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Volume 47 – Number 5  October - December  2017 

The newsletter of the Central Indiana Division of the  

Midwest Region, National Model Railroad Association 

The Central Indiana Division’s Chief Clerk, Richard Seymour (right), has received a 2017 NMRA President’s 

Award for Service to the Division. Superintendent Keith Clark (left) helps present his award at the last  CID 
board meeting. Rich has served 10 years on the Division board (nine as Chief Clerk) and was the Registrar for 

the Midwest Region's “Milepost 50” convention and the “Highball to Indy” 2016 National Convention, where 

he also served as webmaster. He  photographs all meets and activities, produces maps for Division layout 
tours, helps with the Division website, and ensures all other Board members receive recognition each year. He 

often finishes a job before anyone thinks to ask him. Well deserved, Rich. 
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Attention – All notices of club open houses, or other 
shows & meets will be included in the Extra Board only if 

the official request form is used. This form may be printed 

off the CID website at:  
http://www.cidnmra.org/rusty-spike-back-issues and click 

on Extra Board Request Sheet 
Fill out the form and send to the address listed on the 
form. Upcoming deadlines for each Rusty Spike are listed 

in the Spike or may be obtained from Keith Clark (see pg. 
3). Events not sent on the request form cannot be included. 

 

Rusty Spike Closing Dates 
 

Volume 48 Issue #1 - December 3, 2017 

Volume 48 Issue #2 - February 11, 2018 

Volume 48 Issue #3 - April 8, 2018 
 

Dates are tentative and subject to change.  

Features 
5 Danville Train Meet 

7 Disappointment 
Steve Studley talks about railfanning and how it 
continues to change. 

8 Late Fall Modelers Meet 

9 Upcoming Clinics 
A look at educational offerings from fellow 
model railroaders 

9 2018 Danville Special Favorites 

Contest 
See what this unique Favorites contest has for 
requirements. You will have a whole year to 
prepare your entree. 
 

The Usual  
2 Rusty Spike Closing Dates 

3 Your CID Board Directory 
Contact information for your CID Board of  
Directors 

4 Relay Box 
Thoughts from your Superintendent 

6 Upcoming Events 
What to look forward to, both from your CID and 
other model railroad opportunities 

10 Board Meeting Schedule 
CID members are welcome to attend 

11 Pike Ads 

 

We have a 

new web site 

Effective January 1, 2017 
 

You can find us on the Web at  

www.cidnmra.org 

The new site is completed 
though you will see constant 
changes and current updat-

ing. We hope you will find the 
site easy to navigate and  

more informational. 
 

For information, questions or 
submissions to the site, send 
info to cidnmra@comcast.net 
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The RUSTY SPIKE is the official publication of the Central 

Indiana Division, Midwest Region, National Model Railroad 

Association, and is published at least five times a year just prior 

to meets. It is sent FREE to all N.M.R.A. members in the C.I.D. 

and non-members may subscribe for $6 per year. Articles for 

publication are welcome for the benefit of the readers and the 

hobby but cannot be paid for. Submit articles for publication to 

the Editor; address changes or mailing problems to the Circula-

tion Manager; and advertising or advertising inquiries to the 

Publisher. 

Circulation Manager 
Chuck Tuttle 

1708 Maywood Dr. - Lafayette, IN 47906 

Ph: 765-463-0531—chuck.tuttle@outlook.com 
 

Editor/Publisher 

Keith Clark 
4132 W. Briar Gate Drive - Bloomington, IN 47404-5911 

Ph: 812-876-6799—gtwfan@bluemarble.net 
 

Webmaster 
Rich Seymour 

8504 W Thorn Tree Rd- Muncie, IN 47304-8701 

Ph: 765-759-6856—rseymour@bsu.edu 
 

CID web site http://cidnmra.org 

columbusarearailroadclub.com 

 

- Superintendent - 

 

Keith Clark 

4132 W. Briar Gate Dr. 

Bloomington, IN 47404-9511 

Phone: (812) 876-6799 

Internet: gtwfan@bluemarble.net 

Rusty Spike Editor/Publisher, 

Danville Meet Manager 

& PR Manager 
 

- Asst. Superintendent - 

   

