5,  2017 ï Indianapolis, IN 

Indiana State Fair Grounds  

Admission-Adults: $10.00 Sat & Sun - $9 Sun - Kids under 12: FREE  

10am-4pm Saturday and Sunday 

For more information: http://www.greattrainshow.com 

 

Naptown & White River Model RR Club ï March 4, 2017 ï Indianapolis, IN 
Train Show/50th Anniversary Celebration  

Manual H.S. Gym, 2405 S. Madison Ave., Indianapolis, IN 
Admission $5.00/Children under 12 free with adult 
Saturday, 10 am to 3 pm ï Vendors, Layouts, Clinics, Food, and More! 

Club Layout will be open free of charge 
See www.naptownrr.org for map and directions 

For more information: Steve Handly at (317) 786-8627 or busycaboose@aol.com 
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Weôll be meeting at a new location for the Sat-
urday, March 11, 2017 Central Indiana Divi-
sionôs (CID) Modelersô Meet.  The new location 
is the Irvington Presbyterian Church, 55 John-
son Ave, on the east side of Indianapolis near 
the intersection of E. Washington St. and S. Rit-
ter Ave.  Hours will be our regular 10A to 3P.  
The modeling subject for the meet will be Lights 
and Lighting.  This can be lighting for struc-
tures, locomotives, freight and passenger cars 
ï or another lighting application. 
 
Bring something with you that youôd like to 
share with others.  Remember, even though we 
have a subject (Lighting), the item you bring 
does not need to be specifically about Lighting.  
It is okay to bring any modeling item.  It does 
not need to be about Lighting, nor does it even 
need to be completed. (Come on modelers, Iôd 
bet that everyone has at least one unfinished 
project on their workbench.)  If there is an inter-
esting technique that youôve found works well 
for you, come to the meet, bring an example 
with you, and share it with the rest of us.  

 
In the past, weôve had many modelers wonder if 
they should attend, the answer to that is ñYesò.  

Regardless of the level of your skillset, come to 
the meet and we can almost guarantee you will 
learn some bit of information that will increase 
your modeling skills.  Plus, we have a good time 
at the meet. 
 
Attendance at Modelerôs Meets is free to NMRA 
members, but if you have a non-member buddy 
who would like to attend, bring him or her along.  
Non-members are limited to one visit, though.  
To attend future modelerôs meets, we do expect 
the modeler to join the NMRA.  Attendance at 
this free meet is a direct benefit of your mem-
bership.  If you joined the NMRA during the 
Highball to Indy 2016 National Convention and 
National Train ShowÈ, this is a good chance to 
realize some of the benefits of that member-
ship.  There will be members of the CID Board 
of Directors in attendance as well as other Divi-
sion members.  Attend, increase your modeling 
skillset, and get acquainted with other Central 
Indiana modelers. 
 
You may bring your lunch with you or there are 
fast-food restaurants just a short drive away.  
There will be some of us staying in the church 
during lunch, so, if you bring your lunch, youôll 
have somebody to chat with.  And, we keep an 
eye on the models, so they will be safe. 
 
Add March 11, 2017 to your calendar and if you 
arenôt already a member of the CID email list, 
you should sign up.  Additional information con-
cerning CID meets and activities is shared on 
that list in a timelier manner than is possible 
with only five yearly issues of the Rusty Spike.  
Directions for joining the list are posted on the 
legacy CID website, cid.railfan.net or our new 
site at cidnmra.org  
Contact me with questions about joining this 
Yahoo list. 
 
Steve Studley 
sastudley@comcast.net  

Tom Cain explains some of his modeling techniques to 
some of the attendees at a past Modelerôs Meet in Indi-
anapolis.          (Photo by: Rich Seymour) 
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Upcoming CID Clinics 
 
CID Noblesville Train Show ï 1/29/17 
Paper Models and Photo Wallpaperï by Steve Studley 
How to build models from printed cardstock or from photos laminat-
ed onto structural cores. 