Chuck Tuttle  

1708 Maywood Dr. 

West Lafayette, IN 47906-2261  

Phone: (765) 586-4806 

Internet: chuck.tuttle@outlook.com  

Membership/Circulation Manager 

 

- Paymaster - 

 

Joe Rodenberg 

9220 Golden Leaf Way 

Indianapolis, IN 46260-5070 

Phone: (317) 334-7833 

Internet: jhroden@sbcglobal.net 

 

 
 

 
- Chief Clerk - 

 

Rich Seymour 

8504 W. Thorn Tree Rd. 

Muncie, IN 47304-8701 

Phone: (765) 759-6856 

Internet: rseymour@bsu.edu 

Historian & Webmaster 

 

-Trainmasters - 

 

Matt Ahlbrand - Columbus 

Phone: (812) 342-6477 

Internet: fmahlbrand@gmail.com  

GTS Co-Manager 

 

 

Dan Hinel - Westfield 

Phone: (770) 229-5114 

Internet: danhinel@sbcglobal.net 

 

Ed Novit - Avon  

Phone: (716) 449-2203  

Internet edward@edwardnovit.com  

 

Doug Rolfe  

Phone: (812) 679-9223 

Internet: domarolfe@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Shellhaas - Zionsville 

Phone: (317) 750-4834  

Internet: jshellha@butler.edu  
Carmel Show Manager 
 

Bill Schoonmaker - Bedford 

Phone: (812) 275-2211 

Internet: 

b.schoonmaker@comcast.net 

 

Jon Silverberg - Sheridan 

Phone: (317) 769-4269 

Internet: jonfsilverberg@cs.com  

 

Jack Simpson- Indianapolis 

Phone: (317) 374-5444 

Internet:  

jackshoosierline@aol.com  

 

Eric Smith - Fishers, IN  

Phone: (317) 288-1720  

Internet: eric@northcomp.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Managers - 

 

Thomas Cain 

6383 Dover Road 

Indianapolis, IN 46220-4551 

Phone: (317) 696-2818  

Internet: atsf93@comcast.net 

Noblesville Meet Manager, Layout 

Tour Manager & CID AP Manag-

er 

 

Trevor Jones - Bloomington 

Phone: (317) 625-7626  

Internet: trevjn@sbcglobal.net   

Portable Layouts & Martinsville 

Meet 

 

  

-Past Superintendent - 

 

Steve Studley  

5115 N. Echo Bend 

Bloomington, IN 47404-9040 

Phone: (812) 876-9726 

Internet: studley@indiana.edu 

Midwest Region President 

CID Board Members 
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                                                         Keith Clark 
                                          CID Superintendent 
 

                                      I had  hoped  that this  

                                                  issue    could      have  
                                                  reached everyone by 

the time the Carmel train show took place and I hope 

you had a chance to stop by and see the layouts on 
display. That is not going to happen, as I am again 

woefully behind in my responsibilities and I apolo-

gize. Please don’t tie me to the railroad track, though 
it would be a rather symbolic way to go. This show 

is one which is put on by the Carmel Clay Library 

and consists of displays of portable layouts only. 

The CID has participated in the show  for many 
years during November in conjunction with National 

Model Railroad Month and the library loves to have 

us there. While the well over 800 attendees are quite 
different from the usual people who attend our three 

trains shows that the CID puts on, the goal for us is 

the same. That goal is to promote the hobby of mod-
el railroading and this show, with the large amount 

of children who attend, is a great place to do just 

that. 

 
When the CID puts on the three shows each year, 

most probably think of the shows as a place to buy 

model railroad items from vendors. But much more 
goes on at the show that all modelers can take ad-

vantage of. There are usually two clinics on all kinds 

of topics from simple beginner subjects to more ad-
vanced projects. There are many portable layouts on 

display for modelers to glean ideas from for use on 

their own layouts. The CID also provides what we 

call the Back Shop. This is where someone who has 
a question or problem with their own layout can seek 

answers from fellow modelers about how to solve 

those problems. 
 

All of this falls under our mission to provide educa-

tional activities for our membership. This also al-
lows us to maintain our status as a 501-c3 tax ex-

empt organization with the IRS. Several members of 

the CID worked very hard and long to get us classi-
fied as such. This was mainly to benefit  members 

and others who wished to donate to the CID and be 

able to claim those donations on the income taxes. 

However a big part of that status for use is that we 

be educational in nature and so we seek to provide 

activities with that in mind. 
 

For the past two years we have introduced Modelers 

Meets into our educational offerings. These, while 
following something more along the lines of a proto-

type modelers meet, allow members to participate in 

what I like to call a show and tell type of format. 
These meets often have a theme, but things brought 

do not have to follow that theme. By the way, you 

don’t have to bring anything if you don’t want to. 
Two very nice things happen at these meets. First, 

the attendees get to see what other modelers are do-

ing. They get ideas for their model railroads and also 

ways that they can improve their modeling skills as 
well. The second is that the person showing and ex-

plaining what they have done may have a question 

for others about what they could do to solve a prob-
lem they have or what they might do to change 

something to make it better. In that way, they can 

grow in their modeling expertise. Oh, there is a third 
that just happens because of the kind of people that 

we are, comradery! If you have not attended one of 

these meets, I believe you are missing out on a great 

experience and you should come to one just to see if 
it is something you would like to attend on a regular 

basis. 

 
Another opportunity that I consider education is our 

layout tours. Again providing a chance for you to 

learn from other modelers by seeing what they have 
done with their layout and asking questions about 

how they do things with scenery, electrical, bench-

work, kit building, etc. These tours provide a myriad 
of ways to enhance your modeling skills and maybe 

even connect with someone who would be willing to 

assist with the construction of your layout. 

 
My last little tidbit for this issue is that I would like 

you to think about spending some time getting in-

volved in the CID in some capacity. I am not neces-
sarily saying run for a position on the board, though 

it is getting close to election time again, but there are 

many ways to help out that would take one day a 
year and be very beneficial to the CID.  

 

Don’t forget the Danville show on Saturday, Novem-

ber 18th. It should be a great show as usual and you 

should have this issue of the ‘Spike’ by then. It’s that 

time of year, HAPPY MODEL RAILROADING! 
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Central Indiana Division 
of the 

National Model Railroad Association 

Danville Train Show 

Saturday - November 18, 2017 

Hendricks County Fair Grounds 
ON OLD US 36 – 4.9 MILES WEST OF AVON – NORTH SIDE OF OLD US 36 AND 

COUNTY ROAD 200 E (across from post office) 
 

10 AM to 3 PM 

Check out our website at http://www.cidnmra.org 

Presents the 

The next train show will be at Noblesville on January 28, 2018 

• Operating Layouts • Displays 

• Dealer Tables  • Model Judging  

• 2 Clinics   • Door Prizes 

• Food           • Free Parking 

 

Dealer Tables $16.00 each [8 foot] Setup from 7:00 AM to 10:00 AM 

Contact Keith Clark at (812) 876-6799 or gtwfan@bluemarble.net 

- Popular Vote Contest - 
Favorite Caboose 

& Favorite Train 

Show Features 

Admission 
$3.00 per person 

$5.00 per family 

I-465 

 Danville 

Map to Hendricks County 

4-H & Convention Center 
1900 E. Main St., Danville, Indiana 46122-0007 

U.S. 36 U.S. 36 

S.R. 39 

S.R. 39 

I-70 

U.S. 40 

Brownsburg 

Plainfield 

I-74 

Old U.S. 36 

S 200 E 
Avon 

N 

Hendricks County 4-H & 

Conference Center 

Hendricks 

Community 

Hospital 

County 

Jail 

In
d

ia
n

a
p

o
lis 
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–  Extra Board – 

– Division Schedule – 

 

 

Carmel Library Train Show – November 4, 2017– Carmel, IN 

         Operating Layouts & Circus Displays (No vendors)  

          10am to 3pm—Admission is FREE  

 For more information: J im Shellhaas at (317) 750-4834 or jshellha@butler.edu  

 