Modelers often place a suitably-sized cardboard box on the layout 
as a stand-in for a future, more highly-detailed, structure.  Itôs a good 
way to check on size and if the structure will fit in or stand out.  Ra-
ther than using a cardboard box, the use of either a commercial 
cardstock structure or a photo wallpaper structure is a good way to 
get a better looking structure in place until you can build that super-
detailed, scratchbuilt model.  This clinic will provide tips and tech-
niques on how to construct these types of models. 

Drawing/Designing Your Layout with Easy to Use Free or Low-Cost Software. - by Bill 
Schoonmaker 
Demonstrate the use of software such as Microsoft PowerPoint and others to make good look-
ing diagrams of your layout  

A clinic that demonstrates how to illustrate your existing layout or designs using easy to use 
software like ñAtlas Track Planning Softwareò, ñXTrackCAD Softwareò, and Microsoft Draw 
commands in both PowerPoint and Publisher programs.   What youôll learn is that you donôt 
need to be a computer genius or a CAD Designeré any average person can generate a good-
looking layout drawing. 

CID Modelers Meet (Irvington Presbyterian Church / Indianapolis) ï 3/11/17 
Electronic Lighting Projects for Your Layout ï by Tom Cain 

CID Martinsville Train Show ï 4/1/17 
ñMaking Realistic Round Hay Balesò are they real or are they Memorex? ï by Newman At-
kinson 

CID Modelers Meet (Indianapolis) ï 5/6/17 
A Different Look at Car Cards for Operationsï by Dan Hinel 
 

Note:  The above list represents only clinics for the first half of the year.  As always there is a 
great need for clinic presenters ï  Please consider providing your valued support and volunteer to-
day to give a clinic on your favorite topic.  Contact Bill Schoonmaker at 
b.schoonmaker@comcast.net to have your name added to a list of future clinic presenters. 

CID will sponsor a special popular vote contest at the Martinsville Meet, April 1, 2017.  The subject 

of the contest will be ñBest Paper Modelò.  If you are new to paper (cardstock) models, attend the 

clinic at Noblesville for tips and techniques for construction of these models.  If you are familiar with 

these models, bring one that you have built to the Martinsville Meet and enter it in the contest. 

 Popular Vote Contest!  

mailto:b.schoonmaker@comcast.net
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Detailed Dioramas, Craftsman  
Type Models, and Mini Layouts 

 
Often in my railroad ñcareerò circumstances 
have left me unable to build an actual layout.  I 
have tried to keep my interest in model railroad-
ing alive by building individual models and dio-
ramas.  When I have done this I felt like the 
hobby was still fun and I was something more 
than just an armchair modeler. This writing is 
not so much about how to build a diorama but 
more about why you might want to build one.  
 

First, letôs talk about what a diorama actually is.  
My thoughts on a diorama are that it is a small-
er sized model that depicts a three dimensional 
scene.  It is usually, but not necessarily always, 
portable.  This scene can be built in a simple 
manner or with a high level of detail.  I person-
ally prefer to build with a high level of detail. Ba-
sically it can be built in one or two ways.  One 
way is to build a box scene with a built in back-
drop while the other is to construct it on a solid, 
finished base.  For the purpose of model rail-
roading I like to think that it should be portable 
with the thought of possibly incorporating into a 
layout someday.  Beyond these thoughts, the 
actual size and shape is of the builders choos-
ing. 
 

So, why would somebody want to build a diora-
ma or a highly detailed craftsman type model?  
One reason might be that they may not have 
the room to build a layout. For example, living 
in an apartment is usually prohibitive of layout 
construction. Another might be that your em-
ployment might frequently move you from one 
location to another.  Possibly someone might 
have a completed layout (maybe this could 
happen).  Another scenario might be that a per-
son might want to build something different.  
Examples of this could be a different scale, a 
different railroad line, or some other facet of the 
hobby other than the one their layout depicts.  
Possibilities here could be a different era, min-
ing, logging, narrow gauge, or an urban trolley 
scene.  Using one of these ideas might mean 
that you could learn a completely different as-
pect of model railroading. 

Another compelling reason to construct a diora-
ma is the building of a super detailed scene 
chocked full of life such as litter, people in dif-
ferent poses that you have created with de-
tailed faces, cracked streets and sidewalks, 
weeds, etc.  This type of approach will always 
increase your modeling skills.  When a diorama 
such as this is finished there will always be a 
much deserved feeling of pride.  A definite plus 
here is that you might want to enter your mas-
terpiece in a judged event at a train meet.  
 