Danville Train Meet – November 18, 2017 – Danville, IN 

            Hendricks County Fair Grounds, Danville, Indiana 

            Dealer Show & Meet – 10am to 3pm  - Admission $3.00 per Person/$5.00 per Family 

Operating layouts, vendors, door prizes, contests, food and free parking 

For more information: Keith Clark at (812) 876-6799 or gtwfan@bluemarble.net 

 

Noblesville Meet – January 28, 2018 – Noblesville, IN  

Hamilton County 4H Expo Center, 2003 Pleasant Street  

Dealer Show & Meet – 10am to 3pm  

Admission: $3:00  per Adult / $5.00 per Family  

Operating layouts, vendors, door prizes, contests, food and free parking 

Dealer Tables - $12.00 for 6’ table 

For more information or tables: Tom Cain at (317) 696-2818  

 

 
Naptown & White River Model RR Club – December 9, 2017– Indianapolis, IN 

Train Show–Manual H.S. Gym, 2405 S. Madison Ave., Indianapolis, IN  

Admission $5.00/Children under 12 free with adult 

Free admission to all Scouts in uniform 

Saturday, 10 am to 3 pm – Vendors, Layouts, Clinics, Food, and More! 

Club Layout will be open free of charge 

See www.naptownrr.org for map and directions 

For more information: Steve Handly at (317) 786-8627 or naptownmrr@gmail.com 

 
Great Train Show- February 3-4,  2018 – Indianapolis, IN 

Indiana State Fair Grounds  
Admission-Adults: $10.00 Saturday (2day) - $9.00 Sunday - Kids under 11: FREE  

Purchase tickets on-line and get $1.00 off with coupon code W11 
On site admission is cash only 
10am-4pm Saturday and Sunday 

For more information: http://www.greattrainshow.com 
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Disappointment 
 

After attending the St. Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers (RPM) meet (which wasn’t a disappointment) in 
Collinsville, IL, I decided to begin my trip home traveling east on US 50.  Taking US 50 allowed me to follow 

along CSX’s Illinois sub (former Baltimore & Ohio trackage) and to visit family (and the railroads) in Vin-

cennes, IN.  For eighteen of my first nineteen years, I lived 540 ft. north of milepost 186.9 of the former -B&O, 

current-CSX, Louisville Division, Illinois subdivision main.  Because of this proximity, I continue to have a 
fondness for the Baltimore & Ohio RR. 

 

My disappointment began as I headed from Col-
linsville toward I-64.  When I crossed CSX 

tracks in Caseyville, IL, I noticed this ominous 

sign. Unfortunately this wasn’t going to be the 
only sighting of this sign on my trip home.   

 

I knew that the tracks had been cut west of Flora, 

IL, but I have since learned that the Illinois sub 
was also taken out of service from Caseyville to 

Flora.  My trip provided some proof of this.  See 

the photo of the Canadian National “diamond” at 
Odin, IL (photo right).  At least there are still 

trains going through here.  Amtrak has six trains 

a day passing through Odin plus however many 
freights CN is running.  My disappointment was 

that I saw none of them. 

 

The Illinois sub does still see trains – just not too many.  There is service to a plastics plant in Flora and a grain 
elevator in Olney, IL.   

 

The trip was not a complete disappointment.  I was fortunate to catch a grain train heading east across the Wa-

bash River at First Street in Vincennes during 
my visit (photo left). 

 

I guess the moral to this story is for us modelers 
to keep up-to-date on any trackage we are inter-

ested in.  I’m happy (and lucky) to have seen a 

train moving on this line and can hope that the 
two industries on the line continue to produce 

enough carloads to keep the B&O’s Illinois sub 

in service.  I sure don’t want to experience the 
disappointment of a loss of the line from Wash-

ington, IN to Flora, IL. 

 

— Steve Studley 
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All photos by Keith Clark 

CID Modelers Meets again prove to be a great 

source of modeling ideas and information from 
our members. If you are not attending these 

events you are missing out on a very interesting 

day. Here are some photos of displays that where 
shown and discussed at the last meet. (Top and 

left) On30 work by Jon Silverberg, (below) part 

of several Free-mo modules under construction 
by Keith Clark. 
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Upcoming CID Clinics 
 

 

Note:  The following list represents upcoming clinics at future CID 
meets.  As always there is a great need for clinic presenters –  Please con-
sider providing your valued support and volunteer today to give a clinic on 
your favorite topic.  Contact Bill Schoonmaker at 
b.schoonmaker@comcast.net to have your name added to a list of future 
clinic presenters. 
 
Danville - LEDs for your layout/Bill Schoonmaker 
        (Between Clinics-2018 Favorites Contest presentation/Steve  
                Studley) 
        Selling on Ebay/Tom Cain 
 
Noblesville - Free-mo/Keith Clark 
     Arduino Use On Your Layout/Bill Schoonmaker 

2018 Danville Special Favorites Contest 
 

At this year’s Martinsville meet, there was a special, popular-vote, Favorites Contest.  The subject of the con-
test was the construction of a paper model.  The CID board was extremely happy with the number of models 

brought in for the contest.  We’d like to thank all the modelers who participated. 

After experiencing the great level of participation in the paper models contest, we have decided to have anoth-

er special Favorites Contest.  There will be an instructional clinic detailing the rules for this contest given at 
this year’s Danville meet on Saturday, November 18.  The contest will be held one year from then at the Dan-

ville meet on November 17, 2018. 

The subject for this special Favorites Contest will be a 100 scale foot X 100 scale foot display in the model 
scale (NO 1:1 scale) of your choice. 

The major rules are: 

 
Maximum horizontal dimensions = 100 Scale Feet X 100 Scale Feet square or 100 Scale Feet diameter 

circle 

No part of the model should extend past the edge of the base 

Maximum vertical dimension = none, but the model must stand on its own  
This is a display - no backdrop 

May be electrically powered, 18 V maximum from batteries or 110V wall-wart 

Schedule: 
10:00A – 11:00A Model Registration 

11:00A – 1:30P Voting Open 

1:30P Winner Announced 
  

Attend the clinic at this year’s Danville meet to learn more about this special Favorites Contest.  Begin think-

ing about what you’d like to build.  There is enough time for you to plan and produce a very fine model dis-
play. 

 

— Steve Studley 

mailto:b.schoonmaker@comcast.net
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Upcoming CID Board Meetings 
 

Date:    December 3, 2017 
 

Location: Indianapolis Marion County Library 

                 Wayne Branch Library 

                 198 S. Girls School Road 

                 Indianapolis, IN 
 

Time:       1:30 PM 
 

Date:    February 11, 2018 
 

Location: Indianapolis Marion County Library 

                 Wayne Branch Library 

                 198 S. Girls School Road 

                 Indianapolis, IN 
 

Time:       1:30 PM 

 

CID members are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Board members can confirm location and date. 

Rusty Spike Vol. 47 No. 5 

© Copyright 2017 

Central Indiana Division, 

Midwest Region, N.M.R.A. 
All photos by Keith Clark 

(Above) Attendees listen to comments about modeling from 

Newman Atkinson at the meet on September 16th at the Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church in Zionsville. (Middle left.) Steve 
Studley presents a clinic on the NMRA Achievement Program. 
(Lower left) Memorabilia display by Newman Atkinson. 
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Want to promote your layout? 
 

Why not do it here with a Pike Ad? 

$7.50 - 1yr   $14.00 - 2yr.   $20.00 - 3yr. 

 
Contact Keith Clark for Information 

See Page 3 
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Vol. 47 - Issue 5 

 

Train Central 
In business since 1976 

 
Large selection of: 

Z, N, HO, O Scale & Lionel Model Railroad Supplies; 

Model & Prototype Railroad Books; 

Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends; 

Die Cast Race Cars; 

Free Flight Model Airplanes. 

 
Phone: (317) 375-0832  

Fax: (317) 375-1278 

 

6742 E. Washington St. 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46219 

 
All Year Monday-Saturday 10:30 AM to 6:00 PM 

November-January Sunday 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

Address Service Requested 

8265 Center Run Drive 