Yet another purpose for a diorama might be to 
show off your favorite locomotive or complete 
train.  Just putting down some track on a nar-
row board doesnôt make your favorite consist 
shine up nearly as well as a completed scene 
with a nice sky backdrop.  A display such as 
this can also be great for model photography.  
Portability also has the advantage of being able 
to take it outdoors for natural lighting using the 
real sky as your backdrop. 
 

Building a craftsman type model, either scratch 
built or from a kit and placing it into a diorama 
setting, can also be very rewarding.  Some of 
the models currently available are fairly large 
and highly detailed, often becoming a diorama 
of their own.  By placing a concentrated effort in 
time and patience, many models currently avail-
able can be made into masterpieces of muse-
um quality.  As an example of this see the pho-
to of my Fine Scale Miniatureôs Barnsteadt 
Lumber  Company.   I  renamed   this   complex  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rolfe Lumber and Supplies, not out of vanity, 
but because it actually did exist at one time in 
Pennsylvania. I built this model many years ago 
and since then have renamed it twice.  This 
 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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Rusty Spike Vol. 47 No. 1 

É Copyright 2017 

Central Indiana Division, 

Midwest Region, N.M.R.A. 

Upcoming CID Board Meetings 
 

Date:    February 12 , 2017 
 

Location: Indianapolis Marion County Library 

                 Wayne Branch Library 
                 198 S. Girls School Road 
                 Indianapolis, IN 
 

Time:       1:30 PM 
 

 

 

Date:    April 9, 2017 
 

Location: Indianapolis Marion County Library 
                 Wayne Branch Library 

                 198 S. Girls School Road 
                 Indianapolis, IN 
 

Time:       1:30 PM 

 
CID members are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Board members can confirm location and date. 

Ramblings On: 
(Continued from Page 9) 

 
model was built when I had no place for a lay-
out. Now it is installed on my home layout as 
Landisburg Lumber and Supplies. It is a fore-
ground model and definitely adds much visual 
interest.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last, I would mention the idea of a mini layout.  
This can produce some fine modeling as well. 
Again it can be in a different scale or era than 
you normally model.  A couple of examples 
might be a smaller scale such as N if you are 
modeling in a larger scale.  Scales that might 
lend themselves to this purpose would be nar-
row gauge HO or On30.  Even though these 
are relatively larger scales for a mini layout the 
narrow gauge aspect can utilize very tight 
curves and changes in elevation. We have all 
seen many beautiful small layouts that can be 
carried into a meet. 
 

So go ahead and try your hand at a detailed, 
craftsman style model, diorama, or a mini lay-
out with the idea of building a contest winner.  
It is always a truly rewarding experience and it 
will definitely boost your modeling skills up a 
few notches. 
 
ðDoug Rolfe 

The CID and Free-mo 
 

Do you know about Free-mo and what  it and 
the CID has to offer? Both groups are seeking to 
provide model railroaders with the opportunity to 
build and operate compatible modular layout 
sections. There are several ideas behind the or-
ganization of this group which include; allow for 
modelers without a place for a layout to meet 
with others and to set up and run trains, work 
with others to build skills in model railroading, 
develop a comradery with other interested mod-
elers, etc.  
 
If you would like to get involved in this aspect of 
modeling and would like more information you 
can go to www.free-mo.org  and locally you may 
contact Jeremy Harris at  
nickelplate79@yahoo.com or Keith Clark at 
gtwfan@bluemarble.net  
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Vol. 47 - Issue 1 

 

Train Central 
In business since 1976 

 
Large selection of: 

Z, N, HO, O Scale & Lionel Model Railroad Supplies; 

Model & Prototype Railroad Books; 

Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends; 

Die Cast Race Cars; 

Free Flight Model Airplanes. 

 
Phone: (317) 375-0832  

Fax: (317) 375-1278 

 

6742 E. Washington St. 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46219 

 
All Year Monday-Saturday 10:30 AM to 6:00 PM 

November-January Sunday 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 


